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The Rabbit Fence Film

the rabbit fence film is a powerful Australian drama that explores themes of survival, cultural identity,
and the injustices faced by Indigenous Australians during the mid-20th century. Directed by Phillip Noyce
and based on the acclaimed novel by Doris Pilkington Garimara, the film vividly portrays the harrowing
experiences of young Aboriginal girls forcibly removed from their families as part of the Australian
government's assimilation policies. With its compelling storytelling, stunning cinematography, and
poignant message, the rabbit fence film has become a significant work in Australian cinema, garnering
critical acclaim and fostering conversations about Indigenous rights and history.

Overview of the Rabbit Fence Film

Plot Summary

The rabbit fence film narrates the true story of Molly Craig and her two sisters, Daisy and Gracie, who are
taken from their homeland in the early 1930s under the Aboriginal Act of 1905. The government’s aim
was to assimilate Indigenous children into white Australian society by removing them from their cultural
roots. The girls are transported hundreds of miles away to a government settlement, where they endure
hardship, loss of identity, and separation from their family. Despite these challenges, Molly, the youngest
sister, devises a daring escape plan. With her unwavering determination and knowledge of the land, she
leads her sisters on a perilous journey across the Australian outback, navigating through dangerous
terrain to reunite with their family. Their escape is not only a testament to resilience but also a poignant
critique of the policies that sought to erase Indigenous cultures.

Historical Context

The film is set against the backdrop of Australia's assimilation policies, particularly the Stolen
Generations era, where thousands of Aboriginal children were forcibly removed from their families
between the 1910s and 1970s. These policies aimed to "civilize" Indigenous populations, often resulting
in trauma, identity loss, and intergenerational grief. The story highlights the systemic injustices faced by
Indigenous Australians and brings awareness to the ongoing impacts of these policies. It serves as both
a historical recount and a reminder of the importance of acknowledging and respecting Indigenous
cultures.

Cinematic Elements and Artistic Achievements

Direction and Screenplay

Phillip Noyce’s direction brings a sensitive yet unflinching perspective to the story. The screenplay,
adapted from Doris Pilkington Garimara’s novel, captures the emotional depth of the characters and the
gravity of their experiences. The film balances moments of intense tension with quieter reflections on



identity and family.

Performances

The cast delivers compelling performances, notably Everlyn Sampi as Molly, who embodies resilience
and innocence. The supporting cast, including Tianna Sansbury and Laura Monaghan, contributes to the
authentic portrayal of the girls' journey.

Visual and Cinematic Style

The film’s cinematography captures the stark beauty of the Australian landscape, emphasizing both the
vastness and the isolation faced by the characters. Wide shots of the outback underscore their
vulnerability and determination. The use of natural lighting and muted color palettes enhances the realism
and emotional impact.

Music and Soundtrack

The soundtrack complements the narrative with haunting melodies and indigenous musical elements,
reinforcing cultural themes and emotional resonance throughout the film.

Key Themes and Messages in the Rabbit Fence Film

1. Cultural Identity and Heritage

The film emphasizes the importance of cultural roots and the devastating effects of cultural dislocation.
Molly’s journey symbolizes a quest to reclaim her identity and heritage.

2. Resilience and Courage

Despite facing unimaginable adversity, the girls’ determination to reunite with their family highlights
human resilience and courage.

3. Injustice and Colonial Policies

The film critically examines governmental policies that aimed to assimilate Indigenous Australians
forcibly, exposing their cruelty and long-lasting consequences.

4. Family and Love

Central to the narrative is the unbreakable bond between the sisters and their longing for familial
connection.

5. Survival and Hope

The story underscores the hope that sustains individuals through hardship and the enduring human spirit.
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Impact and Significance of the Rabbit Fence Film

Critical Acclaim and Awards

The rabbit fence film received numerous awards and nominations, including: - AFI Award for Best Film -
Special Jury Award at the Sundance Film Festival - Recognition for its authentic storytelling and cultural
significance

Educational and Cultural Influence

The film has become an essential educational tool for teaching Australian history, Indigenous rights, and
social justice issues. It has sparked discussions in classrooms and community forums about
reconciliation and the treatment of Indigenous peoples.

Promoting Awareness and Reconciliation

By shedding light on the Stolen Generations, the film encourages acknowledgment, healing, and
acknowledgment of past injustices. It serves as a catalyst for conversations about reconciliation and the
importance of preserving Indigenous cultures.

Where to Watch the Rabbit Fence Film

The rabbit fence film is available on various streaming platforms, DVD, and Blu-ray. It is often featured in
film festivals, educational settings, and special screenings, especially during Australia Day and
Reconciliation Week events.

Conclusion: The Lasting Legacy of the Rabbit Fence Film

The rabbit fence film stands as a poignant reminder of Australia's complex history with its Indigenous
populations. Through its compelling storytelling, it educates viewers about the injustices of the past while
inspiring hope for reconciliation and cultural preservation. As a significant piece of Australian cinema, it
continues to resonate with audiences worldwide, emphasizing themes of resilience, identity, and justice
that remain relevant today.

