What Caused The Great Depression Dbq
Questions

Understanding the Causes of the Great Depression: Analyzing the
What Caused the Great Depression DBQ Questions

The question what caused the Great Depression DBQ questions often appears in history classes,
exams, and academic discussions focused on this pivotal period in American and world history. A
Document-Based Question (DBQ) requires students to analyze primary sources, interpret historical data,
and craft well-supported essays that answer specific prompts. When it comes to the Great Depression,
understanding what triggered this catastrophic economic downturn is essential for answering these
questions thoroughly and insightfully. This article explores the main causes of the Great Depression, the
types of DBQ questions that examine these causes, and how students can approach them effectively.

Overview of the Great Depression

The Great Depression was a severe worldwide economic downturn that lasted from 1929 to the late
1930s. It was marked by massive unemployment, widespread poverty, failing banks, collapsing
industries, and a significant decline in global trade. Although it originated in the United States, its ripple
effects affected economies around the world, leading to a decade of hardship. Understanding the causes
behind this crisis involves examining multiple factors—economic, political, and societal—that converged
to create a perfect storm. When tackling DBQ questions about this topic, students need to identify these
causes, analyze primary sources, and develop a nuanced argument.

Key Causes of the Great Depression

The causes of the Great Depression are complex and multifaceted. Historians and economists have
identified several critical factors that contributed to the economic collapse. These include the stock
market crash of 1929, banking failures, overproduction, economic policies, and international issues.

The Stock Market Crash of 1929

Often considered the catalyst for the Great Depression, the stock market crash that occurred in October
1929 signaled a sudden loss of confidence among investors. Leading up to the crash, stock prices had
been inflated due to speculation, buying on margin, and rampant optimism. When confidence faltered, a
rapid sell-off ensued, causing prices to plummet. Key points about the crash: - Stock prices had been
artificially inflated during the 1920s. - Investors bought stocks on margin, borrowing money to invest. -
The crash led to a loss of wealth and shaken consumer confidence. - It triggered a chain reaction that
affected banks and businesses.
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Banking Failures and Financial Collapse

The banking system in the late 1920s was fragile. Many banks had invested depositors’ funds into the
stock market or loans to failing businesses. When the stock market crashed, banks faced huge losses,
leading to widespread bank failures. Consequences of banking failures: - Savings of millions of
Americans were wiped out. - Bank runs became common, as depositors rushed to withdraw their funds. -
The lack of a central banking authority (before the Federal Reserve’s more active role) worsened the
crisis.

Overproduction and Underconsumption

During the 1920s, industries expanded rapidly, producing more goods than consumers could buy. This
overproduction created excess inventory, leading to falling prices and profits. Impact on the economy: -
Businesses cut back on production and laid off workers. - Consumer spending declined further, creating
a vicious cycle. - Agricultural overproduction led to falling crop prices, hurting farmers.

High Tariffs and International Economic Issues

Protectionist policies, such as the Smoot-Hawley Tariff Act of 1930, raised tariffs on imported goods.
While intended to protect American industries, these tariffs backfired by reducing international trade and
provoking retaliatory measures. Effects on the global economy: - Declined exports and imports
worldwide. - Increased economic isolationism. - Deepened the global depression.

Monetary Policy Mistakes

The Federal Reserve's policies during the late 1920s and early 1930s contributed to the worsening of the
depression. Key mistakes include: - Raising interest rates to curb stock market speculation. - Failing to
provide adequate liquidity to banks. - Allowing the money supply to contract, which worsened deflation.

International Debt and Reparations

Post-World War | reparations and debts strained European economies, which relied on American loans
and investments. The collapse of the U.S. economy reduced the flow of capital to Europe, exacerbating
economic instability worldwide.

Types of What Caused the Great Depression DBQ Questions

DBQ questions about the Great Depression typically focus on asking students to analyze primary
sources—such as newspaper articles, government reports, photographs, or speeches—and synthesize
these with their understanding of historical causes. Common prompts include: - Identify and explain the
primary causes of the Great Depression based on the provided documents. - Assess the relative
importance of different factors that contributed to the onset of the Great Depression. - Evaluate the
impact of government policies on the economic downturn using the sources provided. - Analyze how
international events contributed to the American economic crisis. These questions require students to



develop a thesis, cite specific evidence from the sources, and articulate a coherent argument.

Approaching DBQ Questions About the Causes of the Great
Depression

To effectively answer DBQ questions on this topic, students should follow a structured approach:

1. Carefully Analyze the Documents

- Read each source thoroughly. - Note the author, date, and perspective. - Identify key points that relate
to the causes of the depression. - Look for evidence that supports or contradicts common causes.

2. Develop a Clear Thesis Statement

- Formulate a concise statement that answers the prompt. - For example: "The Great Depression was
primarily caused by the stock market crash, banking failures, and international economic instability."
3. Use Evidence to Support Your Argument

- Cite specific documents to back up each point. - Incorporate outside knowledge when appropriate. -
Balance multiple causes if the question asks for an assessment.

