Lifeway Spiritual Gifts Survey

Lifeway Spiritual Gifts Survey: Unlocking Your Spiritual Potential Understanding your
spiritual gifts is an essential step in deepening your faith journey and serving effectively
within your church community. The Lifeway spiritual gifts survey is a widely used tool
designed to help believers identify their unique spiritual gifts, enabling them to serve with
confidence and purpose. Whether you're new to exploring spiritual gifts or seeking to
refine your understanding, this comprehensive guide will walk you through the
significance of the survey, how to take it, and how to apply its results to your spiritual
walk.

What Is the Lifeway Spiritual Gifts Survey?

The Lifeway spiritual gifts survey is a practical assessment developed by Lifeway
Christian Resources, a prominent organization dedicated to supporting churches and
Christian education. The survey aims to help Christians discover their God-given abilities
and how those abilities can be used to serve others and glorify God.

Purpose of the Survey

1. To identify individual spiritual gifts

2. To help believers understand their strengths and areas for growth
3. To promote effective ministry within the church community

4. To foster spiritual maturity and service-oriented leadership

Why Is the Lifeway Spiritual Gifts Survey Important?

1. Enhances Personal Growth: Discovering your spiritual gifts encourages self-
awareness and spiritual development.

2. Strengthens Church Community: Assigning members to roles that match their gifts
increases ministry effectiveness.

3. Encourages Purposeful Service: Knowing your gifts helps you serve confidently and
joyfully.

4. Aligns with Biblical Principles: The survey is rooted in Scripture, emphasizing the
diversity of spiritual gifts as outlined in 1 Corinthians 12 and Romans 12.

How Does the Lifeway Spiritual Gifts Survey Work?

Understanding how the survey functions can help you approach it with clarity and
intention. The process typically involves answering a series of questions designed to
assess your preferences, tendencies, and natural inclinations.
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Steps to Take the Survey

1. Access the Survey: The survey is available online through Lifeway’s website or
through church-led group sessions.

2. Answer Honestly: Respond to questions based on your genuine responses, not what
you think others expect.

3. Receive Your Results: Upon completion, the survey generates a report highlighting
your primary spiritual gifts.

4. Reflect and Discuss: Review your results and discuss them with church leaders,
mentors, or in small groups for further insights.

Understanding Your Results

The survey typically categorizes your gifts into areas such as teaching, serving,
encouragement, leadership, mercy, and more. Recognizing your top gifts allows you to
consider specific ways to serve within your church.

Common Spiritual Gifts Identified by the Lifeway Survey

While the specific results may vary, the Lifeway spiritual gifts survey aligns with biblical
categories of spiritual gifts. Here are some common gifts you might discover:

Teaching

- Ability to explain Scripture clearly and inspire others to learn - Often involved in Sunday
school, Bible study groups, or preaching

Serving

- A passion for helping others and meeting practical needs - Often found in hospitality,
outreach, or care ministries

Encouragement

- Gifted in uplifting and motivating others through words and actions - Often involved in
counseling or support groups

Leadership

- Skilled in organizing, guiding, and motivating teams - Often serve as church officers or
ministry coordinators

Mercy

- Compassionate and empathetic, providing comfort to those in distress - Active in



ministries that care for the sick, grieving, or marginalized

Wisdom and Knowledge

- Gifted in providing godly counsel and understanding Scripture deeply - Often serve as
teachers or mentors

Applying Your Spiritual Gifts to Your Church and
Community

Discovering your gifts is only the first step; applying them leads to a fulfilling and
impactful spiritual life.

Getting Involved in Ministry

1. Join existing ministry teams aligned with your top gifts
2. Volunteer for new initiatives where your gifts can make a difference
3. Lead small groups or Bible studies if you have a teaching gift

Serving with Purpose

1. Seek opportunities that match your spiritual gifts to maximize effectiveness
2. Collaborate with others who have complementary gifts for holistic ministry
3. Continuously seek growth and development in your areas of service

Encouraging Others in Their Gifts

1. Help new members discover their gifts through assessments or mentorship

2. Create an environment of encouragement and recognition within your church
community

3. Foster a culture of service and spiritual growth

Benefits of Taking the Lifeway Spiritual Gifts Survey

Engaging with the survey offers numerous benefits beyond simply identifying your gifts.

