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Louisiana Parishes Alphabetical Order

louisiana parishes alphabetical order is a fundamental aspect of understanding the
state’s unique administrative geography. Unlike most U.S. states that are divided into
counties, Louisiana is divided into parishes, a legacy of its French and Spanish colonial
history. This distinctive system reflects the state’s rich cultural heritage and influences how
local governance, legal jurisdictions, and community identities are organized. For
residents, visitors, and researchers alike, knowing the parishes in alphabetical order
facilitates navigation, research, and a deeper appreciation of Louisiana’s diverse regions.
Understanding Louisiana Parishes What Are Louisiana Parishes? Louisiana’s parishes serve
as administrative subdivisions similar to counties in other states. There are 64 parishes in
total, each with its own local government, elected officials, and unique cultural identity.
These parishes vary greatly in size, population, and geographic features, ranging from
bustling urban centers to rural countryside. The Origin of Parishes in Louisiana The use of
the term "parish" dates back to the state’s colonial era when the Catholic Church played a
prominent role in community organization. The boundaries of these parishes often mirror
the boundaries of religious dioceses, which persisted even after Louisiana became part of
the United States through the Louisiana Purchase in 1803. Importance of Alphabetical
Arrangement Listing parishes in alphabetical order helps streamline various processes,
including: - Navigational referencing - Data collection and analysis - Legal documentation -
Educational purposes - Travel planning Organizing by alphabet ensures quick and easy
access to information for residents, officials, and visitors. List of Louisiana Parishes in
Alphabetical Order Below is a comprehensive list of Louisiana’s 64 parishes, arranged
alphabetically for clarity and ease of reference. Parishes A through D - Acadia Parish - Allen
Parish - Ascension Parish - Assumption Parish - Avoyelles Parish - Beauregard Parish -
Bienville Parish - Bossier Parish - Caddo Parish - Calcasieu Parish - Caldwell Parish -
Cameron Parish - Catahoula Parish - Claiborne Parish - Concordia Parish - DeSoto Parish -
East Baton Rouge Parish - East Carroll Parish - East Feliciana Parish - Evangeline Parish -
Franklin Parish - Grant Parish - Iberia Parish - Iberville Parish - Jackson Parish - Jefferson
Parish - Jefferson Davis Parish - Lafayette Parish - Lafourche Parish - LaSalle Parish -
Lincoln Parish - Livingston Parish - Madison Parish - Morehouse Parish - Natchitoches
Parish - Orleans Parish - Ouachita Parish - Plaquemines Parish - Pointe Coupee Parish -
Rapides Parish - Red River Parish - Richland Parish - Sabine Parish - St. Bernard Parish -
St. Charles Parish - St. Helena Parish - St. James Parish - St. John the Baptist Parish - St.
Landry Parish - St. Martin Parish - St. Mary Parish - St. Tammany Parish - Tangipahoa
Parish - Tensas Parish - Terrebonne Parish - Union Parish - Vermilion Parish - Vernon
Parish - Washington Parish - Webster Parish - West Baton Rouge Parish - West Carroll



