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Kenneth Scott Latourette A History Of
Christianity

Kenneth Scott Latourette: A History of Christianity is a monumental work by one of the most respected
scholars in the field of religious history. This comprehensive multi-volume series offers an in-depth exploration
of the development, spread, and influence of Christianity from its origins to the modern era. Latourette's
meticulous research, scholarly rigor, and engaging narrative have made this work a cornerstone for students,
historians, and theologians alike. In this article, we will delve into the life of Kenneth Scott Latourette, examine
the significance of his magnum opus, and explore the key themes and contributions of A History of Christianity.

Who Was Kenneth Scott Latourette?

Early Life and Education

Kenneth Scott Latourette was born in 1884 in Portland, Oregon. From a young age, he exhibited a keen interest
in religious studies and history. He pursued his undergraduate studies at Yale University, where he
distinguished himself academically. Later, he earned his doctorate from Yale Divinity School, focusing on early
Christian history. His academic background laid a solid foundation for his lifelong work in understanding the
development of Christianity.

Academic Career and Contributions

Latourette served as a professor of church history at Yale Divinity School for over four decades. His scholarly



work was characterized by a global perspective, emphasizing Christianity's expansion beyond Europe and the
Middle East. His dedication to teaching and research helped shape the field of church history and inspired
generations of students and scholars.

The Significance of A History of Christianity

A Landmark Work in Christian Historiography

First published in 1937, A History of Christianity is considered Latourette's masterpiece. Spanning multiple
volumes, the series offers a detailed narrative of Christianity’s origins, doctrinal developments, cultural
interactions, and global expansion. Its comprehensive scope makes it a foundational text for understanding the
history of the Christian faith.

Scope and Structure

The work is organized into several volumes, each focusing on different periods and regions:

Early Christianity and the Patristic Era1.
The Middle Ages and the Rise of Christianity in Europe2.
The Reformation and Counter-Reformation3.
Christianity’s Expansion in the Modern Age4.
Global Christianity and Contemporary Developments5.

This structure allows readers to trace the evolution of Christian doctrines, institutions, and cultural influences
across different eras and geographic locations.
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Global Perspective

One of Latourette's major contributions was his emphasis on the global nature of Christianity. Unlike many
earlier histories that focused primarily on Europe and the Western world, Latourette dedicated significant
attention to the spread of Christianity in Asia, Africa, and Latin America. His work highlights the dynamic
interactions between Christianity and diverse cultures.

Key Themes in A History of Christianity

The Development of Doctrine and Theology

Latourette meticulously traces how core Christian doctrines emerged, evolved, and were debated through
centuries. His analysis covers:

The formulation of the Nicene Creed1.
The development of Christological doctrines2.
The schisms and councils that shaped orthodoxy3.

Understanding these theological milestones helps appreciate how Christianity defined its core beliefs and
responded to internal and external challenges.

Interactions with Culture and Politics

A recurring theme is Christianity’s relationship with various political regimes and cultures. Latourette explores:

The role of Christianity in the Roman Empire1.
The influence of Christianity during the medieval period2.



The Reformation’s impact on European society3.
The interplay between Christianity and colonialism4.

These interactions often shaped social structures, laws, and cultural identities.

Missionary Movements and Global Expansion

Latourette emphasizes the importance of missionary efforts in spreading Christianity globally. He discusses:

The early missionary work in Africa, Asia, and the Americas1.
The rise of Protestant and Catholic missions in the 19th and 20th centuries2.
The challenges and successes faced by missionaries in diverse cultural contexts3.

This theme underscores Christianity's adaptability and resilience across different societies.

The Evolution of Christian Institutions

From the establishment of the early church to modern denominations, Latourette examines how Christian
institutions have evolved, including:

The development of the papacy and ecclesiastical hierarchy1.
The rise of Protestant denominations2.
The emergence of independent Christian movements3.

His analysis reveals how institutional structures have facilitated or hindered the faith’s growth.
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Legacy and Modern Relevance

Influence on Christian Historiography

Latourette’s detailed scholarship and global perspective set new standards in the study of church history. His
work remains a vital reference for understanding how Christianity has shaped and been shaped by historical
forces.

Impact on Theological and Cultural Studies

By providing a comprehensive overview, Latourette’s history bridges theology, cultural studies, and history. His
insights help contemporary scholars and believers appreciate the rich diversity and complexity of Christian
history.

Contemporary Relevance

In today’s interconnected world, understanding the historical development of Christianity is crucial for fostering
intercultural dialogue and religious tolerance. Latourette’s work offers valuable context for engaging with
Christianity’s role in modern society.

