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Characters In The Great Gatsby

characters in the great gatsby are fundamental to understanding the novel's themes,
social commentary, and the complex web of relationships that unfold within the story. F.
Scott Fitzgerald's masterpiece is renowned not only for its lyrical prose and vivid
depiction of the Roaring Twenties but also for its rich cast of characters whose
motivations and backgrounds reveal much about the American Dream, wealth, love, and
moral decay. Each character serves as a symbol or representative of different facets of
society, making the novel a layered exploration of human nature and social
stratification. In this article, we will delve into the main characters of The Great Gatsby,
exploring their personalities, roles, and significance in the narrative.

Main Characters in The Great Gatsby

The novel centers around a relatively small but highly impactful cast of characters. Their
interactions and conflicts drive the plot and underscore the novel’s themes. Here are the
primary characters:

Jay Gatsby

Overview: Jay Gatsby, born James Gatz, is the enigmatic and wealthy protagonist whose
obsession with rekindling a past romance with Daisy Buchanan defines much of the
novel’s plot. Gatsby's persona is characterized by his boundless ambition, unwavering
hope, and mysterious origins. Personality and Traits: - Charismatic and charming -
Deeply romantic and idealistic - Secretive about his true background - Obsessed with the
American Dream and social mobility Significance in the Novel: Gatsby embodies the
pursuit of the American Dream—wealth, love, and happiness—though his relentless
quest ultimately reveals its emptiness. His lavish parties and opulent mansion symbolize
his desire to belong to high society, yet he remains an outsider. Gatsby’s tragic end
underscores themes of illusion versus reality.

Daisy Buchanan

Overview: Daisy is the charming, superficial, and ultimately tragic love interest of
Gatsby. She is married to Tom Buchanan and represents both the allure and the moral
decay of the American upper class. Personality and Traits: - Beautiful and captivating -
Carefree and charming but also shallow and self-centered - Materialistic and driven by
pleasure - Torn between her love for Gatsby and her loyalty to her social class
Significance in the Novel: Daisy symbolizes the elusive nature of the American
Dream—desirable yet unattainable. Her voice, described as "full of money," reflects her
embodiment of wealth and privilege. Her indecisiveness and moral ambiguity highlight



the novel’s critique of superficiality and the corrupting influence of wealth.

Tom Buchanan

Overview: Tom is Daisy’s wealthy, arrogant, and domineering husband. His character
embodies old-money privilege and embodies the racism, sexism, and entitlement of the
upper class. Personality and Traits: - Proud and aggressive - Ruthless and hypocritical -
Patronizing towards others - Holds traditional beliefs about social hierarchy Significance
in the Novel: Tom’s character exposes the hypocrisy of the privileged class and the
destructive nature of unchecked power. His affair and confrontations with Gatsby reveal
the moral decay within the elite social circles.

Nick Carraway

Overview: Nick is the novel’s narrator and a young man from the Midwest who moves to
West Egg to learn the bond business. He serves as a moral compass and observer of the
others’ lives. Personality and Traits: - Reflective and honest (at least compared to
others) - Slightly naïve but morally conscious - Appreciative of beauty and sincerity
Significance in the Novel: Nick’s perspective shapes the reader’s understanding of the
events and characters. His judgments and reflections reveal Fitzgerald’s critique of the
American Dream and the society depicted in the novel.

Jordan Baker

Overview: Jordan is a professional golfer and Daisy’s friend. She is depicted as aloof,
cynical, and somewhat dishonest. Personality and Traits: - Independent and modern
woman - Cunning and selective with the truth - Slightly cynical about love and morality
Significance in the Novel: Jordan represents the new woman of the 1920s—independent
but also morally ambiguous. Her relationship with Nick provides insight into the social
dynamics of the era.

Characters in The Great Gatsby: An In-Depth Analysis of F. Scott Fitzgerald’s Complex
Cast The characters in The Great Gatsby serve as the cornerstone of this quintessential
American novel, each embodying distinct social, moral, and psychological themes that
Fitzgerald masterfully explores. Through their interactions, ambitions, flaws, and
transformations, Fitzgerald offers a piercing critique of the American Dream, class
disparity, and the elusive nature of happiness. This article delves into the key figures of
the novel, analyzing their personalities, motives, and symbolic significance within the
narrative.