Additional Resources

- Read the novel "Follow the Rabbit-Proof Fence" by Doris Pilkington Garimara for a deeper
understanding. - Visit Indigenous Australian cultural centers and museums to learn more about the
history depicted in the film. - Support Indigenous-led initiatives advocating for rights, recognition, and
cultural preservation. This comprehensive overview of the rabbit fence film highlights its significance in
Australian history and cinema. Its powerful narrative and themes make it a must-watch for those
interested in social justice, Indigenous rights, and cultural history.



The Rabbit-Proof Fence Film: An In-Depth Analysis of a Powerful Australian Historical Drama

Introduction

The Rabbit-Proof Fence film is an evocative and compelling piece of Australian cinema that delves into a
dark chapter of the country's history. Based on true events, this film explores themes of cultural
suppression, resilience, and the enduring spirit of Indigenous Australians. As a critically acclaimed work,
it has garnered international recognition for its storytelling, visual artistry, and social commentary. In this
article, we will explore the film's background, narrative structure, thematic depth, cinematic techniques,
and its significance in contemporary discourse.

Background and Historical Context

The Real-Life Story Behind the Film

The Rabbit-Proof Fence is inspired by the 1996 book Follow the Rabbit-Proof Fence by Doris Pilkington
Garimara, herself a survivor of the events depicted. The story recounts the journey of three Aboriginal
girls—Molly Craig, Daisy Ubbo, and Gracie Fields—who were forcibly taken from their families in
Western Australia during the 1930s as part of the Australian government's policy of assimilation. The
government aimed to "absorb" mixed-race children into white society, leading to the establishment of the
Stolen Generations.

The Policy of Assimilation and Its Impact

This policy resulted in the widespread removal of Indigenous children from their communities, often
without consent or understanding. The children were placed in institutions or foster homes, and their
cultural identities were systematically suppressed. The film sheds light on this traumatic history,
emphasizing the resilience of those who endured it.

Plot Summary and Narrative Structure

Overview of the Plot

The film follows Molly Craig, Daisy Uggubuy, and Gracie Fields as they escape from Moore River Native
Settlement — a government institution — and undertake a treacherous journey across hundreds of miles
of Australian wilderness. Their goal: to return to their homeland and reunite with their families.

Narrative Arc and Pacing

The story is structured around their escape and subsequent odyssey, blending moments of tension,
hope, and despair. The narrative employs a linear progression punctuated by flashbacks and
introspective scenes that deepen character development. The pacing effectively balances the urgency of
their flight with reflective moments that underscore the emotional weight of their journey.

Cinematic Techniques and Visual Aesthetics

Cinematography

One of the film's most notable aspects is its stunning cinematography. The director, Phillip Noyce,
employs wide-angle shots of the Australian landscape to evoke a sense of vastness and isolation. The
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expansive deserts, bushlands, and open skies serve as both physical obstacles and powerful symbols of
freedom.

Use of Natural Light: The cinematography leverages natural lighting to create authentic, immersive1.
scenes, emphasizing the raw beauty of the environment.
Color Palette: Earthy tones—ochres, browns, ochres—dominate the film, reinforcing the connection to2.
land and indigenous culture.

Camera Work and Perspective

The film employs a mix of handheld and steady shots to evoke intimacy and realism. Close-ups capture
the girls' expressions, conveying their emotions amidst adversity. Wide shots emphasize their
vulnerability in the vast landscape, highlighting the enormity of their challenge.

Symbolism and Visual Motifs

The Fence: The titular rabbit-proof fence is more than a physical barrier; it symbolizes colonial1.
boundaries, oppression, and the artificial divisions imposed upon Indigenous Australians.
The Land: The land itself functions as a character—alive, resilient, and deeply intertwined with2.
Indigenous identity.

Themes and Messages

Resistance and Resilience

At its core, the film celebrates the resilience of Indigenous peoples in the face of systemic oppression.
The girls’ journey symbolizes hope, strength, and the unbreakable bond to cultural roots.

Cultural Identity and Heritage

The narrative underscores the importance of cultural identity, language, and tradition. Despite efforts to
erase their heritage, the girls remain connected to their roots, which sustains their spirit.

Colonialism and Its Consequences

The film critically examines colonial policies that led to the marginalization of Indigenous Australians. It
prompts viewers to reflect on historical injustices and their lasting impact.

Family and Connection

The central motif of family ties underscores the importance of belonging and the pain of separation. The
girls’ longing to reunite with their families drives their journey.

Character Development and Performances

Main Characters

Molly Craig (Everlyn Sampi): The resilient and determined protagonist, whose leadership and resolve1.
anchor the story.
Daisy Uggubuy (Tianna Sansbury): Molly’s younger sister, embodying innocence and hope.2.
Gracie Fields (Laura Monaghan): The youngest, representing vulnerability and the innocence lost3.



through colonial policies.