Personal Benefits

1. Increased self-awareness and confidence in your spiritual abilities
2. Clarity on how to serve effectively within your church community
3. Enhanced spiritual growth through intentional service
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Church and Community Benefits

1. More organized and purpose-driven ministry teams
2. Greater unity and cooperation among church members
3. More impactful outreach and service projects

Long-Term Impact

1. Developing a lifelong habit of discovering and utilizing spiritual gifts
2. Building a resilient and vibrant church community rooted in diverse gifts
3. Fostering a culture of continuous spiritual development and service

Tips for Getting the Most Out of the Lifeway Spiritual
Gifts Survey

Maximize the benefits of the survey with these practical tips:

Be Honest and Thoughtful

- Answer based on your true feelings and tendencies, not perceived expectations.

Reflect on Past Experiences

- Consider moments when you felt most fulfilled or energized in ministry.

Discuss Results with Others

- Talk with church leaders, mentors, or trusted friends to gain additional insights.

Stay Open to Growth

- Recognize that spiritual gifts can develop over time; remain open to discovering new
gifts.

Combine Multiple Assessments

- Use the Lifeway survey alongside other tools or biblical study to get a comprehensive
understanding.

Conclusion: Embrace Your Spiritual Gifts and Serve with
Purpose

The Lifeway spiritual gifts survey is a valuable resource for every believer seeking to
understand and utilize their God-given abilities. By taking the survey, you open the door



to a more intentional, impactful, and joyful Christian life. As you discover your gifts,
remember that each one plays a vital role in building up the body of Christ and reaching
others with the love of Jesus. Whether you're serving in a small group, leading a ministry,
or simply living out your faith daily, embracing your spiritual gifts allows you to serve
authentically and effectively. So, take the step today—discover your gifts, apply them
boldly, and watch as God uses your unique talents to make a difference in your life and
the lives of others.

Lifeway Spiritual Gifts Survey: Unlocking Your God-Given Potential In the landscape of
Christian discipleship and personal spiritual growth, understanding one's spiritual gifts is
a vital step toward fulfilling one's unique calling within the church and broader
community. The Lifeway Spiritual Gifts Survey has emerged as one of the most
recognized tools for helping believers identify their spiritual strengths and areas of
service. Rooted in biblical principles and designed with user-friendliness in mind, this
survey offers both individuals and church leaders a pathway toward more effective
ministry engagement. This article provides a comprehensive overview of the Lifeway
Spiritual Gifts Survey, exploring its origins, methodology, benefits, limitations, and
practical applications within Christian life.

What Is the Lifeway Spiritual Gifts Survey?

Definition and Purpose

The Lifeway Spiritual Gifts Survey is an assessment tool developed by Lifeway Christian
Resources, a prominent publisher and provider of Christian materials and training. Its
primary purpose is to help Christians discover which spiritual gifts they possess — gifts
that are believed to be divinely bestowed by the Holy Spirit for service within the church
and beyond. Spiritual gifts, according to biblical passages such as 1 Corinthians 12,
Romans 12, and Ephesians 4, are special abilities given by God to believers for the
purpose of building up the body of Christ. The Lifeway survey aims to translate these
biblical concepts into an accessible, practical format that enables individuals to recognize
their God-ordained talents and potential ministry roles.

