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The Unteachables Comprehension Questions

The unteachables comprehension questions are essential tools for educators and students aiming to deepen
understanding of this compelling novel. Whether used in classrooms, reading groups, or individual study sessions,
comprehension questions help readers engage more critically with the text, analyze characters, themes, and plot
developments, and enhance their overall reading experience. This article provides a comprehensive guide to the
unteachables comprehension questions, including key themes, characters, plot points, and suggested questions to facilitate
meaningful discussions and assessments.

Overview of The Unteachables

Before diving into specific comprehension questions, it’s important to understand the context of the novel. The Unteachables
by Gordon Korman is a heartfelt story about a group of misfit students placed in a special education class. The novel explores
themes of acceptance, perseverance, friendship, and the importance of believing in oneself. This section provides a brief
summary to set the foundation for comprehension questions.

Plot Summary
- The story centers around Mr. Kermit, a teacher who is assigned to a class of students deemed unteachable. - The students
include characters like Oliver, who struggles with social skills; Kiana, who is highly intelligent but distrusts authority; and
others with unique challenges. - Despite their difficulties, the students form strong bonds and discover their own potential. -
The novel emphasizes the importance of understanding and patience from educators and peers.

Main Themes
- Acceptance and Inclusion - Overcoming Challenges - The Power of Friendship - Self-Discovery - Breaking Stereotypes

Why Use Comprehension Questions?

Using comprehension questions with The Unteachables helps readers: - Retain key details and plot points - Develop critical
thinking skills - Connect themes to their own experiences - Prepare for class discussions or assessments - Enhance
vocabulary related to the story Effective comprehension questions can be tailored for different age groups and reading levels,
making them versatile tools in educational settings.

Types of Comprehension Questions for The Unteachables

To facilitate comprehensive understanding, questions can be categorized into different types, each serving a specific
purpose:

Factual Questions
- Focus on concrete details from the text. - Example: “What is Mr. Kermit’s teaching philosophy?”



Inferential Questions
- Require readers to read between the lines. - Example: “Why do you think Kiana initially distrusts Mr. Kermit?”

Analytical Questions
- Encourage analysis of characters, themes, and plot development. - Example: “How does Oliver’s character change
throughout the story?”

Reflective Questions
- Promote personal connections and opinions. - Example: “Have you ever felt like an outsider? How did you handle it?”

Vocabulary Questions
- Focus on understanding new words or phrases. - Example: “What does ‘perseverance’ mean in the context of the story?”

Sample Comprehension Questions for The Unteachables

Below is a curated list of questions divided into categories to guide readers through a thorough understanding of the novel.

Factual Questions
1. Who is the main teacher in The Unteachables, and what is his approach to teaching? 2. Name three students in Mr.
Kermit's class and describe their challenges. 3. What event causes the students to realize they are capable of more than they
believed? 4. How does the class’s project help them develop teamwork skills? 5. What is the final outcome for the students at
the end of the story?

Inferential Questions
1. Why do you think Oliver initially resists forming friendships with his classmates? 2. How does Mr. Kermit's attitude
influence the students’ perceptions of themselves? 3. What message does the story convey about the labels society places
on people? 4. Why do you think Kiana decides to trust Mr. Kermit by the end of the book? 5. How do the students’
backgrounds influence their behavior in the classroom?

Analytical Questions
1. Analyze how Gordon Korman develops the theme of acceptance in the story. 2. Discuss the character development of
Oliver from the beginning to the end of the novel. 3. How does the setting contribute to the overall mood and message of the
story? 4. Examine the role of teamwork in the students’ personal growth. 5. What does the story suggest about the role of a
teacher beyond academics?

Reflective Questions
1. Have you ever felt like an outsider? How did that experience compare to the students’ experiences? 2. What qualities make
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Mr. Kermit an effective teacher? 3. How can you apply the lessons from the book to your own life? 4. Do you think all students
should be treated equally? Why or why not? 5. What is the most important lesson you learned from The Unteachables?

Vocabulary Questions
1. What does the word “perseverance” mean, and how is it demonstrated in the story? 2. Find a sentence with the word
“trust” in the book. What does it tell you about the characters involved? 3. Define the term “stereotype” and explain how it
appears in the novel. 4. What is the meaning of “determination,” and which character exemplifies it? 5. How does
understanding new vocabulary enhance your comprehension of the story?

Using Comprehension Questions Effectively

To maximize the benefits of comprehension questions, consider these strategies: - Pre-Reading Questions: Ask students
what they expect from the story or what they know about similar topics. - During Reading: Use questions to guide attentive
reading and clarify confusing parts. - Post-Reading: Engage students with discussion questions that promote critical thinking
and personal reflection. - Group Discussions: Encourage collaborative answers to foster communication skills. - Writing
Assignments: Have students answer questions in essay format to develop written expression.