Parish - West Feliciana Parish - Winn Parish Parishes E through H - East Baton Rouge
Parish - East Carroll Parish - East Feliciana Parish - Evangeline Parish - Franklin Parish -
Grant Parish - Iberia Parish - Iberville Parish - Jackson Parish - Jefferson Parish - Jefferson
Davis Parish - Lafayette Parish - Lafourche Parish - LaSalle Parish - Lincoln Parish -
Livingston Parish - Madison Parish - Morehouse Parish - Natchitoches Parish - Orleans
Parish - Ouachita Parish - Plaquemines Parish - Pointe Coupee Parish - Rapides Parish - Red
River Parish - Richland Parish - Sabine Parish - St. Bernard Parish - St. Charles Parish - St.
Helena Parish - St. James Parish - St. John the Baptist Parish - St. Landry Parish - St.
Martin Parish - St. Mary Parish - St. Tammany Parish - Tangipahoa Parish - Tensas Parish -
Terrebonne Parish - Union Parish - Vermilion Parish - Vernon Parish - Washington Parish -
Webster Parish - West Baton Rouge Parish - West Carroll Parish - West Feliciana Parish -
Winn Parish Parishes I through L - Iberia Parish - Iberville Parish - Jackson Parish -
Jefferson Parish - Jefferson Davis Parish - Lafayette Parish - Lafourche Parish - LaSalle
Parish - Lincoln Parish - Livingston Parish Parishes M through P - Madison Parish -
Morehouse Parish - Natchitoches Parish - Orleans Parish - Ouachita Parish - Plaquemines
Parish - Pointe Coupee Parish - Rapides Parish - Red River Parish - Richland Parish - Sabine
Parish - St. Bernard Parish - St. Charles Parish - St. Helena Parish - St. James Parish - St.
John the Baptist Parish - St. Landry Parish - St. Martin Parish - St. Mary Parish - St.
Tammany Parish - Tangipahoa Parish - Tensas Parish - Terrebonne Parish - Union Parish -
Vermilion Parish - Vernon Parish - Washington Parish - Webster Parish - West Baton Rouge
Parish - West Carroll Parish - West Feliciana Parish - Winn Parish Notable Parishes and
Their Features While every parish has its own unique charm, some stand out due to their
size, history, or cultural significance. Orleans Parish - Contains New Orleans, Louisiana’s
largest city - Known for its vibrant music, cuisine, and Mardi Gras celebrations - A hub of
cultural diversity East Baton Rouge Parish - Home to the state capital, Baton Rouge - A
center for government, education, and industry Caddo Parish - Located in northwestern
Louisiana - Contains Shreveport, a major city with a rich history in the oil industry and
entertainment Lafayette Parish - Known for Cajun culture and cuisine - Popular for festivals
and outdoor activities Acadia Parish - Located in south-central Louisiana - Noted for its
agriculture, especially rice and crawfish farming Cultural and Geographic Diversity in
Louisiana Parishes Louisiana’s parishes reflect the state’s diverse geography and cultural
heritage. For example: - Urban Parishes: Orleans, East Baton Rouge, and Caddo are urban
centers with significant economic and cultural influence. - Rural Parishes: Parishes like
Tensas, Union, and LaSalle are largely rural, with agriculture and natural resources
playing vital roles. - Cultural Hotspots: Parishes such as St. Martin and St. Landry preserve
Cajun and Creole traditions, offering vibrant music, dance, and culinary scenes. How to
Use the List Effectively For Researchers and Students - Cross-reference parish names for
demographic or historical studies. - Use the alphabetical list for quick lookup during data
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analysis. For Travelers and Tourists - Plan visits based on geographic regions or cultural
interests. - Use the list to familiarize yourself with local jurisdictions. For Residents -
Understand local governance structures. - Engage with community events and local
government. Conclusion The alphabetical ordering of Louisiana parishes provides an
accessible way to understand and navigate the state’s unique administrative divisions.
Whether you’re a resident, a visitor, or a researcher, familiarizing yourself with the list of
parishes in order enhances your appreciation of Louisiana’s rich cultural tapestry and
geographic diversity. From the bustling streets of New Orleans in Orleans Parish to the
quiet rural landscapes of LaSalle Parish, each parish contributes to the vibrant mosaic that
makes Louisiana a truly distinctive state in the United States. By mastering the Louisiana
parishes in alphabetical order, you gain not only a tool for efficient navigation but also a
deeper connection to the history, culture, and communities that define this remarkable
state.

Louisiana Parishes Alphabetical Order: An In-Depth Guide to the State’s Unique
Administrative Divisions

Louisiana is a state rich in history, culture, and diversity, and its unique system of
administrative divisions—parishes—is a defining feature that sets it apart from other U.S.
states. Unlike counties found elsewhere in the country, Louisiana’s parishes reflect the
state's French and Spanish colonial heritage, emphasizing its distinct identity within the
United States. Understanding the Louisiana parishes alphabetical order is essential for
anyone interested in the state's geography, governance, or planning travel, research, or
educational projects. This guide offers a comprehensive overview of Louisiana's parishes,
presented alphabetically for clarity and ease of reference.

What Are Louisiana Parishes?

Louisiana’s parishes are equivalent to what other states call counties. The term “parish”
originated from the state's colonial history when ecclesiastical boundaries were used for
civil administration. This unique terminology remains today, with Louisiana comprising 64
parishes, each serving as the primary administrative division for local government and
public services.

Why Louisiana Uses Parishes Instead of Counties

Louisiana's history is tied to its French and Spanish colonial past, where church parishes
played a central role in community organization. When the state was admitted to the Union,
this structure persisted, and the term “parish” became embedded in its legal and
governmental framework. The use of parishes underscores Louisiana’s distinct cultural
identity and historical roots.



Navigating Louisiana Parishes in Alphabetical Order

Organizing Louisiana's 64 parishes alphabetically provides a straightforward way to
familiarize oneself with their names, locations, and key features. Below, each parish is
listed alphabetically with a brief overview to highlight its significance.

A Parishes

Ascension Parish

Located along the Mississippi River south of Baton Rouge.1.
Known for its burgeoning suburban communities and industrial economy.2.
Key towns include Gonzales and Donaldsonville.3.

Assumption Parish

Situated southeast of Baton Rouge.1.
Features a mix of agriculture, oil refining, and petrochemical industries.2.
Notable for the Assumption Parish Courthouse and historic sites.3.