Historical Context and Development

Lifeway Christian Resources has a long-standing history of developing assessment tools
for churches and believers. The spiritual gifts survey originated from the broader
movement within evangelical Christianity to promote spiritual formation through self-
awareness and service. It was designed to complement biblical teaching, sermon series,
and discipleship programs, serving as a foundational step for personal reflection and
church ministry planning. Over the years, the survey has undergone revisions to improve
accuracy, clarity, and usability, aligning with contemporary understandings of spiritual
gifts and the needs of modern churches.
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Methodology and Structure of the Survey

Design and Format

The Lifeway Spiritual Gifts Survey typically consists of a questionnaire with approximately
70-100 questions. These questions are structured to assess preferences, skills, and
inclinations that correlate with biblical spiritual gifts. Participants respond using a Likert
scale (e.g., from "Strongly Disagree" to "Strongly Agree"), allowing for nuanced results.
The survey covers a broad spectrum of gifts, including but not limited to: - Teaching -
Leadership - Mercy - Hospitality - Evangelism - Wisdom - Prophecy - Serving - Giving -
Exhortation The questions are crafted to evaluate both natural inclinations and developed
skills, providing a balanced view of an individual's gifting profile.

Scoring and Result Interpretation

Once completed, the survey responses are scored according to a predetermined key. The
highest scores indicate the spiritual gifts that are most prominent in the respondent's life.
The results typically include: - A ranked list of gifts, from most to least prominent. -
Descriptions of each gift, including biblical references and practical applications. -
Guidance on how to interpret the results within the context of personal ministry and
church service. Some versions of the Lifeway survey also include suggestions for further
steps, such as engaging in specific ministries or seeking mentorship.

Benefits of Using the Lifeway Spiritual Gifts Survey

Facilitates Personal Self-Awareness

One of the most significant benefits of the survey is its ability to help believers
understand their spiritual strengths and how they can best serve. Many Christians are
unaware of their spiritual gifts or have misconceptions about their abilities. The survey
provides clarity, encouraging confidence in one's calling.

Enhances Church Unity and Effectiveness

When church leaders utilize the survey across congregations, it fosters a culture of
intentional service. By aligning members' gifts with ministry opportunities, churches can
operate more efficiently and harmoniously, reducing the risk of burnout and
dissatisfaction.

Serves as a Discipleship Tool

The survey acts as a stepping stone in discipleship programs, promoting spiritual growth
through self-reflection and active participation. It encourages believers to explore new



areas of service and develop their gifts further.

Supports Leadership Development

For pastors and ministry leaders, understanding the giftedness of their congregation
enables better delegation and development of leadership pipelines. It helps identify
potential leaders and tailor training programs accordingly.

Accessible and User-Friendly

The survey is designed for various age groups and maturity levels, with straightforward
language and clear instructions. Many churches incorporate it into new member classes,
retreats, or small group settings.

Limitations and Critical Perspectives

Subjectivity and Self-Assessment Bias

While the Lifeway survey strives for accuracy, it relies heavily on self-reporting, which can
introduce bias. Participants may overestimate or underestimate their abilities based on
personal perceptions, cultural influences, or social desirability.

Limited Scope of Gifts Covered

Although comprehensive, the survey may not encompass all possible spiritual gifts or
nuanced expressions of giftedness. Some qifts, especially those less commonly
recognized, might be underrepresented.

Contextual Variability

Gifts can be exercised differently depending on cultural, community, or denominational
contexts. The survey provides a general framework but may not capture the full
complexity of how gifts manifest in specific settings.

Complement, Not Replace, Biblical Study

The survey should not substitute in-depth biblical study of spiritual gifts. It is a tool to aid
understanding but should be complemented by scripture, prayer, and mentorship for a
holistic approach.

Practical Applications and Next Steps
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Integrating the Survey into Church Life

Many churches incorporate the Lifeway Spiritual Gifts Survey into their membership
onboarding process, leadership training, or discipleship classes. Once results are
obtained, churches can: - Host workshops to explore gifts and ministry opportunities. -
Form small groups based on shared gifts to foster community. - Develop targeted
ministry teams aligned with members' strengths.

Personal Development and Ministry Growth

For individual believers, the survey can serve as a foundation for: - Pursuing further
training or mentorship in areas of giftedness. - Volunteering in ministries that align with
their top gifts. - Setting personal spiritual growth goals.