Supporting Characters

Auntie (Nancy Phillips): A maternal figure providing guidance and cultural grounding.1.
The Officers and Authorities: Portrayed with a mix of rigidity and insensitivity, highlighting systemic2.
cruelty.

Acting Quality

The performances are understated yet powerful. The young actresses bring authenticity and emotional
depth, immersing viewers in their characters’ experiences. The film’s subtle acting approach enhances
its realism, avoiding melodrama in favor of genuine emotion.

Soundtrack and Sound Design

The film’s soundscape complements its visual storytelling. It employs:

Natural Sounds: Winds, footsteps, animal calls, and environmental noises create an immersive1.
atmosphere.
Music: Indigenous musical elements, including traditional songs and instruments, reinforce cultural2.
identity and emotional resonance.
Silence: Strategic use of silence emphasizes moments of reflection, tension, and solitude.3.

Critical Reception and Cultural Significance

Reception

The film received widespread acclaim for its storytelling, cinematography, and social commentary. It was
praised for bringing to light a painful chapter of Australian history with sensitivity and honesty.

Awards and Recognition

Australian Film Institute Awards: Several nominations and awards.1.
International Recognition: Screenings at major festivals, including Cannes and Sundance.2.

Cultural Impact

The film has played a vital role in raising awareness about the Stolen Generations and Indigenous rights.
It has become an educational tool and a catalyst for conversations about reconciliation and historical
acknowledgment.

Educational and Social Relevance

The Rabbit-Proof Fence serves as a powerful educational resource, offering insights into Australia's
colonial past and indigenous experiences. Its impact extends beyond entertainment, fostering
understanding and empathy.

How It Stands Out Among Similar Films

Compared to other historical dramas, The Rabbit-Proof Fence distinguishes itself through:
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Its focus on Indigenous perspectives.1.
Authentic storytelling rooted in real events.2.
Visual and thematic cohesion that amplifies emotional impact.3.
A balanced mix of realism and poetic symbolism.4.

Conclusion

The Rabbit-Proof Fence is more than just a film; it is a poignant reflection on injustice, resilience, and the
enduring spirit of Indigenous Australians. Its masterful combination of storytelling, visual artistry, and
social commentary makes it a significant work in Australian cinema and an essential watch for
understanding the nation's complex history.

Whether viewed as a historical account, a cinematic masterpiece, or a call for social justice, the film
remains relevant and powerful. It challenges viewers to confront uncomfortable truths, celebrate
resilience, and advocate for reconciliation. For anyone interested in impactful storytelling that combines
artistry with activism, The Rabbit-Proof Fence is an unmissable film that leaves a lasting impression.

In summary, this film exemplifies how cinema can serve as a mirror to society—illuminating past
injustices while inspiring hope for a better future. Its enduring legacy is a testament to the power of
storytelling to foster empathy, understanding, and change.

Questions & Answers About the rabbit fence film

No Question Answer

1 What is the main plot of 'The
Rabbit-Proof Fence' film?

The film tells the true story of three Indigenous girls who
escape from a government detention center in Australia in
1931 and embark on a 1,500-mile journey home along the
rabbit-proof fence.

2 Who directed 'The Rabbit-Proof
Fence'?

The film was directed by Phillip Noyce.

3 What historical period does 'The
Rabbit-Proof Fence' depict?

It depicts the early 20th century, specifically focusing on the
1930s, during the Australian government's policies of forced
removal of Indigenous children.

4 Is 'The Rabbit-Proof Fence' based
on a true story?

Yes, the film is based on the true story of three Indigenous
girls and the 'Stolen Generations' policies in Australia.

5 What themes are explored in 'The
Rabbit-Proof Fence'?

The film explores themes of racial injustice, family
separation, resilience, Indigenous rights, and the struggle for
cultural identity.

6 How was 'The Rabbit-Proof
Fence' received by critics?

The film received critical acclaim for its powerful storytelling,
performances, and its portrayal of a significant historical
issue, earning several awards and nominations.

7 What is the significance of the
rabbit-proof fence in the film?

The rabbit-proof fence symbolizes both a physical barrier
that guides and confines, and a metaphor for the separation
and resilience of Indigenous communities.



8 Which actresses played the three
main girls in 'The Rabbit-Proof
Fence'?

The main girls were played by Everlyn Sampi ( Molly),
Tianna Sansbury ( Daisy), and Myarn Turley ( Gracie).

9 How does 'The Rabbit-Proof
Fence' contribute to discussions
about Indigenous issues in
Australia?

The film raises awareness about the history of the Stolen
Generations and promotes understanding of Indigenous
experiences, fostering ongoing conversations about
reconciliation and justice.

10 What awards or recognitions did
'The Rabbit-Proof Fence' receive?

The film received numerous awards, including the AFI Award
for Best Film, and was recognized internationally for its
impactful storytelling and cultural significance.

Australian cinema, Indigenous Australians, pastoralism, family drama, cultural identity, rural Australia,
Australian outback, social issues, Australian history, storytelling
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