4. Address Different Perspectives

- Recognize that sources may present causes from various viewpoints. - Consider economic, political,
and social factors.

5. Write a Well-Organized Essay

- Introduction with thesis. - Body paragraphs that analyze each cause with evidence. - Conclusion that
summarizes your findings.

Additional Tips for Success with DBQ Questions

- Manage your time efficiently. - Stay focused on the question's requirements. - Incorporate both primary
sources and your knowledge. - Proofread your essay for clarity and coherence.

Conclusion: Understanding the Causes to Answer the What
Caused the Great Depression DBQ Questions

The Great Depression was a multifaceted crisis brought about by a combination of factors, including the
stock market crash, banking failures, overproduction, protectionist policies, and international economic
issues. When tackling DBQ questions about its causes, it's important to analyze primary sources
critically, develop a clear thesis, and support your argument with specific evidence. By understanding
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these causes and practicing structured essay-writing strategies, students can confidently approach and
excel at answering DBQ questions related to the Great Depression. This not only enhances their
historical knowledge but also sharpens their skills in analyzing complex events and communicating their
understanding effectively.

Causes of the Great Depression DBQ Questions: An Expert Analysis Understanding the complex origins
of the Great Depression is essential for historians, students, and anyone interested in economic history.
The Document-Based Question (DBQ) format, often used in AP History exams, challenges learners to
analyze primary sources and synthesize information to explain the multifaceted causes behind this
catastrophic economic downturn. As an expert examining these questions, | will provide an in-depth
review of what prompts such questions and how they help dissect the causes of the Great Depression.

What Are DBQ Questions? A Brief Overview

Before delving into the specific causes of the Great Depression, it’s crucial to understand what DBQ
questions entail. A Document-Based Question requires test-takers to analyze a series of historical
documents—such as speeches, newspaper articles, charts, and political cartoons—and craft a
comprehensive essay that synthesizes these sources with their knowledge. Key features of DBQ
questions include: - Source analysis: Interpreting primary documents for their context, purpose, and
perspective. - Thesis development: Formulating a clear argument based on evidence. - Supporting
evidence: Incorporating documents and outside knowledge effectively. - Historical reasoning: Explaining
cause-and-effect relationships and causality. For the Great Depression, DBQ questions often ask
students to identify the causes, analyze their relative importance, and consider how they interacted to
produce the economic crisis.

Why Are Specific Causes Emphasized in DBQ Questions?

The Great Depression was not caused by a single factor but by an intricate combination of economic,
social, political, and international factors. DBQ questions are designed to probe students’ understanding
of these causes in depth. They often focus on the following themes: - Economic vulnerabilities - Policy
decisions - International factors - Structural weaknesses By emphasizing these areas, the questions aim
to gauge students’ ability to analyze multiple perspectives and recognize the interconnectedness of
various causes.

Major Causes of the Great Depression Explored Through DBQ
Questions
In crafting DBQ questions, examiners typically focus on key causes that historians have identified as

central to the onset of the Great Depression. Here, | will explore these causes in detail, as they are
commonly featured in exam prompts.



1. The Stock Market Crash of 1929

The infamous crash on October 29, 1929, known as Black Tuesday, is often the focal point of DBQ
prompts. While it was not solely responsible for the Great Depression, it acted as a catalyst that exposed
underlying economic weaknesses. Why is it emphasized? - It symbolizes the sudden collapse of investor
confidence. - It precipitated widespread bank failures and economic panic. - It marked the end of the
1920s economic boom. Possible DBQ prompts may ask: - How did the stock market crash contribute to
the economic downturn? - To what extent was the crash a cause versus a symptom of deeper issues?
Analysis points: - The speculative bubble in the 1920s, driven by buying on margin. - The rapid decline of
stock prices eroding wealth. - The resulting bank failures due to investments in the stock market.

2. Overproduction and Underconsumption

A fundamental economic issue in the 1920s was the imbalance between production and consumption.
Why is this a key cause? - Factories and farms produced more goods than consumers could buy. -
Surplus goods led to falling prices, reduced profits, and layoffs. - This cycle decreased purchasing power
further, deepening the economic slump. DBQ questions may explore: - How did overproduction
contribute to economic instability? - What role did consumer purchasing patterns play? Analysis points: -
The rise of mass production techniques. - The disparity between income growth and consumer demand. -
The collapse of markets for agricultural and manufactured goods.

3. Banking Failures and Financial Instability

The banking system's fragility was a critical cause. Why is this emphasized? - Banks invested
depositors’ money in the stock market and risky loans. - Bank runs became common as depositors
withdrew funds fearing insolvency. - Failures led to a contraction of credit, worsening economic decline.
Possible DBQ prompts include: - How did banking practices exacerbate the Depression? - In what ways
did banking failures impact business and consumer confidence? Analysis points: - Lack of federal
deposit insurance. - The wave of bank closures in the early 1930s. - The depletion of savings and credit
availability.

