Citadel Miniatures Painting Guide

Citadel Miniatures Painting Guide: Mastering the Art of
Miniature Painting

citadel miniatures painting guide is an essential resource for hobbyists and tabletop gamers
alike who want to elevate their miniature painting skills. Whether you're a beginner just starting
out or an experienced painter looking to refine your techniques, understanding the
fundamentals of Citadel miniature painting can dramatically improve the quality of your models.
This comprehensive guide will walk you through the key steps, techniques, and tips to help you
achieve stunning results with Citadel paints and tools.

Understanding Citadel Miniatures and Materials

Before diving into painting techniques, it's important to familiarize yourself with the materials
and tools specific to Citadel miniatures.
Citadel Miniatures Overview

Citadel miniatures are renowned for their high-quality sculpts, detailed textures, and vibrant
designs. They cover a wide range of themes including Warhammer 40K, Age of Sigmar, and
other tabletop games.

Essential Painting Supplies

To get started, gather the following supplies: - Citadel paints (Layer, Base, Shade, Dry, and
Technical paints) - Fine detail brushes (sizes 00, 0, 1, 2) - Primer (spray or brush-on) - Water pot
for cleaning brushes - Palette or wet palette - Hobby knife - Files or sanding sticks - Tweezers -
Varnish (matte, gloss, or satin)

Choosing the Right Primer

Priming is a crucial step that ensures paint adhesion and longevity. Use a spray primer in black,
white, or gray based on your desired effect: - Black primer for darker tones and shadows - White
primer for brighter, more vibrant colors - Gray primer as a neutral starting point

Preparing Your Miniature for Painting

Proper preparation ensures smooth painting and professional results.
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Cleaning and Removing Mold Lines

- Use a hobby knife or file to carefully remove mold lines and flash. - Wash the miniature with
warm water and a mild detergent to remove any release agents or oils.

Priming Your Miniature

- Place the miniature on a holder or stand for easy handling. - Spray or brush on an even coat of
primer. - Allow to dry completely before proceeding.

Basic Painting Techniques for Citadel Miniatures

Mastering the foundational techniques will give your miniatures depth, realism, and vibrancy.

Layering and Base Coating

- Start with a smooth, even base coat using a large brush. - Thin paints with water or medium to
avoid obscuring details. - Apply multiple thin coats rather than a single thick layer.

Dry Brushing

- Load a dry brush with a small amount of paint. - Wipe most of the paint off on a paper towel. -
Lightly brush over raised surfaces to highlight textures.

Washing and Shading

- Use Citadel Shade paints or custom washes. - Apply wash to recesses to create shadows and
depth. - Allow to flow into crevices for a natural shading effect.

Highlighting

- Use a lighter shade of your base color. - Apply to edges and raised areas for contrast. - Use
fine brushes for precision.

Blending and Glazing

- Blend transitions between colors smoothly. - Use thin glazes to subtly shift tones or add depth.
Advanced Techniques for Stunning Miniatures
Once you're comfortable with basic techniques, explore these advanced methods.

Wet Blending

- Mix two colors directly on the miniature before they dry. - Work quickly to create smooth
transitions.



Non-Metallic Metal (NMM)

- Simulate metallic surfaces using matte paints with strategic highlights and shadows. - Focus
on light source consistency for realism.

Object Source Lighting (OSL)

- Create the illusion of a light source emitting from an object. - Use bright colors and careful
shading to simulate glow effects.

Freehand Detailing

- Add banners, symbols, or intricate designs. - Use fine brushes and steady hands for precision.
Color Theory and Palette Selection
Choosing the right colors enhances your miniature’s visual appeal.

Color Schemes

- Select a main color theme that matches the faction or character. - Use complementary or
analogous colors for harmony.

Contrast and Brightness

- Incorporate contrasting colors for focal points. - Use brighter colors for highlights and accents.

Lighting Considerations

- Decide on a light source direction to maintain consistency. - Apply highlights accordingly to
simulate light interaction.

Tips for Achieving Professional Results

- Thin your paints appropriately for smooth application. - Use a wet palette to keep paints moist
longer. - Work in layers, allowing each to dry before proceeding. - Keep brushes clean to
maintain sharp detail work. - Practice patience; detailed work takes time. - Use magnification
tools if needed for fine details. - Take breaks to prevent fatigue and maintain steady hands.

Varnishing and Finishing Your Miniature
Protection is key to preserving your hard work.

Choosing the Right Varnish

- Matte varnish for a subdued look. - Gloss varnish for shiny surfaces. - Satin for a balanced
finish.
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Applying Varnish

- Spray in a well-ventilated area. - Apply light, even coats. - Allow to dry completely before
handling.

