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Charles Dew Apostles Of Disunion

Charles Dew: Apostles of Disunion The phrase "Apostles of Disunion" often conjures images of
passionate figures who championed the cause of secession and the preservation of slavery during
the American Civil War era. Among these figures, Charles Dew stands out as a prominent
historian and scholar whose work critically examines the motivations, ideologies, and
consequences of Southern disunion. Dew's insights offer a nuanced understanding of the
intellectual and political currents that propelled the Confederacy and shaped the trajectory of
American history. This article delves into Dew's life, his scholarly contributions, and his
perspectives on the disunionist movement, illustrating why he is regarded as a significant figure
in the historiography of the Civil War.

Early Life and Background of Charles Dew

Academic and Personal Foundations

- Born in 1954, Charles Dew hails from Louisiana, a state with deep historical ties to the
Confederacy. - He pursued his higher education at Yale University, earning a bachelor's degree,
and later completed his doctorate at the University of Virginia. - Dew's upbringing in the South
and his academic pursuits provided him with both personal insight and scholarly rigor in
examining Southern history.

Professional Career and Teaching

- Dew is a distinguished professor of history at the University of Florida. - His teaching and
research focus on American history, particularly the Civil War, Reconstruction, and Southern
society. - He has authored several influential books, notably "The Making of a Racist: A
Southerner Reflects on Family, History, and the Slave Trade."

Understanding the "Apostles of Disunion"

Defining the Term

- The "Apostles of Disunion" refers to Southern leaders and thinkers who actively promoted
secession and disunion as solutions to what they perceived as threats to their social order. - Their
advocacy was rooted in defending states' rights, maintaining slavery, and resisting federal
authority.



Historical Context

- The early to mid-19th century was marked by escalating tensions over slavery, economic
differences, and political power. - Debates over tariffs, states' sovereignty, and the expansion of
slavery into new territories heightened sectional divisions. - Disunionists believed that the Union
was inherently fragile or incompatible with Southern interests, leading some to advocate for
secession as a remedy.

Key Figures and Ideologies

- Prominent disunionists included John C. Calhoun, Alexander Stephens, and other Southern
politicians and intellectuals. - They emphasized doctrines such as nullification, sovereignty of
states, and the defense of slavery as a "positive good." - Their writings and speeches laid the
ideological groundwork for the Confederacy.

Charles Dew’s Perspective on Disunion and its Leaders

Critical Examination of Disunion Ideology

- Dew approaches the subject with a critical eye, analyzing how disunionist leaders framed their
arguments. - He explores the ways in which their rhetoric was designed to justify slavery and
resist federal intervention.

The Role of Race and Slavery

- Dew emphasizes that the disunion movement was deeply intertwined with the defense of slavery.
- He notes that many disunionist leaders viewed slavery as essential to Southern identity and
economic prosperity.

Disunion as a Political Strategy

- Dew discusses the strategic use of disunion rhetoric to rally support and legitimize secession. -
He highlights how disunionists capitalized on fears of abolition and racial equality to galvanize
their constituents.

The Impact of Disunion on American Society

Breakdown of Union

- The disunion movement culminated in the secession of eleven Southern states and the outbreak
of the Civil War. - Dew underscores that disunion was not merely a political act but a profound
societal rupture.
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Consequences for African Americans and Slavery

- The preservation of slavery was a central motive, leading to brutal repression and the expansion
of racial inequalities. - Dew notes that disunion and the Civil War resulted in immense human
suffering and the entrenchment of racial divisions.

Long-term Legacy

- The disunionist ideology persisted beyond the Civil War, influencing Jim Crow laws and racial
segregation. - Dew argues that understanding disunionists' motives helps explain enduring racial
and regional tensions.

Charles Dew’s Contributions to Civil War Historiography

Reevaluating Southern Leaders

- Dew offers a nuanced portrait of disunionist leaders, moving beyond caricatures to explore their
motives and beliefs. - He emphasizes that many were motivated by complex social, economic, and
ideological factors.

Challenging Traditional Narratives

- Dew questions the notion that the Confederacy was solely a fight for states' rights, highlighting
slavery's central role. - His work encourages a more comprehensive understanding of the causes
of the Civil War.

Implications for Contemporary Understanding

- Dew’s scholarship sheds light on how ideas of disunion and racial superiority persist in modern
discourse. - He advocates for confronting this history to promote reconciliation and
understanding.

Conclusion: The Significance of Dew’s Analysis of
Disunion

- Charles Dew’s scholarship provides vital insights into the ideological underpinnings of disunion
and the Confederacy. - His critical approach reveals how disunionists were "apostles" not just of
secession but of a social order rooted in racial hierarchy and economic interests. - Recognizing
the motivations and impacts of these figures helps us understand the enduring scars of the Civil
War era. - Dew’s work underscores the importance of confronting uncomfortable histories to
foster a more informed and equitable future. Through his detailed analysis, Charles Dew has
established himself as a vital voice in Civil War historiography, emphasizing that understanding



the "Apostles of Disunion" is essential to comprehending the broader narrative of America's
struggle with race, identity, and union.

