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North By Northwestern Housing Guide

North by Northwestern Housing Guide Finding the perfect housing options near
Northwestern University can significantly enhance your college experience, providing
convenience, comfort, and a supportive community. Whether you're a prospective student,
a current student, or a visiting scholar, understanding the housing landscape around
Northwestern is essential. This comprehensive North by Northwestern Housing Guide aims
to equip you with valuable insights, tips, and resources to navigate the housing market
effectively.

Overview of Housing Options Near Northwestern
University

Northwestern University, with campuses in Evanston, Illinois, and Chicago, offers a diverse
array of housing opportunities. The options cater to students with different preferences,
budgets, and lifestyles.

On-Campus Housing

On-campus housing remains a popular choice for many students due to its convenience and
integrated community atmosphere.

Residence Halls: Northwestern offers a variety of residence halls, including traditional1.
dormitories and suite-style options. Some popular halls include Elder Hall, Foster-Walker
Complex, and Willard Hall.
Graduate Housing: Graduate students have access to specialized housing options such2.
as the University Apartments and other designated graduate student residences.
Application Process: On-campus housing applications typically open in the early3.
months of the year. Priority is often given based on the date of application and specific
eligibility criteria.

Off-Campus Housing

Many students choose off-campus housing for more independence or cost considerations.

Apartments and Condos: Evanston and Chicago neighborhoods host numerous1.
apartment complexes, ranging from affordable studios to luxury multi-bedroom units.
Shared Housing: Roommates can help reduce costs and foster community. Shared2.
apartments and houses are common among students.



Housing Search Platforms: Resources like Apartments.com, Zillow, and3.
Northwestern’s Off-Campus Housing website can assist in finding available units.

Homestays and Sublets

For short-term stays or a more immersive experience, homestays and sublets are excellent
options.

Homestays: Living with local families offers cultural exchange and support for1.
international students.
Sublets: Short-term leases are ideal for students in transitional periods or those visiting2.
for a semester.

Factors to Consider When Choosing Housing

Selecting the right housing involves evaluating various factors to ensure it aligns with your
needs and preferences.

Location

Proximity to campus is a major consideration. Living closer reduces commute time and
provides easier access to campus amenities.

Budget

Housing costs vary widely. Establish a budget that includes rent, utilities, transportation,
and other living expenses.

Safety and Neighborhood Quality

Research neighborhood safety, crime rates, and local amenities such as grocery stores,
gyms, and entertainment options.

Living Environment

Decide whether you prefer a quiet, residential area or a vibrant, urban environment.
Consider the size of the living space, amenities, and community atmosphere.

Transportation

Assess the availability of public transportation, bike lanes, and parking options.
Northwestern’s campuses are well-connected via CTA trains and buses.



© sandbox.xylemappliedwater.com North By Northwestern Housing Guide 3

Cost of Housing Near Northwestern

Understanding the typical costs associated with housing in Evanston and Chicago can help
you plan financially.

On-Campus Housing Costs

- Undergraduate residence halls: $8,000 - $12,000 per academic year - Graduate housing:
Varies, often included in tuition or billed separately - Meal plans and utilities are additional
expenses

Off-Campus Housing Costs

- Studio apartments: $1,200 - $2,000/month - One-bedroom apartments: $1,300 -
$2,500/month - Shared housing: $600 - $1,200/month per person - Utilities (electricity,
water, internet): $100 - $200/month

Application Process for Housing

Getting your housing sorted early is crucial, especially during peak moving-in periods.

On-Campus Housing Applications

- Opens: Typically in early January - How to Apply: Through Northwestern’s Housing Portal
- Requirements: Application fee, student ID, and sometimes a deposit

Off-Campus Housing Search Timeline

- Start early: 3-6 months before move-in - Visit neighborhoods: Evanston, Ravenswood, Old
Town, Lakeview, and more - Attend housing fairs and connect with local brokers or
landlords

Tips for Securing Housing Near Northwestern

Securing desirable housing can be competitive. Here are some tips to improve your
chances:

Start Early: Begin your search several months in advance.1.
Set Priorities: Decide on non-negotiables like budget, location, and amenities.2.
Use Reliable Resources: Leverage Northwestern’s housing website, trusted rental3.
platforms, and local real estate agents.
Prepare Documentation: Have your student ID, proof of income or financial aid, and4.



references ready.
Visit in Person or Virtually: If possible, tour the property or attend virtual tours to5.
assess the space.

