Orton Gillingham Lesson Plan
Template

Understanding the Importance of an Orton Gillingham
Lesson Plan Template

Orton Gillingham lesson plan template serves as a foundational tool for educators and
reading specialists dedicated to implementing the Orton Gillingham approach effectively.
This structured method is renowned for its systematic, multisensory technique tailored to
meet the needs of students with dyslexia and other reading difficulties. An organized
lesson plan not only ensures consistency and thoroughness but also maximizes student
engagement and learning outcomes. In today’s educational landscape, where
personalized learning and evidence-based strategies are prioritized, leveraging a
comprehensive lesson plan template aligned with the Orton Gillingham methodology is
essential. It helps teachers deliver precise, targeted instruction that addresses individual
student needs, fosters confidence, and promotes literacy development. This article
explores the key components of an effective Orton Gillingham lesson plan template,
provides tips for customization, and highlights its benefits for educators and learners
alike. Whether you're new to Orton Gillingham or seeking to refine your teaching
approach, understanding how to craft a detailed lesson plan can significantly enhance
your instructional effectiveness.

What is an Orton Gillingham Lesson Plan Template?

Definition and Purpose

An Orton Gillingham lesson plan template is a structured framework designed to guide
educators through each session of Orton Gillingham-based instruction. Its primary
purpose is to ensure that lessons are consistent, methodical, and aligned with the core
principles of the approach, which include multisensory engagement, sequential
instruction, and explicit teaching of phonics and language skills. This template acts as a
roadmap, helping teachers organize content, activities, and assessments systematically.
It ensures that every lesson builds upon the previous one, reinforcing skills and
facilitating cumulative learning.

Why Use a Lesson Plan Template?

- Consistency: Maintains a structured approach tailored to individual student needs. -
Efficiency: Saves preparation time by providing a clear outline. - Progress Tracking:
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Facilitates monitoring of student progress and instructional adjustments. - Alignment:
Ensures adherence to evidence-based practices inherent in the Orton Gillingham
methodology. - Professionalism: Demonstrates a thoughtful and organized instructional
approach.

Key Components of an Effective Orton Gillingham
Lesson Plan Template

Designing an effective lesson plan involves incorporating several essential elements that
align with the systematic and multisensory nature of the Orton Gillingham approach.
1. Student Information and Goals

- Student’s name and grade level. - Specific reading and spelling goals based on
assessments. - Areas of focus (e.g., phonemic awareness, decoding, encoding).

2. Lesson Objectives

- Clear, measurable objectives for the session. - Examples include mastering a specific
phoneme, improving decoding skills, or spelling a set of words.

3. Materials and Resources

- Phonics cards, multisensory tools, manipulatives. - Worksheets, flashcards, digital
resources. - Any specialized materials tailored to student needs.

4. Review of Previous Skills

- Brief review of prior lessons to reinforce learning. - Activities may include quick drills,
games, or cumulative exercises.

5. Introduction of New Concept

- Explicit explanation of the new skill or rule. - Use of multisensory techniques such as
visual aids, tactile activities, and auditory cues.

6. Guided Practice

- Teacher-led activities where students practice new skills. - Structured exercises like
decoding words, blending sounds, or spelling.

7. Independent Practice

- Tasks designed for students to practice skills independently. - Can include worksheet
exercises, reading passages, or spelling tasks.



8. Multisensory Activities

- Incorporate visual, auditory, kinesthetic, and tactile modalities. - Examples include
tracing letters, clapping syllables, or using magnetic letters.

9. Assessment and Feedback

- Observation of student responses. - Formative assessments such as quick checks or exit
tickets. - Immediate feedback to reinforce learning or correct errors.

10. Homework and Reinforcement

- Assighments to reinforce the day's learning. - Recommendations for activities at home
involving reading, spelling, or multisensory practice.

11. Reflection and Notes

- Space for teacher’s reflections on student progress. - Notes on adjustments needed for
future lessons.

Designhing a Customizable Orton Gillingham Lesson Plan
Template

A well-designed template should be adaptable to meet diverse student needs and
teaching contexts. Here are tips for creating a flexible and comprehensive template:

Use Clear and Consistent Formatting

- Utilize headings, bullet points, and numbered lists for clarity. - Incorporate tables for
tracking progress or organizing activities.