Charles Dew: Apostles of Disunion — A Deep Dive into the Life and Legacy

Introduction: Understanding Charles Dew and "Apostles of Disunion"

Charles Dew, a distinguished historian and author, is renowned for his compelling work, "Apostles
of Disunion: Southern Secession Commissioners and the Causes of the Civil War". This seminal
book explores the motivations, actions, and ideologies of Southern secession commissioners,
shedding light on the causes and political climate leading up to the Civil War. Dew’s meticulous
research and nuanced analysis have made this book a cornerstone in Civil War historiography,
challenging simplistic narratives and emphasizing the complex regional and political factors
involved.

Who is Charles Dew?

Academic Background and Career

Educational Foundations: Dew earned a Ph.D. from Yale University, specializing in American1.
history.
Academic Positions: He has served as a professor at the University of Florida, where he has2.
taught courses on American history, Civil War studies, and Southern history.
Research Focus: Dew’s research interests include Civil War diplomacy, Southern political3.
culture, and regional identity.

Notable Works

"Apostles of Disunion" remains his most influential publication.1.
Other works include essays and articles on Civil War history, Southern identity, and regional2.
politics.

Overview of "Apostles of Disunion"

Publication and Reception

Published in 1990, the book received widespread acclaim for its detailed analysis and fresh1.
perspective.
Recognized for its rigorous archival research and balanced approach.2.
It has influenced subsequent scholarship by emphasizing the agency of Southern leaders and3.
the regional political culture.

Central Thesis

Dew argues that the secession movement was driven not solely by slavery but also by a profound
sense of regional identity, political grievances, and a desire to preserve Southern autonomy. The
"Apostles of Disunion"—Southern commissioners who advocated for secession—played a pivotal
role in translating regional discontent into political action.
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The Role of Secession Commissioners

Who Were the Apostles of Disunion?

Southern politicians and leaders appointed as commissioners to promote secession.1.
They traveled across the North and West, advocating for Southern interests.2.
Their mission was to persuade Southern states to secede and to rally support for disunion.3.

Key Figures

John C. Breckinridge (Kentucky): Former Vice President and a prominent secession advocate.1.
Robert Toombs (Georgia): A fiery orator and leader of Georgia's secession movement.2.
William Lowndes Yancey (Alabama): An influential orator and strategist promoting Southern3.
rights.
James Henry Hammond (South Carolina): Vocal supporter of states’ rights and slavery.4.

Their Strategies and Activities

Delivering speeches emphasizing Southern sovereignty and protection of slavery.1.
Engaging in political debates and negotiations.2.
Writing letters and manifestos underscoring the dangers of Northern aggression.3.
Organizing conventions and rallies to galvanize pro-secession sentiment.4.

Causes of Disunion: Analyzing Dew’s Perspective

The Political Climate of the 1850s

Sectional Tensions: Growing divide between North and South over economic interests, political1.
power, and slavery.
Compromises and Failures:2.
The Missouri Compromise (1820)3.
The Compromise of 18504.
The Kansas-Nebraska Act (1854)5.
The Dred Scott decision (1857)6.

These events, while temporarily easing tensions, ultimately deepened regional divides.

Emergence of the Republican Party: Opposition to slavery’s expansion heightened fears among1.
Southerners.

The Ideology of Southern Identity

Dew emphasizes that for many Southerners, secession was seen as a defense of their way of1.
life, economic interests, and cultural identity.
The concept of "state sovereignty" was central, with many believing that states had the right to2.
withdraw from the Union.

The Impact of Slavery



While slavery was a core issue, Dew contends it was intertwined with broader regional1.
concerns.
Southern leaders framed slavery as a constitutional right and vital to their economic prosperity.2.

The Secession Crisis: Key Events and Responses

The Election of Abraham Lincoln (1860)

Lincoln’s election was perceived as a direct threat to Southern interests.1.
Many Southerners believed secession was the only way to protect their rights.2.

The Formation of the Confederate States of America

South Carolina was the first to secede in December 1860.1.
Following states quickly joined, forming the Confederacy.2.

The Role of Commissioners in the Crisis

Commissioners like Toombs and Breckinridge traveled to the North to rally support.1.
They sought to persuade Northern states to accept Southern grievances or even to recognize2.
secession.

Dew’s Analysis of the Commissioners’ Impact

Their Successes and Limitations

Short-term successes: They helped sustain the secession movement and kept regional1.
grievances alive.
Long-term limitations: Their efforts ultimately failed to garner widespread Northern support,2.
leading to war.

The Psychological and Cultural Dimensions

Dew highlights how commissioners tapped into regional pride and identity.1.
They reinforced the narrative that Southern disunion was a defensive act, not an act of2.
rebellion.

The Legacy of the Apostles of Disunion

Shaping Civil War Historiography

Dew’s work challenged the then-dominant narrative that blamed slavery alone for secession.1.
Instead, it presented a nuanced picture emphasizing regional identity, political ideology, and2.
leadership.