Conclusion

Kenneth Scott Latourette's A History of Christianity remains one of the most authoritative and comprehensive
histories of the Christian faith. Its detailed narrative, global scope, and analytical depth continue to inform and
inspire readers interested in understanding Christianity’s past, present, and future. Whether you are a student,
scholar, or curious reader, exploring Latourette’s work provides valuable insights into how Christianity has



evolved from a small Jewish sect to a worldwide religious tradition impacting billions of lives across centuries.

Further Reading and Resources

- Latourette, Kenneth Scott. A History of Christianity. Multiple volumes. Harper & Brothers, 1937–1975. -
Biography of Kenneth Scott Latourette on Yale University’s website. - Critical analyses of Latourette’s
contributions in religious studies journals. - Modern summaries and reviews of A History of Christianity for
contemporary readers. By exploring Latourette’s monumental work, you gain a deeper appreciation of
Christianity’s rich and complex history, shaped by faith, culture, and history across the ages.

Kenneth Scott Latourette: A History of Christianity — An In-Depth Investigative Review The landscape of
Christian historiography has been profoundly shaped by numerous scholars whose work has provided clarity,
depth, and scholarly rigor to the understanding of Christianity’s evolution. Among these, Kenneth Scott
Latourette stands out as a towering figure whose seminal work, A History of Christianity, remains a cornerstone
in theological and historical studies. This comprehensive review aims to dissect Latourette’s contributions,
explore his methodologies, scrutinize the influence of his work, and contextualize his legacy within the broader
scope of Christian historiography.

Introduction to Kenneth Scott Latourette and His Scholarly Context

Kenneth Scott Latourette (1884–1968) was an American historian whose academic career was marked by a
profound dedication to understanding Christianity’s development across centuries and continents. As a scholar
associated with Yale University and an influential figure within the Christian academic community, Latourette’s
work was characterized by meticulous research, a broad geographic scope, and an overarching aim to trace the
growth of Christianity from its inception to the modern era. The early 20th century, a period marked by rapid
global change, wars, and the rise of new theological debates, provided a fertile ground for Latourette’s
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scholarly pursuits. His work was influenced by the ecumenical movement, the expansion of Christian missions,
and a desire to present Christianity not merely as a Western phenomenon, but as a truly global faith.

The Genesis and Evolution of A History of Christianity

Origins and Development

Latourette began developing A History of Christianity in the 1930s, a project that would span decades before its
final publication in 1937, with subsequent revised editions. The work was ambitious in scope, aiming to provide
a comprehensive narrative of Christian history from its origins to the mid-20th century. The initial editions were
structured to cover: - The early church, including the Apostolic Age and the Patristic Period - The Middle Ages
and the rise of Christendom - The Reformation and Counter-Reformation - The expansion of Christianity into
Asia, Africa, and the Americas - Contemporary developments leading up to the modern era Latourette’s
approach combined chronological narrative with thematic analysis, emphasizing not only theological
developments but also socio-political contexts, cultural exchanges, and missionary activities.

Subsequent Editions and Revisions

Recognizing the dynamic nature of Christian history, Latourette revised A History of Christianity multiple times,
with editions published in 1948, 1961, and posthumously in 1975. Each revision reflected new scholarship,
emerging historical data, and a broader ecumenical perspective, emphasizing the universality of Christianity.

Methodological Approaches and Scholarly Innovations



Broad Geographic and Cultural Scope

One of Latourette’s most significant contributions was his commitment to a truly global history of Christianity.
Unlike earlier histories that centered predominantly on Western Europe, Latourette’s work integrated: - Eastern
Christianity (e.g., Eastern Orthodoxy, Nestorianism) - Asian Christianity (e.g., Chinese, Indian, Japanese
Christianity) - African and Latin American Christianity - Missionary movements across continents This global
perspective fostered a more inclusive understanding of Christianity’s diverse expressions and histories.

Integration of Socio-Political Contexts

Latourette’s methodology was distinguished by its attention to the socio-political factors influencing Christian
development. His work examined: - The relationship between church and state - The influence of imperialism
and colonialism - Religious persecutions and tolerances - Cultural exchanges and syncretism By contextualizing
theological developments within these larger frameworks, Latourette provided a nuanced narrative that
challenged simplistic or Eurocentric accounts.

Use of Primary and Secondary Sources

Latourette demonstrated rigorous scholarship through extensive use of primary sources—church documents,
missionary reports, archaeological findings—and secondary sources, including contemporary scholarly debates.
His meticulous footnotes and bibliographies served as invaluable resources for subsequent historians.