Include Checklists and Prompts

- Prompts for each section to ensure all components are addressed. - Checklists for
materials, activities, and assessments.

Integrate Visual Aids

- Use icons or color-coding to differentiate sections. - Visual cues support quick navigation
and understanding.

Plan for Differentiation

- Include space for modifications based on student readiness. - Suggestions for
scaffolding or extensions.
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Sample Lesson Plan Template Structure

| Section | Details/Prompts | ||| | Student Name & Goals | [Insert student info] | | Lesson
Objectives | [Define clear goals] | | Materials | [List resources] | | Review | [Previous skills]
| | New Concept | [Explain and demonstrate] | | Guided Practice | [Activities] | |
Independent Practice | [Assignments] | | Multisensory Activities | [Activities involving
multiple senses] | | Assessment & Feedback | [Observations, checks] | | Homework |
[Reinforcement tasks] | | Notes & Reflection | [Teacher notes] |

Benefits of Using a Structured Orton Gillingham Lesson
Plan Template

Implementing a detailed lesson plan template offers numerous advantages: - Enhanced
Student Learning: Systematic instruction ensures comprehensive coverage of essential
skills. - Teacher Confidence: Clear structure boosts confidence in delivering lessons
effectively. - Data-Driven Instruction: Facilitates recording progress and making informed
instructional decisions. - Time Management: Streamlines lesson preparation and delivery.
- Professional Growth: Encourages reflective teaching practices and continuous
improvement.

Conclusion: Elevating Literacy Instruction with a Solid
Lesson Plan

An Orton Gillingham lesson plan template is more than just a document; it is a strategic
tool that empowers educators to deliver impactful, multisensory reading instruction
tailored to each student’s unigue needs. By thoughtfully incorporating components such
as review, explicit instruction, multisensory activities, and assessment, teachers can
create engaging lessons that foster literacy mastery. Whether you are a seasoned Orton
Gillingham practitioner or new to this approach, developing a customizable, detailed
lesson plan template can transform your instructional practice. It ensures consistency,
supports differentiation, and ultimately enhances student success in reading and spelling.
Investing time in designing and utilizing an effective lesson plan template not only
benefits students but also contributes to your professional development as an educator
committed to evidence-based, student-centered literacy instruction.

Orton Gillingham Lesson Plan Template: A Comprehensive Guide to Effective, Structured
Literacy Instruction The Orton Gillingham lesson plan template is an essential tool for
educators dedicated to providing systematic, multisensory, and individualized instruction
in reading, spelling, and language. Developed in the 1930s by Dr. Samuel Orton and
educator Anna Gillingham, this approach has stood the test of time as one of the most
effective methods for teaching students with dyslexia and other language-based learning
disabilities. A well-designed lesson plan template ensures consistency, thoroughness, and



responsiveness to student needs, making it an indispensable resource for teachers
implementing Orton Gillingham (OG) methodology. In this detailed review, we will explore
each aspect of the Orton Gillingham lesson plan template, including its core components,
structure, best practices, and how it supports both instruction and student progress.

Understanding the Purpose of the Orton Gillingham
Lesson Plan Template

The primary goal of the OG lesson plan template is to facilitate explicit, sequential, and
multisensory instruction tailored to individual student needs. It serves as a roadmap for
teachers, guiding them through each lesson’s objectives, activities, and assessment
points. The template emphasizes: - Systematic progression from simple to complex
concepts - Multisensory engagement involving visual, auditory, kinesthetic, and tactile
modalities - Individualization based on student assessment data - Consistency and
structure to build confidence and mastery By adhering to this template, educators can
create lesson plans that are both comprehensive and flexible, ensuring that instruction is
aligned with best practices and student learning styles.

Core Components of the Orton Gillingham Lesson Plan
Template

A robust OG lesson plan template typically includes the following key components:

1. Student Information and Assessment Data

- Student Name and Grade: Basic identification and contextual background. - Learning
Profile: Information about strengths, weaknesses, and specific needs. - Assessment Data:
Results from formal and informal assessments, including phonological awareness,
decoding skills, encoding abilities, and fluency levels. - Goals and Objectives: Clearly
defined, measurable goals based on assessment data.