Modern Interpretations

Contemporary historians recognize the importance of regional culture and political agency.1.
Dew’s analysis encourages a focus on individual actors and regional leaders rather than solely2.
structural causes.
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Ethical and Educational Relevance

Dew’s detailed portrayal fosters understanding of how political leaders can influence national1.
crises.
It underscores the importance of regional identities in shaping American history.2.

Critical Reception and Scholarly Impact

Strengths of Dew’s Approach

Extensive use of primary sources, including letters, speeches, and official documents.1.
Balanced presentation that acknowledges slavery but also emphasizes political and regional2.
factors.
Deep psychological insight into the motivations of Southern leaders.3.

Criticisms and Debates

Some critics argue Dew underplays the centrality of slavery.1.
Others suggest his focus on political leaders overlooks broader societal factors.2.

Influence on Civil War Studies

"Apostles of Disunion" remains a foundational text for understanding secession.1.
It has inspired further research into regional identities and political agency.2.

Conclusion: The Enduring Significance of Charles Dew’s "Apostles of Disunion"

Charles Dew’s "Apostles of Disunion" is a masterful exploration of the personalities, ideologies,
and political strategies that propelled the South toward secession and war. By focusing on the
commissioners who actively promoted disunion, Dew illuminates the complex interplay of regional
identity, political grievance, and leadership. His work underscores that the causes of the Civil War
were multifaceted, rooted not only in slavery but also deeply embedded in regional culture and
political ideology.

This book remains essential reading for anyone seeking a comprehensive understanding of the
Civil War’s origins. Dew’s meticulous scholarship, nuanced analysis, and compelling narrative
provide a model for historical inquiry, reminding us of the importance of understanding regional
perspectives in American history. As the nation continues to grapple with issues of identity,
sovereignty, and regional interests, Dew’s insights into the apostles of disunion remain profoundly
relevant.

Additional Resources and Suggested Readings

Dew, Charles. "Apostles of Disunion: Southern Secession Commissioners and the Causes of the1.
Civil War." (1990)
McPherson, James M. "Battle Cry of Freedom."2.
McClintock, Jefferson. "The Dred Scott Case and the Coming of the Civil War."3.
Current Civil War historiography journals for latest debates and interpretations.4.



This comprehensive exploration of Charles Dew and his work on the apostles of disunion provides
a deep understanding of the complex causes of the Civil War, emphasizing the importance of
regional identity, political agency, and leadership in shaping American history.

Questions & Answers About charles dew apostles of
disunion

N
o

Question Answer

1 Who was Charles Dew and what
is his significance in the context
of the Apostles of Disunion?

Charles Dew was a historian and author known for his
detailed analysis of the Southern Confederacy and the
efforts of Southern activists, known as the Apostles of
Disunion, who sought to dissolve the Union during the
Civil War era.

2 What are the main themes
explored in Dew's book
'Apostles of Disunion'?

Dew's 'Apostles of Disunion' examines the motivations,
strategies, and ideological beliefs of Southern leaders
and civilians who pushed for secession, emphasizing
themes of states' rights, sovereignty, and the defense of
slavery.

3 How did Charles Dew
contribute to the understanding
of Southern secessionist
movements?

Dew provided a comprehensive narrative that
contextualized the actions and writings of secessionists,
highlighting their political, social, and economic
motivations and challenging simplistic interpretations of
the Civil War's origins.

4 What role did the Apostles of
Disunion play in shaping
Southern identity according to
Dew?

According to Dew, the Apostles of Disunion played a
crucial role in fostering a Southern identity rooted in
resistance to perceived Northern aggression and
defending the institution of slavery, which became
central to their political ideology.

5 In what ways does Dew's
'Apostles of Disunion' differ
from other Civil War histories?

Dew's work offers a detailed examination of the
ideological and cultural motivations behind secession,
emphasizing grassroots activism and individual beliefs,
rather than solely focusing on military or political
leaders.

6 What historical sources does
Dew utilize in his analysis of the
Apostles of Disunion?

Dew draws upon a wide range of sources including
letters, speeches, newspaper articles, official documents,
and personal writings of secessionist leaders and
civilians to construct a nuanced narrative.

7 How has Dew's book influenced
modern interpretations of the
Civil War and Southern
secession?

Dew's 'Apostles of Disunion' has contributed to a more
nuanced understanding of the ideological forces behind
secession, emphasizing the importance of cultural and
political motivations in shaping Civil War history.
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8 What are some criticisms or
debates surrounding Dew's
portrayal of the Apostles of
Disunion?

Some critics argue that Dew's focus on ideological
motivations may downplay economic and military
factors, or that his sympathetic portrayal of secessionists
risks romanticizing their cause; however, others praise
his detailed scholarship.

9 Why is Charles Dew's 'Apostles
of Disunion' considered a
significant contribution to Civil
War literature?

It is regarded as a significant contribution because it
offers an in-depth exploration of the cultural and
ideological underpinnings of secession, enriching our
understanding of the Civil War's complex causes and the
mindset of Southern advocates.

Charles Dew, Apostles of Disunion, Civil War, Southern Unionists, Confederate States,
Reconstruction, Southern identity, Union loyalty, American history, Civil War narratives
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