Living in Evanston and Chicago: What to Expect

Understanding the local environment can enhance your living experience.

Living in Evanston

Evanston offers a suburban feel with access to Lake Michigan, a vibrant downtown, and a
friendly community atmosphere.

Safe neighborhoods with walkable streets1.
Access to parks, beaches, and recreational activities2.
Proximity to campus and public transportation3.

Living in Chicago

Chicago provides an urban experience with diverse neighborhoods, cultural attractions,
and a bustling nightlife.

Varied neighborhoods like Lincoln Park, Wicker Park, and South Loop1.
Excellent public transit options via CTA trains and buses2.
Rich arts, dining, and entertainment scenes3.

Resources and Support for Housing Seekers

Northwestern University offers various resources to assist students in their housing
journey.

Office of Residential Life and Housing

Provides guidance on on-campus housing applications, roommate matching, and housing
policies.

Off-Campus Housing Office

Assists students in finding safe and affordable off-campus accommodations, offers listings,
and hosts housing fairs.
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Student Organizations and Forums

Participate in student groups or online forums for advice, roommate matching, and sharing
housing opportunities.

Conclusion

Navigating the housing landscape around Northwestern University requires careful
planning, research, and proactive effort. Whether you opt for on-campus residence halls,
off-campus apartments, or short-term homestays, understanding your options and priorities
will help you find a comfortable and convenient home. Remember to start your search
early, utilize university resources, and consider your lifestyle preferences to make the most
of your Northwestern experience. With the right housing in place, you'll be well-positioned
to focus on your academic pursuits, engage in campus life, and enjoy all the vibrant
communities of Evanston and Chicago.

North by Northwestern Housing Guide: Your Ultimate Companion to Campus Living
Navigating the world of university housing can often feel daunting, especially at a
prestigious institution like Northwestern University. With its diverse options, unique
neighborhoods, and vibrant campus community, finding the right place to live is crucial for
academic success, social integration, and overall well-being. This comprehensive North by
Northwestern housing guide aims to serve as your expert companion, providing detailed
insights into the various housing options, neighborhoods, amenities, and tips to make the
most of your campus living experience.

Understanding Northwestern University’s Housing
Landscape

Northwestern University, located in Evanston, Illinois, offers a broad spectrum of housing
options tailored to undergraduate and graduate students. Its housing system is designed
not only to provide shelter but also to foster community, facilitate academic support, and
enhance student life. The university's housing options are categorized primarily into on-
campus residence halls, graduate and family housing, and off-campus living. Each category
has distinct features, advantages, and considerations, which this guide will explore in
detail.

On-Campus Housing Options

Northwestern prides itself on its extensive on-campus housing facilities, which are
strategically located to provide easy access to academic buildings, dining services, and



recreational areas.

Undergraduate Residence Halls

Overview: The undergraduate housing system consists of several residence halls, each with
its own culture, amenities, and community atmosphere. These halls are located primarily
within walking distance to campus and are designed to foster a sense of community among
students. Key Residence Halls: - Sargent Hall: - Known for its traditional dormitory style -
Features communal bathrooms and shared common spaces - Offers a vibrant community
atmosphere with organized events - Cleveland Hall: - Modern facilities with suite-style
rooms - Emphasizes sustainability and eco-friendly design - Provides study lounges and
social spaces - Willard Hall: - Located near the center of campus - Offers a mix of single and
double rooms - Known for its active student government and programming Pros of On-
Campus Housing: - Proximity to classes, libraries, and campus amenities - Built-in
community and peer support networks - Convenient access to dining halls and recreational
facilities - Security and maintenance services Cons to Consider: - Higher costs compared to
off-campus options - Less privacy, especially in traditional dormitory settings - Possible
noise and activity levels due to communal living