B Parishes

Beauregard Parish

Located in southwestern Louisiana.1.
Named after Confederate General P.G.T. Beauregard.2.
Known for its outdoor recreational opportunities, including hunting and fishing.3.

Bienville Parish

Situated in northern Louisiana.1.
Named after Jean-Baptiste Le Moyne de Bienville, founder of New Orleans.2.
Features forests, lakes, and the Bienville National Forest.3.

Bossier Parish

Part of the Shreveport-Bossier City metropolitan area.1.
Known for casinos, entertainment, and casinos like Margaritaville Resort.2.
Important for its economic contributions and cultural attractions.3.

Boone's Parish (historical reference)

Historically referenced but now part of more current parishes.1.

C Parishes

Calcasieu Parish
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Located in southwestern Louisiana.1.
Home to Lake Charles, a major economic and cultural hub.2.
Known for petrochemical industries, casinos, and festivals.3.

Caldwell Parish

Situated in northern Louisiana.1.
Known for outdoor activities on Lake Caldwell and the Black Lake Wildlife Refuge.2.

Cameron Parish

Located on Louisiana’s southwestern coast.1.
Features coastal wetlands, fishing, and oil production.2.
Vulnerable to hurricanes and coastal erosion.3.

Catahoula Parish

Known for the Catahoula Leopard Dog, Louisiana’s state dog.1.
Features Catahoula Lake and extensive wetlands.2.

Claiborne Parish

Situated in northern Louisiana.1.
Rich history with Civil War sites and the town of Homer.2.

Concordia Parish

Located along the Mississippi River.1.
Known for agriculture, particularly soybeans and cotton.2.

D Parishes

De Soto Parish

Located in northwestern Louisiana.1.
Features the historic town of Mansfield and outdoor recreation areas.2.

E Parishes

There are no Louisiana parishes starting with the letter E.

F Parishes

Franklin Parish

Located in northeastern Louisiana.1.
Known for agriculture and the Tensas River.2.



G Parishes

Grant Parish

Situated in central Louisiana.1.
Known for recreational lakes and the Kisatchie National Forest.2.

Green Parish (Historical references)

No current parish with this name.1.

H Parishes

Hammond Parish (Historical or referencing city)

The city of Hammond is in Tangipahoa Parish.1.

Hammond Parish (not official)

No official Louisiana parish with this name.1.

I Parishes

Iberia Parish

Located along the Gulf Coast.1.
Known for its rich Cajun culture, seafood, and historic sites like the Iberia Parish2.
Courthouse.

Iberville Parish

Situated near Baton Rouge.1.
Known for the historic Old State Capitol and the Belle of Orleans cruise.2.

Iberville Parish

Located along the Mississippi River.1.

J Parishes

Jackson Parish

Located in northern Louisiana.1.
Known for outdoor activities at Lake Claiborne and the Jackson Parish Fair.2.

Jefferson Parish

Part of the New Orleans metropolitan area.1.
Features a mix of urban and suburban communities, including Metairie and Kenner.2.
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A hub for commerce, culture, and festivals.3.

Jefferson Davis Parish

Situated in southwestern Louisiana.1.
Known for the town of Jennings and oil industry.2.

K Parishes

There are no Louisiana parishes that start with K.

L Parishes

Lafourche Parish

Located along the Gulf Coast.1.
Known for its fishing, seafood, and the town of Thibodaux.2.

LaSalle Parish

Situated in central Louisiana.1.
Features the city of Olla and outdoor recreation areas.2.

Lafayette Parish

Located in southwestern Louisiana.1.
Heart of Cajun Country, known for vibrant culture, music, and cuisine.2.

Lafitte Parish (historical references)

No current parish with this name.1.

Livingston Parish

Situated east of Baton Rouge.1.
Known for its rapid growth, lakes, and outdoor recreation.2.

Lincoln Parish

Located in north-central Louisiana.1.
Home to Louisiana Tech University in Ruston.2.

Louisiana Parish (historical references)

No current parish with this name.1.

M Parishes

Madison Parish



Located along the Mississippi River.1.
Known for agriculture and the historic town of Tallulah.2.

Morehouse Parish

Situated in northeastern Louisiana.1.
Features Tallulah and Richland Parish.2.

N Parishes

No Louisiana parishes start with N.

O Parishes

Orleans Parish

The heart of New Orleans, the state's largest city.1.
Known for its vibrant culture, music, festivals, and historic architecture.2.

P Parishes

Pointe Coupee Parish

Located along the Mississippi River.1.
Known for historic river towns and agriculture.2.

Rapides Parish

Situated in central Louisiana.1.
Features Alexandria, a major regional hub.2.

Red River Parish

Located in north-central Louisiana.1.
Known for agriculture and the town of Coushatta.2.