Critical Reception and Scholarly Impact
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Academic Acclaim and Criticisms

The History of Christianity was widely acclaimed for its breadth, depth, and scholarly rigor. It became a
standard textbook in seminaries and universities, influencing generations of theologians, historians, and
missionaries. However, some critics pointed out certain limitations: - A tendency toward a Protestant
perspective, though Latourette made efforts to include Catholic and Orthodox viewpoints - A focus on
institutional history over popular or grassroots Christianity - The challenge of balancing comprehensiveness
with readability Despite these critiques, the work’s scholarly integrity remained largely uncontested, and its
influence persisted.

Influence on Christian Historiography

Latourette’s work transformed the study of Christian history by: - Elevating the importance of global Christianity
- Promoting an ecumenical outlook - Encouraging interdisciplinary approaches combining theology, history, and
anthropology His influence extended beyond academia into church education, missions, and ecumenical
dialogues.

Legacy and Continuing Relevance

Longevity and Editions

Decades after its initial publication, A History of Christianity remains a reference point, with updated editions
reflecting ongoing scholarship. Its comprehensive nature makes it a foundational text for understanding
Christianity’s complex history.



Critiques and Modern Perspectives

Modern scholars have built upon Latourette’s foundation, offering more diverse narratives that include: -
Feminist and postcolonial critiques - Perspectives from marginalized Christian groups - Emphasis on social
justice movements within Christianity While these perspectives have enriched the study of Christian history,
Latourette’s work remains a vital starting point for understanding the broad contours of Christianity’s
development.

Relevance in Contemporary Scholarship

Today’s scholars often view Latourette’s A History of Christianity as a pioneering effort that set standards for
comprehensive, global, and contextualized Christian historiography. Its influence persists in the curricula of
theological seminaries and university programs worldwide.

Conclusion: Assessing Latourette’s Contribution to Christian
Historiography

Kenneth Scott Latourette’s A History of Christianity is more than just a chronological compilation; it is a
scholarly monument that reflects a deep commitment to understanding Christianity as a dynamic, diverse, and
global faith. His methodological innovations—particularly the integration of socio-political contexts and the
emphasis on global Christianity—have left an indelible mark on the field. While subsequent scholarship has
expanded and critiqued some of Latourette’s perspectives, his work’s foundational importance remains
undisputed. It serves as a vital resource for both scholars and lay readers seeking a comprehensive, balanced,
and richly detailed account of Christianity’s vast and complex history. In an era where Christianity continues to
evolve and face new challenges, Latourette’s A History of Christianity stands as a testament to scholarly rigor
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and a beacon guiding ongoing explorations into the faith’s past, present, and future.

Questions & Answers About kenneth scott latourette a history of
christianity

No Question Answer

1 Who is Kenneth Scott LaTourette and
what is his contribution to the history
of Christianity?

Kenneth Scott LaTourette was a prominent American historian
and scholar specializing in the history of Christianity. His work
provided comprehensive insights into the development and
spread of Christian doctrine and institutions throughout history.

2 What are the main themes covered
in Kenneth Scott LaTourette's 'A
History of Christianity'?

LaTourette's 'A History of Christianity' covers themes such as the
origins of Christianity, its theological developments, the role of
the church in society, the Reformation, and the church's global
expansion.

3 How does Kenneth Scott LaTourette's
approach differ from other histories
of Christianity?

LaTourette's approach is characterized by a balanced scholarly
perspective that emphasizes both theological developments and
historical context, offering a comprehensive and nuanced
understanding of Christianity's evolution.

4 Why is Kenneth Scott LaTourette's
work considered essential for
students studying church history?

His work is considered essential because it provides a detailed,
well-researched, and accessible overview of Christianity's
history, making complex historical and theological concepts
understandable for students.

5 Has Kenneth Scott LaTourette's 'A
History of Christianity' been updated
or revised since its original
publication?

Yes, the book has been revised and updated over the years to
include more recent scholarship and developments in church
history, ensuring it remains a relevant resource.



6 What impact has Kenneth Scott
LaTourette's scholarship had on
modern understanding of Christian
history?

LaTourette's scholarship has significantly shaped modern
understanding by providing a thorough, scholarly foundation that
informs both academic research and church studies on Christian
history.

7 Are there any notable criticisms of
Kenneth Scott LaTourette's 'A History
of Christianity'?

Some critics have noted that while LaTourette's work is
comprehensive, it may reflect the scholarly perspectives of its
time and could benefit from more recent interpretations and
inclusions of diverse Christian traditions.

Kenneth Scott Latourette, history of Christianity, Christian history, church history, religious studies, Christian
theology, ecclesiastical history, Christian missions, Christian doctrine, religious history
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