Graduate and Family Housing

Overview: Northwestern provides specialized housing options for graduate students and
students with families, recognizing the diverse needs of its student body. Options Include: -
Evanston Apartments: - Located close to campus, in designated apartment complexes -
Offers one-bedroom and two-bedroom units suitable for individuals and families - Graduate
Housing at Foster-Walker Complex: - Specifically designed for graduate students - Provides
furnished units with flexible lease terms - Features communal spaces and laundry facilities
- Family Housing: - Apartments with features tailored for families, including multiple
bedrooms, kitchens, and outdoor spaces - Located within accessible distances from campus
Benefits: - More privacy and space compared to traditional dorms - Family-friendly
amenities and environments - Opportunities for community engagement with other
graduate or family residents Considerations: - Slightly higher rent compared to off-campus
rentals - Lease terms may be more rigid - Less immediate access to undergraduate campus
life

Off-Campus Housing Options

While on-campus housing offers many advantages, off-campus living is a popular choice
among students seeking more independence, affordability, or a different neighborhood
experience.
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Popular Neighborhoods Near Northwestern

Evanston Neighborhoods: The city of Evanston itself offers a variety of neighborhoods
suitable for students: - Downtown Evanston: - Vibrant area with shops, restaurants, and
nightlife - Close to campus and transportation hubs - Central Evanston: - Residential feel
with tree-lined streets - Offers a mix of apartments and houses - North Evanston: -
Suburban atmosphere with larger homes and green spaces - Suitable for students seeking
quieter environments - South Evanston: - Proximity to Lake Michigan and parks - Offers
both rental apartments and houses Chicago Suburbs and City Living: Some students choose
to live farther away in Chicago for more affordable rent and diverse neighborhoods,
commuting via Metra or bus services.

Types of Off-Campus Housing

- Apartments: - Ranging from studio to multi-bedroom units - Usually managed by private
landlords or property management companies - Shared Housing: - Renting a room in a
house or apartment with roommates - Cost-effective and fosters community - Houses: -
Larger properties for groups or families - Ideal for students with families or those seeking
more space Pros of Off-Campus Housing: - Greater privacy and space - Potentially lower
costs, especially with shared housing - Flexibility in lease terms and amenities -
Opportunity to experience local neighborhoods Cons to Keep in Mind: - Longer commute
times to campus - Responsibility for utilities, maintenance, and safety - Possible challenges
in finding suitable housing early

Factors to Consider When Choosing Housing

Selecting the right housing involves weighing multiple factors to ensure it aligns with your
personal preferences, academic needs, and budget.

Budget and Cost

- On-campus housing can range from $8,000 to $15,000 per academic year, depending on
the hall and amenities. - Off-campus rent varies widely; average monthly rent for a one-
bedroom apartment in Evanston is around $1,200–$1,800. - Include additional costs such as
utilities, internet, transportation, and groceries.

Location and Commute

- Proximity to classes and campus resources reduces commute time and stress. - Consider
safety, neighborhood vibe, and access to public transportation.



Community and Lifestyle

- Do you prefer a lively dorm environment or a quieter neighborhood? - Are amenities like
gyms, study lounges, or outdoor spaces important to you? - Look into the social scene and
programming offered by the housing community.

Facilities and Amenities

- Wi-Fi, laundry, security, parking, and kitchen facilities are key considerations. - Some
housing offers furnished units, which can ease move-in logistics.

Lease Terms and Flexibility

- On-campus housing typically offers academic-year leases, while off-campus options may
have more flexible arrangements. - Check for subletting policies, deposit requirements, and
renewal options.

Tips for Securing Housing at Northwestern

Navigating the housing process requires planning and timely action. Here are expert tips to
help you secure your ideal living situation: 1. Start Early: Housing at Northwestern can be
highly competitive, especially for on-campus options. Begin your search at least 3-6 months
before the start of the academic year. 2. Prioritize Your Needs: Make a list of must-have
features versus nice-to-have amenities to streamline your options. 3. Utilize University
Resources: Northwestern offers housing fairs, online listings, and advising services. Reach
out to the Office of Residential Life or Graduate Housing Office for guidance. 4. Research
Neighborhoods Thoroughly: Visit neighborhoods if possible, or explore online forums and
social media groups for current student experiences. 5. Leverage Peer Networks: Connect
with current students or alumni for recommendations and potential roommate
opportunities. 6. Understand Lease Agreements: Review all lease terms carefully, including
policies on deposits, repairs, and termination. 7. Budget for Additional Expenses: Account
for move-in costs, utilities, transportation, and personal expenses.