Richland Parish

Located in northeastern Louisiana.1.
Features the city of Rayville.2.

Sabine Parish

Situated in western Louisiana.1.
Known for outdoor recreation and the Toledo Bend Reservoir.2.

St. Bernard Parish
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Located along the Gulf Coast, near New Orleans.1.
Known for its strong Cajun culture and seafood.2.

St. Charles Parish

Part of the New Orleans metropolitan area.1.
Features the historic town of Hahnville.2.

St. Helena Parish

Located in southeastern Louisiana.1.
Known for its rural character and historic plantations.2.

St. James Parish

Situated on the Mississippi River.1.
Known for its industrial developments and historic sites.2.

St. John the Baptist Parish

Located along the Mississippi River.1.
Known for its vibrant culture and Mardi Gras celebrations.2.

St. Landry Parish

Located in south-central Louisiana.1.
Known for Cajun culture, music, and festivals.2.

St. Martin Parish

Located in south-central Louisiana.1.
Known for its Cajun cuisine and the Atchafalaya Basin.2.

St. Mary Parish

Located along the Gulf Coast.1.
Known for oil production, seafood, and historic sites.2.

St. Tammany Parish

Located on the north shore of Lake Pontchartrain.1.
Known for its suburban communities, parks, and festivals.2.

Tangipahoa Parish

Situated east of Baton Rouge.1.
Home to Hammond and a hub for festivals and outdoor recreation.2.



Tensas Parish

Located in northeastern Louisiana.1.
Known for wetlands and wildlife refuges.2.

Terrebonne Parish

Located along the Gulf Coast.1.
Known for Houma, seafood, and the Atchafalaya Basin.2.

Washington Parish

Situated in southeastern Louisiana.1.
Known for its forests, lakes, and outdoor activities.2.

West Baton Rouge Parish

Located near Baton Rouge.1.
Features historic sites and suburban communities.2.

West Feliciana Parish

Known for its historic plantations and picturesque landscapes.1.
Located northwest of Baton Rouge.2.

S Parishes

St. Tammany Parish

Already covered under T.1.

T Parishes

Tangipahoa Parish

Already mentioned under T.1.

Tensas Parish

Already mentioned under T.1.

U Parishes

There are no Louisiana parishes starting with U.

V Parishes

There are no Louisiana parishes starting with V.

W Parishes
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Washington Parish

Already detailed under W.1.

Webster Parish

Located in northwestern Louisiana.1.
Known for2.

Questions & Answers About louisiana parishes
alphabetical order

N
o

Question Answer

1 What is the significance of
listing Louisiana parishes in
alphabetical order?

Listing Louisiana parishes alphabetically helps with
organization, navigation, and easy reference for
researchers, travelers, and residents seeking specific
parishes within the state.

2 How many parishes are there
in Louisiana, and are they all
listed alphabetically?

Louisiana has 64 parishes, and they are often listed
in alphabetical order for clarity and ease of access in
various resources and documents.

3 What is the first and last
parish alphabetically in
Louisiana?

The first parish alphabetically is Acadia Parish, and
the last is West Feliciana Parish.

4 Are there any common uses
for an alphabetical list of
Louisiana parishes?

Yes, alphabetical lists are used in directories,
government records, educational materials, and
travel guides to help users find parish information
quickly.

5 Can you provide an example
of Louisiana parishes in the
middle of the alphabet?

Sure, examples include Jefferson Parish and
Lafayette Parish, which are roughly in the middle of
the alphabet.

6 Why is it important to
understand the alphabetical
order of Louisiana parishes
for tourists?

Knowing the alphabetical order helps tourists locate
specific parishes on maps, plan visits efficiently, and
find local attractions or services within those
parishes.

7 Are Louisiana parish names in
alphabetical order in official
documents?

Yes, many official documents and databases list
Louisiana parishes alphabetically to standardize
referencing and improve accessibility.

8 What resources can I use to
view Louisiana parishes in
alphabetical order?

You can use state government websites, geographic
information systems (GIS), atlases, and online
mapping services that organize parishes
alphabetically.



9 Have the names of Louisiana
parishes changed over time,
and does that affect their
alphabetical listing?

Yes, some parish names have changed historically,
but current official listings reflect the latest names,
maintaining alphabetical order based on the current
nomenclature.

10 How can I find a complete list
of Louisiana parishes in
alphabetical order?

You can find a complete and updated list on the
Louisiana Secretary of State's website, state GIS
resources, or reputable geographic databases online.

Louisiana parishes, Louisiana counties, Louisiana map, Louisiana regions, Louisiana
administrative divisions, Louisiana parish list, Louisiana geography, Louisiana local
government, Louisiana political subdivisions, Louisiana alphabetical listing
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