Ongoing Evaluation and Reassessment

Gifts can develop over time, and life circumstances may change. It is recommended that
believers periodically reassess their giftedness, especially after significant life events or
spiritual milestones.

Comparison With Other Spiritual Gifts Assessments

While the Lifeway survey is prominent, it exists alongside other tools such as the Spiritual
Gifts Inventory by Christian Leadership Alliance or the Online Gift Assessment by various
ministries. Compared to these, Lifeway’s survey is often praised for its biblical grounding
and ease of use. However, some critics suggest combining multiple assessments or
supplementing them with personal reflection and biblical study for a more rounded
understanding.

Conclusion: A Valuable Tool for Spiritual Growth

The Lifeway Spiritual Gifts Survey stands as a practical, biblically rooted resource that
supports individuals and churches in discovering and utilizing their spiritual gifts. While it
has its limitations, when used thoughtfully and in conjunction with scripture and
mentorship, it can significantly enhance personal spiritual development and church
ministry effectiveness. As believers seek to serve more intentionally and fulfill their divine
calling, tools like the Lifeway survey serve as valuable guides on the journey toward
spiritual maturity and impactful service. By embracing this assessment, Christians can
better understand their God-given abilities, foster stronger communities, and advance the
kingdom of God with confidence and clarity.



Questions & Answers About lifeway spiritual gifts

survey
N Question Answer
o
1 | What is the Lifeway Spiritual | The Lifeway Spiritual Gifts Survey is a tool designed

Gifts Survey?

to help individuals identify their spiritual gifts and
understand how God has uniquely gifted them for
service within the church and community.

2 | How can | take the Lifeway You can access the survey online through Lifeway's

Spiritual Gifts Survey? official website or purchase a printed copy through
Christian bookstores or church resources. Many
churches also offer group sessions to complete the
survey together.

3 |Is the Lifeway Spiritual Gifts | The availability of the survey depends on the
Survey free? source; some online versions may be free, while

printed or paid digital versions may require a fee.
Check Lifeway'’s official website for current pricing
and availability.

4 | How accurate is the Lifeway | While the survey is a helpful tool for self-discovery
Spiritual Gifts Survey in and reflection, it should be used as a guide
identifying my qifts? alongside prayer and counsel. It provides insights

but is not a definitive measurement of your spiritual
gifts.

5 | Can | retake the Lifeway Yes, retaking the survey periodically can help you
Spiritual Gifts Survey if | want | gain new insights as your spiritual journey develops
to explore new gifts? and your gifts evolve over time.

6 | What are the common The survey typically identifies gifts such as
spiritual gifts identified by teaching, serving, leadership, mercy,
the Lifeway Survey? encouragement, giving, hospitality, wisdom,

knowledge, and discernment.

7 | How should | use the results | Use the results to explore opportunities for service
of the Lifeway Spiritual Gifts | within your church or community, seek further
Survey? training, and align your talents with your spiritual

calling to grow in your faith and impact others.

8 | Are there any criticisms or Some critics suggest that surveys may oversimplify
limitations of the Lifeway spiritual gifts or rely on self-assessment, which can
Spiritual Gifts Survey? be subjective. It's important to consider the results

as part of a broader discernment process.

9 | Does Lifeway offer resources | Yes, Lifeway provides additional resources such as

to help me develop my
spiritual gifts after taking the
survey?

books, small group studies, and coaching to help
individuals develop and effectively use their
spiritual gifts.
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10 | Is the Lifeway Spiritual Gifts | The survey is generally designed for adult believers,

Survey suitable for all ages? | but some versions or adaptations may be
appropriate for mature youth or teens under
guidance from a parent or leader.

spiritual gifts assessment, Lifeway gifts test, spiritual gifts inventory, spiritual gifts
questionnaire, spiritual gifts discovery, spiritual gifts quiz, spiritual gifts test, spiritual gifts
report, spiritual gifts results, spiritual gifts study
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