Additional Resources and Activities

Complement comprehension questions with activities to deepen understanding: - Character Maps: Visualize relationships
and traits. - Theme Journals: Reflect on themes and personal connections. - Vocabulary Quizzes: Test understanding of new
words. - Creative Projects: Write alternative endings or create artwork inspired by the story. - Discussion Prompts: Facilitate
group conversations about the novel’s messages.

Conclusion

Incorporating the unteachables comprehension questions into reading activities enhances engagement, comprehension, and
critical thinking. By exploring factual details, making inferences, analyzing themes, and reflecting on personal experiences,
readers gain a richer understanding of Gordon Korman’s compelling story. Whether for classroom instruction, book clubs, or
individual study, well-crafted comprehension questions serve as valuable tools to unlock the full depth of The Unteachables
and inspire meaningful discussions about acceptance, perseverance, and the transformative power of education. Remember:
Tailor questions to the age and reading level of your audience to ensure they are challenging yet accessible. Happy reading!

The Unteachables Comprehension Questions: An In-Depth Analysis of Educational Resources and Their Role in Literature
Understanding Understanding a novel like The Unteachables by Gordon Korman requires more than just reading the text; it
involves engaging with comprehension questions that deepen the reader’s grasp of themes, characters, and literary devices.
Comprehension questions serve as vital tools in educational settings, guiding students to analyze, interpret, and connect with
the material on a deeper level. This article explores the significance of comprehension questions for The Unteachables, their
design, and how they facilitate meaningful learning experiences.

Overview of The Unteachables: Context and Themes

Before diving into the comprehension questions themselves, it is essential to understand the core elements of The
Unteachables. Gordon Korman’s novel, published in 2018, centers around a group of misfit students in a special education



classroom. The story explores themes of acceptance, resilience, friendship, and the transformative power of education. Key
Themes: - Acceptance of Diversity: The students come from varied backgrounds and possess different challenges,
highlighting the importance of understanding and embracing differences. - Growth and Transformation: Characters evolve
through their experiences, illustrating that change is possible regardless of initial setbacks. - Empowerment through
Education: The novel emphasizes that education is not just about academics but also about personal development and self-
esteem. Understanding these themes provides the foundation for meaningful engagement through comprehension questions,
which can help students analyze how these ideas are woven into the narrative.

Design and Purpose of Comprehension Questions for The
Unteachables

Comprehension questions serve multiple educational purposes, especially in the context of a novel like The Unteachables.
They are crafted to assess understanding, promote critical thinking, and encourage personal reflection. Primary Objectives: -
Assess Basic Comprehension: Ensuring students understand the plot, characters, and setting. - Encourage Critical Analysis:
Prompting students to interpret themes, character motivations, and literary devices. - Facilitate Personal Connection: Allowing
students to relate the story to their own experiences and viewpoints. - Prepare for Discussions and Essays: Developing skills
needed for class discussions, written responses, and assessments. Design Principles: - Open-Ended vs. Closed-Ended: A
mix of factual questions (closed-ended) and interpretative questions (open-ended) to balance recall with critical thinking. -
Progressive Difficulty: Starting with basic comprehension and gradually increasing complexity. - Alignment with Learning
Goals: Questions aligned with curriculum standards and learning objectives.

Sample Comprehension Questions for The Unteachables

To illustrate, here are representative questions categorized by their focus area, along with detailed explanations of what they
aim to achieve:

1. Plot and Setting Questions
- What is the main conflict that drives the story in The Unteachables? This question assesses students' understanding of the
plot's central issue, encouraging them to identify the core problem faced by the characters. - Describe the setting of the novel.
How does the school environment influence the story? This prompts students to consider how the physical and social
environment impacts character development and plot progression.

2. Character Analysis
- How does Mr. Kermit’s attitude towards his students change throughout the novel? This question encourages students to
analyze character development and the influence of relationships on personal growth. - Choose one student from the class
and explain how their background affects their behavior and interactions. Aimed at fostering empathy and understanding of
character diversity, this question promotes deeper insight into individual motivations.

3. Themes and Messages
- What does The Unteachables suggest about the traditional education system? This invites students to critique educational
assumptions and consider the novel’s commentary on inclusion and alternative teaching methods. - Discuss how friendship
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plays a role in the characters’ personal growth. Provide examples from the story. This analysis emphasizes the importance of
relationships and their transformative power.