Additional Resources and Community Inspiration

Joining online forums, local clubs, or social media groups can provide valuable feedback and
inspiration. Watching tutorial videos and reading articles can also help improve your skills.

Recommended Tutorials and Guides

- YouTube channels dedicated to miniature painting. - Blogs showcasing step-by-step projects. -
Painting contests and challenges for motivation.

Storing and Maintaining Your Miniatures

- Keep painted miniatures in a dust-free environment. - Use storage cases or display shelves. -
Regularly check for chips or damage and touch up as needed.

Conclusion: Elevate Your Citadel Miniatures Painting
Skills

A well-painted miniature is not only a joy to behold but also enhances your gaming experience
and showcases your craftsmanship. By understanding the fundamentals, practicing various
techniques, and applying patience and attention to detail, you can achieve professional-quality
results with Citadel miniatures. Remember, every miniature is an opportunity to learn and
express your creativity. Start with simple projects, gradually incorporate advanced techniques,
and most importantly, enjoy the process of bringing your models to life. With dedication and
practice, your collection will stand out on the tabletop and in display cases alike.

Citadel Miniatures Painting Guide Painting Citadel miniatures is both an art and a science,
requiring patience, precision, and a good understanding of techniques and materials. Whether
you're a beginner just starting out or an experienced painter looking to refine your skills, this
comprehensive Citadel miniatures painting guide aims to walk you through every essential
aspect of transforming tiny models into stunning works of art. From choosing the right paints to
mastering advanced techniques, you'll find detailed tips and insights to elevate your miniature
painting game.

Getting Started with Citadel Miniatures

Before diving into brushwork and color schemes, it's vital to understand what makes Citadel
miniatures special and how to set up your workspace for success.



Understanding Citadel Miniatures

Citadel, a brand under Games Workshop, has been a leader in miniature manufacturing for
decades. Their models are renowned for: - Exceptional detail and quality. - A wide variety of
themes, from sci-fi to fantasy. - Compatibility with Games Workshop's tabletop games like
Warhammer 40K and Age of Sigmar. These miniatures are typically made of plastic, resin, or
metal, each requiring slightly different handling techniques.

Essential Painting Supplies

To achieve the best results, gather the following: - Brushes: Fine detail brushes (size 00, 0, 1)
and larger basecoat brushes. - Paints: Citadel's range of paints, including Base, Layer, Shade,
Dry, and Technical paints. - Primers: Spray or brush-on primers to prepare the surface. -
Additional tools: Hobby knife, files, palette, water cup, and magnifier if needed.

Preparing Your Miniatures

Proper preparation sets the foundation for a smooth painting process.

Cleaning and Assembly

- Remove mold lines and flash using a hobby knife or files. - Assemble miniatures carefully;
some models may require glue or pinning. - Wash the assembled model with soapy water to
remove mold release agents, then rinse and dry thoroughly.

Priming

Priming enhances paint adhesion and provides a uniform base color. - Choose a primer color
based on your color scheme: black for darker tones, white for brighter schemes, or grey as a
neutral. - Spray or brush the primer evenly, holding the spray at a distance to avoid drips.

Color Theory and Scheme Planning

A well-thought-out color scheme can make your miniature stand out on the tabletop.

Choosing Colors

- Use color wheaels to find complementary or contrasting hues. - Consider the character or
faction's lore for thematic consistency. - Plan your shading and highlighting to add depth.
Color Schemes and Inspiration

- Look for inspiration in art, nature, or existing army schemes. - Use online galleries and
community forums for ideas. - Test color combinations on spare parts or paper before applying
to the model.
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Painting Techniques

Mastering various techniques allows you to add realism and dynamism to your miniatures.

Basecoating

- Apply an even layer of the primary color. - Use larger brushes for efficient coverage. - Thin
your paints slightly to prevent obscuring details.

Layering and Blending

- Build up colors gradually with multiple thin layers. - Use wet blending or glazing techniques for
smooth transitions.

Washing and Shading

- Apply Citadel Shades (dip-in washes) to add depth. - Focus on recesses and crevices to
enhance details. - Use contrast to bring out raised areas.

Highlighting

- Use a lighter shade of the base color and carefully paint edges. - Dry brushing can also be
effective for textured surfaces. - Apply highlights selectively to simulate light reflection.

Dry Brushing

- Load a dry brush with a small amount of paint. - Lightly brush over raised details to highlight
textures. - Ideal for surfaces like armor, fur, or rocks.

Edge Highlighting

- Use a fine brush to paint thin lines along edges. - Creates crisp, defined borders that catch the
light.

Advanced Techniques
Once basic skills are established, advanced methods can add realism and artistic flair.

Non-Metallic Metal (NMM)

- Simulate metallic surfaces using non-metallic paints. - Focus on light and shadow placement to
mimic reflections. - Requires careful planning of light sources.