Final Thoughts: Making the Most of Your Northwestern
Housing Experience

Choosing the right housing at Northwestern University is more than just finding a roof over
your head; it's about setting the stage for your academic journey and personal growth.
Whether you opt for the vibrant atmosphere of on-campus residence halls, the
independence of off-campus apartments, or a family-friendly community, understanding
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your options and planning ahead will ensure a smooth transition into campus life.
Remember, your housing choice influences your daily routine, social interactions, and
overall university experience. Take advantage of university resources, do thorough
research, and consider your long-term needs. With careful planning and informed
decisions, your Northwestern housing experience can be truly enriching, laying a strong
foundation for your success both inside and outside the classroom. In summary: North by
Northwestern housing offers a rich array of options tailored to diverse student needs. From
traditional dormitories to modern apartments and family-friendly units, each choice comes
with its own set of benefits and considerations. By understanding the nuances of each,
considering personal priorities, and planning proactively, you can find a living situation
that complements your academic pursuits and personal lifestyle, making your
Northwestern experience both productive and enjoyable.

Questions & Answers About north by northwestern
housing guide

N
o

Question Answer

1 What are the key features of
the North by Northwestern
housing options?

North by Northwestern offers a variety of housing
options including on-campus dormitories, university
apartments, and off-campus accommodations, all
designed to cater to diverse student needs with
modern amenities and convenient locations.

2 How can students apply for
housing at North by
Northwestern?

Students can apply for housing through the
university’s online housing portal, where they can
submit applications, select preferences, and receive
updates on their housing status during the
designated application period.

3 What is the average cost of
housing at North by
Northwestern?

The cost varies depending on the type of housing
chosen; on-campus dorms typically range from
$8,000 to $12,000 per academic year, while off-
campus options may vary based on location and
amenities.

4 Are there any special housing
options for graduate students
at North by Northwestern?

Yes, North by Northwestern offers dedicated
graduate student housing with features like quiet
study areas, flexible lease terms, and proximity to
academic buildings to support their unique needs.

5 What amenities are included
in North by Northwestern
student housing?

Most housing options include high-speed internet,
laundry facilities, security services, common lounges,
study rooms, and maintenance support to ensure a
comfortable living experience.



6 When is the deadline to apply
for housing at North by
Northwestern?

The application deadline typically falls in early
summer, around June 1st, but students are advised
to check the official housing website for specific
dates each year.

7 Does North by Northwestern
offer any housing assistance
or resources for students?

Yes, the university provides housing counseling,
roommate matching services, and resources to help
students find suitable accommodations and navigate
the housing application process.

north by northwestern housing, Northwestern University housing, Northwestern dorms,
Northwestern off-campus apartments, Northwestern living guide, Northwestern student
housing, Northwestern housing options, Northwestern campus housing, Northwestern
housing resources, Northwestern housing tips


	North By Northwestern Housing Guide
	Overview of Housing Options Near Northwestern University
	On-Campus Housing
	Off-Campus Housing
	Homestays and Sublets

	Factors to Consider When Choosing Housing
	Location
	Budget
	Safety and Neighborhood Quality
	Living Environment
	Transportation

	Cost of Housing Near Northwestern
	On-Campus Housing Costs
	Off-Campus Housing Costs

	Application Process for Housing
	On-Campus Housing Applications
	Off-Campus Housing Search Timeline

	Tips for Securing Housing Near Northwestern
	Living in Evanston and Chicago: What to Expect
	Living in Evanston
	Living in Chicago

	Resources and Support for Housing Seekers
	Office of Residential Life and Housing
	Off-Campus Housing Office
	Student Organizations and Forums

	Conclusion
	Understanding Northwestern University’s Housing Landscape
	On-Campus Housing Options
	Undergraduate Residence Halls
	Graduate and Family Housing

	Off-Campus Housing Options
	Popular Neighborhoods Near Northwestern
	Types of Off-Campus Housing

	Factors to Consider When Choosing Housing
	Budget and Cost
	Location and Commute
	Community and Lifestyle
	Facilities and Amenities
	Lease Terms and Flexibility

	Tips for Securing Housing at Northwestern
	Final Thoughts: Making the Most of Your Northwestern Housing Experience
	Questions & Answers About north by northwestern housing guide