2. Lesson Objectives

- Specific Skills to Cover: e.g., phoneme-grapheme correspondence, multisyllabic word
decoding, spelling patterns. - Learning Intentions: What the student will be able to do
after the lesson. - Success Criteria: How the teacher and student will know the goal has
been achieved.

3. Materials and Resources

- Flashcards (letter tiles, word cards) - Multisensory tools (sand trays, clay, magnetic
letters) - Visual aids (charts, word walls) - Worksheets and activities - Technology aids
(apps, audio recordings)
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4. Lesson Structure

This is the heart of the template, typically divided into several interconnected phases: -
Review of Previous Skills: Brief warm-up to reinforce prior learning. - Introduction of New
Concept: Clear, explicit explanation of the new skill or rule. - Modeling: Teacher
demonstrates the skill using multisensory techniques. - Guided Practice: Student
practices with teacher support. - Independent Practice: Student demonstrates mastery
through activities. - Application and Extension: Applying skills in reading or writing real
words/sentences. - Assessment and Feedback: Observations and formative assessments
to monitor progress.

5. Multisensory Activities

Activities designed to engage multiple senses, such as: - Tracing letters in sand or
shaving cream - Using letter tiles to build words - Clapping out syllables - Writing with
textured materials

6. Scaffolding Strategies

- Visual cues - Mnemonics - Chunking words - Providing additional support as needed

7. Homework and Take-Home Practice

- Customized activities reinforcing lesson objectives - Clear instructions for parents and
students

8. Reflection and Notes

- Teacher’s observations - Student responses - Adjustments needed for future lessons

Designing an Effective Orton Gillingham Lesson Plan

Creating a highly effective OG lesson plan involves careful planning, assessment, and
flexibility. Here are key considerations:

1. Prioritize Individualization

- Use assessment data to tailor lessons. - Incorporate student interests to increase
engagement. - Adjust pacing based on student responsiveness.

2. Follow a Structured Sequence

- Start with review of previously learned skills. - Introduce new concepts explicitly. - Use
multisensory techniques at every step. - Reinforce through guided and independent
practice.



3. Incorporate Multisensory Techniques

- Visual: charts, color-coding, letter formation - Auditory: listening activities, phoneme
segmentation - Kinesthetic/Tactile: writing in sand, using clay for letter shapes -
Combining modalities enhances retention and understanding.

4. Maintain Consistency and Routine

- Use similar language and cues across lessons. - Establish clear classroom routines for
transitions and activities. - Consistency builds confidence and reduces anxiety.

5. Use Formative Assessment Continuously

- Observe student responses during activities. - Use quick checks (thumbs up/down,
response cards). - Adjust instruction based on ongoing data.

6. Incorporate Motivation and Positive Reinforcement

- Celebrate small successes. - Use praise and encouragement. - Set achievable,
incremental goals.

Sample Orton Gillingham Lesson Plan Template in
Practice

Below is a simplified example illustrating how a typical OG lesson plan might be
structured: Student: Jane Doe Grade: 3rd Assessment Data: Struggles with multisyllabic
decoding, phoneme segmentation, and spelling patterns. Lesson Objective: Jane will
decode and spell multisyllabic words containing common prefixes and suffixes using
explicit phonics and multisensory techniques. Materials Needed: Letter tiles, word cards,
sand tray, visual chart of prefixes/suffixes, worksheets. Lesson Structure: 1. Warm-up (5
minutes): Review of previously learned short vowel sounds using flashcards. 2.
Introduction of New Concept (10 minutes): Explain the concept of prefixes and suffixes;
show examples on visual chart. 3. Modeling (10 minutes): Demonstrate decoding a
multisyllabic word (e.qg., "unhappy") by breaking it into parts, using letter tiles and
tapping sounds. 4. Guided Practice (10 minutes): Assist Jane as she decodes and spells
words with prefixes and suffixes, using multisensory methods like writing in sand. 5.
Independent Practice (10 minutes): Jane completes a worksheet with multisyllabic words,
underlining prefixes and suffixes. 6. Application (5 minutes): Read a short paragraph
containing target words, highlighting decoding strategies. 7. Assessment & Feedback (5
minutes): Observe Jane’s decoding accuracy, provide praise, and note areas needing
further review. 8. Homework: Practice decoding and spelling a list of words with
prefixes/suffixes, with parent support.
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Benefits of Using a Structured Lesson Plan Template in
Orton Gillingham Instruction