Introduction to the Character Landscape of The Great



© sandbox.xylemappliedwater.com Characters In The Great Gatsby 3

Gatsby

Fitzgerald’s novel features a relatively small but richly developed cast, each character
serving as a lens through which we examine the decadence, disillusionment, and moral
ambiguity of 1920s America. At the core are figures representing different social strata
and moral viewpoints, from the opulent yet shallow elite to the ambitious newcomers
striving for acceptance. The main characters include Jay Gatsby, Daisy Buchanan, Tom
Buchanan, Nick Carraway, Jordan Baker, and Myrtle Wilson. Supporting characters such
as George Wilson and Meyer Wolfsheim further enrich the social tapestry, embodying
themes of aspiration, corruption, and the American Dream’s decay.

Jay Gatsby: The Enigmatic Dreamer

Personality and Background

Jay Gatsby, originally James Gatz from North Dakota, is the novel’s central figure and a
symbol of the American Dream’s allure and futility. Gatsby is portrayed as charismatic,
optimistic, and mysterious—a man whose grandeur is matched by his deep loneliness.
His persona is carefully crafted, built upon a facade of wealth, sophistication, and
charm. Gatsby’s background reveals a rags-to-riches story, fueled by his relentless
pursuit of success and love. His rise to wealth is shrouded in ambiguity, with hints of
criminal dealings, notably his association with Meyer Wolfsheim. Despite his wealth,
Gatsby remains fundamentally idealistic, believing in the possibility of recreating the
past with Daisy.

Symbolism and Themes

Gatsby embodies the American Dream’s seductive promise—that anyone can attain
happiness and success through perseverance. Yet, his tragic flaw lies in his inability to
see that his dream is inherently flawed, blinded by an idealized vision of Daisy and the
past. His mansion, lavish parties, and extravagant lifestyle serve as symbols of
superficiality and materialism. Gatsby’s relentless hope and his ultimate demise
underscore the novel’s critique of the American Dream—an illusion that can lead to self-
destruction.

Daisy Buchanan: The Ephemeral Charm

Personality and Traits

Daisy is portrayed as a beautiful, charming, and somewhat superficial woman. She
embodies the allure and fragility of old-money aristocracy. Her voice, described as “full
of money,” symbolizes her social status and material wealth. Despite her outward
elegance, Daisy is morally ambiguous—self-centered, indecisive, and prone to escapism.



Her love for Gatsby is complex; she is attracted to his passion but ultimately cannot
forsake her comfortable life with Tom.

Symbolism and Role in the Narrative

Daisy represents the elusive nature of the American Dream—something beautiful and
desirable but ultimately unattainable or insubstantial. Her voice and persona evoke the
seductive but hollow nature of wealth and privilege. Her choice to remain with Tom
signifies the moral decay and superficiality of the upper class. Her character also
highlights themes of gender roles, societal expectations, and the tragic consequences of
valuing appearance over authenticity.

Tom Buchanan: The Embodiment of Old Money and
Privilege

Personality and Characteristics

Tom is depicted as a physically imposing, aristocratic man, embodying the arrogance
and entitlement of the old-money elite. He is wealthy, privileged, and often aggressive,
with a sense of superiority over others. Tom’s moral character is flawed—violent, racist,
and hypocritical. His affair with Myrtle Wilson and his manipulative attitude towards
others reveal his lack of empathy and moral integrity.

Symbolism and Significance

Tom personifies the entrenched social and racial hierarchies of the time, resistant to
change and suspicious of new money. His confrontation with Gatsby encapsulates the
class tensions that permeate the novel. His character illustrates the moral decay
beneath the veneer of wealth and status.

Nick Carraway: The Moral Observer

Personality and Perspective

Nick, the novel’s narrator, is a young man from the Midwest seeking his fortune in New
York. He is characterized by his honesty, introspection, and a tendency to judge others
with a degree of detachment. Nick’s perspective provides a critical lens through which
the reader views the other characters. His moral stance—neither wholly condemnatory
nor sympathetic—serves as a commentary on the era’s superficiality.

Role and Thematic Significance

As an outsider and observer, Nick embodies the moral conscience of the novel. His
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judgments and reflections offer insight into the corrupt society Fitzgerald depicts. His
relationship with Gatsby is complex—marked by admiration and
disillusionment—highlighting themes of idealism versus reality.