4. Decline in International Trade and Global Economic Interdependence

The interconnectedness of the global economy played a significant role. Why is this a focus? - Tariffs,
such as the Smoot-Hawley Tariff Act, protected domestic industries but reduced international trade. -
European economies struggled to recover from WWI debts, reducing demand for American exports. -
The global contraction compounded domestic economic issues. DBQ questions may ask: - How did
international economic policies contribute to the depression? - To what extent did global
interconnectedness deepen the crisis? Analysis points: - The rise of protectionism and tariffs. - The gold
standard limiting monetary flexibility. - Reduced international capital flows.
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5. Policy Failures and Government Inaction

Government policies, or lack thereof, significantly influenced the severity of the Depression. Why is this
emphasized? - The Federal Reserve failed to act as a lender of last resort. - Protective tariffs worsened
international trade decline. - Initial policies aimed at balancing budgets contracted the economy further.
Potential DBQ prompts: - How did government responses influence the course of the Depression? - Were
policy mistakes a cause or an effect of economic decline? Analysis points: - The Federal Reserve’s tight
monetary policy. - Hoover’s policies, such as the Hawley-Smoot Tariff. - The delayed implementation of
relief programs.

Interpreting the Causes: A Multifaceted Approach

DBQ questions often challenge students to see causes not as isolated events but as interconnected
factors forming a web of economic vulnerabilities. For example, the stock market crash was a trigger, but
underlying weaknesses like overproduction, banking fragility, and international interdependence set the
stage for a deeper crisis. Common themes in DBQ prompts include: - The role of speculative behavior
and irrational investment. - Structural weaknesses in agriculture and industry. - Policy decisions that
either mitigated or exacerbated the downturn. - International economic conditions and policies.

How to Approach DBQ Questions on the Causes of the Great
Depression

Strategic Advice for Students: - Analyze all provided documents carefully to identify different causes and
perspectives. - Develop a clear thesis that addresses multiple causes and their interplay. - Use outside
knowledge to supplement document analysis, such as understanding the broader historical context. -
Organize your essay logically, perhaps by cause or by the sequence of events. - Support each point with
specific evidence from documents and your knowledge. Sample outline: 1. Introduction: Brief overview of
the Great Depression and its significance. 2. Thesis statement: A nuanced argument about the causes. 3.
Body Paragraphs: - The stock market crash and speculative bubble. - Structural weaknesses like
overproduction and underconsumption. - Banking failures and financial instability. - International
economic issues and policies. - Government policy responses. 4. Conclusion: Synthesis emphasizing the
interconnected nature of causes.

Conclusion: The Complexity Behind the Causes

The causes of the Great Depression are multifaceted, involving a combination of economic
vulnerabilities, policy missteps, and international dynamics. DBQ questions are designed to test students’
ability to analyze these causes critically, understand their interrelations, and articulate a comprehensive
explanation. Recognizing the depth and complexity of factors such as stock market speculation,
structural economic weaknesses, banking fragility, and international interdependence is essential for
mastering these questions and gaining a nuanced understanding of this pivotal moment in history. By
approaching DBQ prompts with a strategic, analytical mindset, students can effectively demonstrate their



understanding of how a series of interconnected causes culminated in one of the most devastating

economic crises of the 20th century.

Questions & Answers About what caused the great depression
dbq questions

weaknesses in the economy that
caused or worsened the Great
Depression?

No Question Answer

1 What were the main economic Key factors included stock market speculation, widespread
factors that contributed to the bank failures, overproduction in industries and agriculture,
onset of the Great Depression? and a decline in consumer spending, all of which created an

economic downturn.

2 | How did the stock market crash of | The crash eroded investor confidence, wiped out personal
1929 influence the causes of the savings, and led to a sharp decline in stock prices, triggering
Great Depression? a chain reaction of bank failures and reduced spending that

contributed to the economic collapse.

3 | In what ways did government Lack of regulation in banking and the stock market, high
policies and economic practices tariffs like the Smoot-Hawley Tariff, and contractionary
contribute to the Great monetary policies worsened the economic decline by limiting
Depression? international trade and credit availability.

4 | What role did international European countries faced economic instability post-World
economic conditions play in War |, leading to reduced demand for American exports,
causing the Great Depression? which exacerbated the downturn in the U.S. economy and

contributed to the global depression.

5 | How did overproduction and Industries and farms produced more goods than consumers
underconsumption lead to the could buy, leading to surplus inventory, falling prices, and
Great Depression? layoffs, which reduced income and further decreased

demand, deepening the economic downturn.

6 | What were some of the structural | Weak banking systems, unequal wealth distribution, reliance

on a few key industries, and lack of social safety nets made
the economy vulnerable and amplified the impact of the
downturn.

Great Depression, causes of Great Depression, economic downturn, stock market crash, dust bowl,

banking failures, unemployment rates, economic collapse, 1930s economic history, New Deal policies
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