4. Literary Devices and Style
- Identify and explain the use of humor in the novel. How does it affect the tone? Analyzing literary devices helps students
appreciate the author’s stylistic choices and how they influence reader engagement. - Find an example of foreshadowing in
the story and explain its significance. This encourages students to recognize and interpret literary techniques that contribute
to the narrative’s depth.

5. Personal Reflection and Critical Thinking
- Have you ever felt like an outsider? How does this story help you understand others in similar situations? This open-ended
question fosters personal connection and empathy. - If you were a teacher in Mr. Kermit’s class, what strategies would you
use to support your students? This encourages application of educational theories and personal reflection on teaching
practices.

Using Comprehension Questions Effectively in Education

While comprehension questions are valuable, their effectiveness depends on how they are integrated into the learning
process. Here are best practices for educators and students: For Educators: - Align Questions with Learning Objectives:
Ensure questions target specific skills or understandings. - Encourage Discussion: Use questions as a basis for classroom
debates, group work, or Socratic seminars. - Provide Feedback: Offer constructive responses to deepen understanding and
correct misconceptions. - Vary Question Types: Mix factual, interpretative, and evaluative questions to develop a range of
skills. For Students: - Answer Thoughtfully: Avoid surface-level responses; support answers with examples from the text. -
Ask Questions: If unclear about a question, seek clarification to deepen understanding. - Make Connections: Relate questions
and answers to personal experiences or broader societal issues. - Reflect on Responses: Use questions as a springboard for
essays, projects, or discussions.

The Role of Comprehension Questions in Promoting Critical
Thinking

Beyond testing recall, well-crafted comprehension questions cultivate critical thinking skills essential for academic success
and lifelong learning. They challenge students to analyze motives, evaluate themes, and synthesize ideas. Analytical Skills
Development: - Recognizing underlying messages or themes. - Interpreting character decisions and their consequences. -
Evaluating the effectiveness of literary devices. Cognitive Skills Enhancement: - Making inferences based on textual
evidence. - Comparing characters or themes across different contexts. - Formulating original opinions supported by textual
analysis. Emotional and Ethical Development: - Developing empathy through character analysis. - Considering moral
dilemmas presented in the story. - Reflecting on societal issues related to inclusion and acceptance.

The Challenges and Limitations of Comprehension Questions

While highly beneficial, comprehension questions also pose certain challenges: - Over-Reliance on Recall: Some questions
may focus too much on factual recall, limiting deeper engagement. - Misinterpretation Risks: Open-ended questions can lead



to varied answers, some of which may lack textual support. - Cultural Biases: Questions should be culturally sensitive and
inclusive to avoid alienating students from diverse backgrounds. To mitigate these issues, educators should design questions
thoughtfully, emphasizing evidence-based answers and fostering respectful discussion.

Conclusion: Enhancing Literary Understanding through Thoughtful
Questioning

Comprehension questions for The Unteachables are more than mere assessments; they are pedagogical tools that foster
critical analysis, empathy, and personal growth. When thoughtfully integrated into lessons, they enable students to engage
deeply with the text, appreciate its themes, and develop essential skills for academic and social success. In the context of
contemporary education, where fostering inclusive and reflective learners is paramount, the role of well-designed
comprehension questions becomes even more significant. They serve as bridges between the text and the reader’s mind,
transforming reading from passive consumption into active exploration. As educators and learners continue to navigate the
complexities of literature, these questions remain vital instruments in unlocking the profound lessons embedded within stories
like The Unteachables.

Questions & Answers About the unteachables comprehension
questions

No Question Answer

1 What is the main theme of 'The
Unteachables'?

The main theme of 'The Unteachables' is acceptance and understanding
of differences, highlighting how empathy and friendship can help
students overcome their challenges.

2 Who are the main characters in 'The
Unteachables'?

The main characters include Mr. K, the teacher; and students like Ben,
Kiana, and Olive, each dealing with their own personal struggles.

3 How does the character of Mr. K change
throughout the story?

Mr. K starts as a somewhat disillusioned teacher but grows to
understand and believe in his students, helping them realize their
potential.

4 What role does teamwork play in 'The
Unteachables'?

Teamwork is central to the story, as students learn to work together,
support each other, and develop a sense of community and trust.

5 What challenges do the students face in
the story?

The students face various challenges, including behavioral issues,
learning difficulties, and personal hardships that hinder their success in
school.

6 How does the story address the
importance of understanding and
patience?

The story emphasizes that understanding and patience are key to
helping students overcome their struggles and to fostering a positive
classroom environment.

7 What is the significance of the project the
students work on in 'The Unteachables'?

The project symbolizes the students' growth and their ability to work
together, showcasing their talents and building confidence.
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