Implementing a detailed lesson plan template offers numerous advantages: -
Consistency: Ensures each lesson follows a proven sequence, maximizing efficacy. -
Preparation: Teachers can plan multisensory activities in advance, saving time. -
Individualization: Data-driven adjustments improve student outcomes. - Documentation:
Keeps track of student progress and instructional decisions. - Teacher Confidence:
Provides a clear framework, especially for new or substitute teachers. - Student
Engagement: Structured, multisensory lessons keep students actively involved.

Adapting the OG Lesson Plan Template for Different
Learners

While the core structure remains consistent, the template must be adaptable to various
student needs: - Emergent Readers: Focus on phonemic awareness, letter recognition,
and simple decoding. - Older Students: Emphasize morphology, multisyllabic decoding,
and advanced spelling patterns. - Students with Significant Disabilities: Incorporate more
repetition, visual supports, and shorter sessions. - English Language Learners: Include
language-specific cues and culturally relevant materials. Customization ensures that each
student receives instruction that is both accessible and challenging within their zone of
proximal development.

Conclusion: The Essential Role of the Orton Gillingham
Lesson Plan Template

The Orton Gillingham lesson plan template is much more than a mere document—it is a
blueprint for effective, evidence-based literacy instruction. Its thoughtful design supports
educators in delivering explicit, multisensory, and individualized lessons that address the
unique needs of learners with dyslexia and other language-based challenges. By
integrating assessment data, clear objectives, multisensory activities, and ongoing
reflection, teachers can foster a positive learning environment where students develop
vital reading, spelling, and language skills with confidence and independence.
Incorporating a well-structured OG lesson plan template into daily instruction not only
enhances student outcomes but also promotes best practices and professional growth for
educators committed to literacy excellence. Whether used by experienced teachers or
those new to the methodology, this template remains a cornerstone of structured literacy
instruction that can transform lives through the power of effective teaching.



Questions & Answers About orton gillingham lesson

plan template

N Question Answer

o

1 | What is an Orton-Gillingham | An Orton-Gillingham lesson plan template is a
lesson plan template and structured framework designed to guide educators
how does it support literacy through multisensory, systematic, and phonics-
instruction? based instruction. It supports literacy by ensuring

consistent delivery of individualized lessons that
address students' specific reading and spelling
needs.

2 | What are the key Key components typically include the lesson
components included in an objective, materials needed, review of previous
Orton-Gillingham lesson plan | skills, new skill introduction, multisensory activities,
template? practice exercises, and assessment or progress

monitoring sections to track student growth.

3 | How can teachers customize |Teachers can adapt the template by modifying the
an Orton-Gillingham lesson pacing, selecting appropriate multisensory
plan template for different activities, and focusing on specific phonetic
learners? patterns or decoding skills based on individual

student assessments and learning styles.

4 | Are there digital or printable | Yes, many educators and organizations offer both
versions of the Orton- printable and digital versions of Orton-Gillingham
Gillingham lesson plan lesson plan templates, often customizable to fit
template available? different instructional needs and teaching

preferences.

5 | How does using a lesson plan | Using a structured template helps ensure
template enhance the consistency, thoroughness, and systematic delivery
effectiveness of Orton- of lessons, which can improve student engagement,
Gillingham instruction? reinforce learning, and support data-driven

instruction in Orton-Gillingham programs.

6 | Can an Orton-Gillingham Yes, the template can be integrated into a
lesson plan template be comprehensive reading intervention plan by
integrated into a broader aligning lessons with assessment data, progress
reading intervention plan? goals, and other instructional strategies to provide a

cohesive and targeted approach to literacy
development.

Orton Gillingham, lesson plan, literacy instruction, phonics, multisensory learning, reading

intervention, special education, structured literacy, individualized instruction, dyslexia
teaching
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