Jordan Baker: The Modern Woman and Flawed Charm

Personality and Traits

Jordan is a professional golfer, characterized by her aloofness, independence, and a
touch of cynicism. She represents the emerging modern woman of the 1920s—liberated,
yet morally ambiguous. Her relationship with Nick is fraught with ambiguity; she is
dishonest, dishonest, and somewhat superficial, yet she also embodies a sense of
independence and modernity.

Symbolism and Significance

Jordan symbolizes the new social attitudes of the Jazz Age—liberation, independence,
and moral ambiguity. Her character underscores the shifting gender roles and the
superficiality prevalent among the upper classes.

Myrtle Wilson: The Tragic Aspirant

Personality and Background

Myrtle is a working-class woman married to George Wilson. She is ambitious, sensual,
and desperate to escape her lower social status. Her affair with Tom signifies her desire
for wealth and social mobility. Her character is marked by vulnerability and longing, but
also by a tragic naivety and moral compromise.

Symbolism and Themes

Myrtle’s tragic fate underscores the novel’s critique of social stratification and the
American Dream’s illusion. She is the embodiment of aspiration gone awry, illustrating
how class barriers and moral corruption can lead to destruction.

Supporting Characters and Their Contributions

- George Wilson: Myrtle’s husband, a passive, desperate man representing the working
class. His tragic end symbolizes the destructive impact of social disparity. - Meyer
Wolfsheim: A shady character linked to Gatsby’s wealth, symbolizing the criminal
underbelly of the era and the corrupting influence of greed. - Owl Eyes: The eccentric
book lover who recognizes the superficiality of Gatsby’s wealth, symbolizing insight and
the theme of illusion versus reality.



Conclusion: The Interplay of Characters and Themes

The characters in The Great Gatsby are not merely individuals but embodiments of
broader societal themes and moral questions. Fitzgerald’s skill lies in creating
multidimensional figures whose interactions reveal the complexities and contradictions
of the American Dream. Gatsby’s relentless hope, Daisy’s allure, Tom’s arrogance, and
Nick’s moral introspection intertwine to craft a narrative that is both a critique and a
tragic meditation on ambition, love, and disillusionment. Each character acts as a mirror
reflecting the virtues and vices of 1920s America—a nation obsessed with wealth, status,
and superficial happiness, yet riddled with moral decay and existential longing. Through
their stories, Fitzgerald warns of the peril in chasing illusions and underscores the
importance of authenticity, moral integrity, and self-awareness. In sum, the characters
in The Great Gatsby are as rich and complex as the themes they embody, making the
novel an enduring masterpiece of American literature that continues to resonate with
readers seeking to understand the human condition amidst the pursuit of dreams.

Questions & Answers About characters in the great
gatsby

N
o

Question Answer

1 Who is Jay Gatsby and what
is his significance in The
Great Gatsby?

Jay Gatsby is the mysterious and wealthy
protagonist known for his lavish parties and
unrequited love for Daisy Buchanan. He symbolizes
the American Dream and the pursuit of happiness,
but also highlights themes of illusion and
disillusionment.

2 What role does Daisy
Buchanan play in the novel?

Daisy Buchanan is the object of Gatsby's love and
represents beauty, charm, and the elusive nature of
happiness. She embodies the American Dream's
allure but also its moral shortcomings, as she
ultimately chooses her social status over love.

3 How is Tom Buchanan
characterized in The Great
Gatsby?

Tom Buchanan is portrayed as wealthy, arrogant,
and domineering. He represents old-money
privilege and moral decay, often acting as an
antagonist who threatens Gatsby's aspirations and
exposes the corruption of the American upper
class.

4 What is the significance of
Nick Carraway's perspective
in the story?

Nick Carraway serves as the novel's narrator and
observer, providing a moral compass and outsider's
perspective. His insights help readers understand
the complexities of the characters and critique the
superficiality of the American Dream.
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5 How does Jordan Baker fit
into the story's themes and
character dynamics?

Jordan Baker is a professional golfer and
represents modernity, independence, and the moral
ambiguity of the Jazz Age. Her relationship with
Nick and her cynical outlook highlight themes of
disillusionment and the superficial nature of the
social elite.

Jay Gatsby, Daisy Buchanan, Nick Carraway, Tom Buchanan, Jordan Baker, Myrtle
Wilson, George Wilson, Daisy's lover, Roaring Twenties, Fitzgerald characters
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