Freehand Detailing

- Painting intricate designs or symbols directly onto the miniature. - Adds personalization and
uniqueness. - Practice on spare models or paper before applying.



Object Source Lighting (OSL)

- Create the illusion of light emanating from a source on the model. - Use bright colors and
blending to simulate glow effects.

Finishing Touches and Varnishing

Protection and presentation are crucial for display or gaming.

Sealing Your Miniature

- Use matte, satin, or gloss varnish depending on the desired finish. - Spray varnish provides an
even coat; apply in thin layers.

Basing and Terrain

- Decorate bases with textured materials like sand, static grass, or flock. - Coordinate base
design with the overall theme.

Common Challenges and Troubleshooting

Even experienced painters encounter hurdles; here are solutions to common issues: - Paint
chipping: Use a good primer and varnish; handle models carefully. - Uneven coats: Thin paints
and apply multiple layers. - Loss of detail: Avoid over-thinning or over-brushing; build colors
gradually. - Color bleeding: Use washes and glazes carefully to control shading.

Community and Resources

Engaging with the miniature painting community can provide inspiration and feedback. - Online
forums: Reddit's r/minipainting, DakkaDakka. - Tutorials and videos: YouTube channels like
Miniac, Sorastros, and Tabletop Minions. - Painting clubs and events: Local hobby stores or
conventions.

Summary of Pros and Cons

Pros of Citadel Miniatures Painting - High-quality, detailed models provide an excellent canvas. -
Extensive range of paints and tools tailored for miniature painting. - Active community and
abundant tutorials. - Enhances tabletop gaming experience with visually stunning armies. Cons -
Can be costly for beginners due to the need for various supplies. - Miniature painting requires
patience and practice; results may vary initially. - Small details can be challenging to perfect
without proper tools. - Time-consuming process, especially for large armies or detailed work.
Conclusion Mastering the art of painting Citadel miniatures is a rewarding journey that
combines technical skill with creative expression. By understanding the fundamentals—from
proper preparation and color selection to advanced techniques—you can bring your models to
life with vivid colors, realistic shading, and intricate details. Remember, patience and practice
are key; every miniature is a step toward improving your craft. Whether you're painting for
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tabletop gameplay or display, following this guide will help you develop a style and technique

that makes your miniatures truly stand out. So pick up your brushes, gather your paints, and

embark on your miniature painting adventure—your figures are waiting to be transformed into

miniature masterpieces.

Questions & Answers About citadel miniatures painting

guide
N Question Answer
o
1 | What are the essential tools The essential tools include high-quality brushes (sizes

needed for Citadel miniatures
painting?

00 to 2), Citadel paints or similar acrylic paints, a
palette, a fine detail brush, water for thinning paints,
and a hobby knife for cleaning miniatures. A good
primer and a brush cleaner are also recommended to
achieve smooth finishes.

or color schemes
recommended for beginners?

2 How do | prepare my Citadel Start by cleaning the miniatures to remove any mold

miniatures before painting? lines or flash using a hobby knife or file. Then, wash
them with warm soapy water to remove any oils or
mold release agents. Once dry, apply a primer (usually
spray or brush-on) to help paint adhere better and
ensure vibrant colors.

3 | What painting techniques are Popular techniques include base coating, layering, dry
recommended for Citadel brushing for highlighting textures, washing or shading
miniatures? for depth, and glazing for smooth color transitions.

Using contrast paints can also speed up the process
and create striking effects.

4 | How can | achieve smooth and | Use thin layers of paint applied with multiple coats,
even paint coverage on my allowing each to dry thoroughly. Keep brushes slightly
miniatures? moist, avoid overloading them, and use a steady hand.

Priming and proper paint thinning are key to achieving
smooth finishes.

5 | What are some common Common mistakes include using too thick paint, rushing
mistakes to avoid when the process, neglecting primer application, and not
painting Citadel miniatures? cleaning brushes regularly. Also, avoid over-brushing,

which can remove paint, and neglecting to seal finished
miniatures with a varnish for protection.

6 | How do | effectively shade and | Apply washes or shades into recesses to add depth,
highlight my miniatures for a then highlight raised areas with lighter shades or dry
realistic look? brushing. Use a fine brush for edge highlighting to

accentuate details. Practice blending techniques for
smoother transitions between shades.

7 | Are there specific Citadel paints | Yes, Citadel's 'Paint Sets for Beginners' include a

selection of core colors that are easy to work with. For
color schemes, start with simple schemes like
monochrome or complementary colors, and gradually
experiment with more complex palettes as you gain
confidence.

Citadel miniatures, miniature painting, painting techniques, Warhammer painting, miniature




color schemes, painting tips, miniature assembly, Citadel paints, hobby painting, painting
tutorials
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