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Till We Have Faces
till we have faces is a phrase that resonates deeply with readers exploring themes of perception, inner truth,
faith, and the transformative power of understanding others. Derived from C.S. Lewis’s profound novel Till We
Have Faces, this expression encapsulates the journey toward empathy, self-awareness, and spiritual
enlightenment. In this comprehensive article, we will delve into the rich themes of Lewis’s work, analyze its
literary significance, explore its philosophical implications, and examine its relevance to contemporary life.
Whether you are a literary enthusiast, a philosophy student, or someone seeking personal growth, this article aims
to illuminate the enduring power of Till We Have Faces and its message that true understanding often requires us
to look beyond surface appearances to the deeper, often hidden, truths within others and ourselves.

Introduction to C.S. Lewis’s Till We Have Faces

Background and Context
C.S. Lewis, renowned for his works on Christian apologetics and fantasy literature, authored Till We Have Faces
in 1956. Unlike his more famous works such as The Chronicles of Narnia, this novel is a retelling of the myth of
Cupid and Psyche, reimagined from the perspective of Psyche’s sister, Orual. The novel is semi-autobiographical
and deeply philosophical, exploring themes of love, jealousy, faith, and the nature of divine justice. Set in a
fictional ancient kingdom, the story follows Orual’s journey from bitterness and misunderstanding to spiritual
clarity and acceptance. Lewis’s narrative challenges readers to reconsider their perceptions of gods, beauty, and
truth, emphasizing that often, what we see on the surface is insufficient to grasp the reality beneath.

The Central Theme: Seeing Beyond Appearances
At its core, Till We Have Faces advocates for the importance of perceiving the true face of things—beyond
superficial appearances. Lewis suggests that human beings are often blinded by their biases, emotions, and
societal influences, which hinder genuine understanding and love. The phrase "till we have faces" symbolizes the
idea that true comprehension and compassion can only be achieved when we look beyond external façades and
confront the deeper realities—be it in others or within ourselves.

Key Themes in Till We Have Faces

1. The Nature of Love and Jealousy
Lewis explores complex emotions such as love, possessiveness, and jealousy through Orual’s relationships. Her
initial obsession with her sister Psyche reveals how love can be distorted into selfishness and envy. Key points: -
Love in its purest form seeks understanding and selflessness. - Jealousy blinds individuals to the true worth of
others. - The journey toward genuine love involves humility and acceptance.

2. Perception versus Reality
The novel underscores the disparity between appearances and truth. Characters often interpret events based on
their limited perspectives, leading to misunderstandings. Key points: - Human perception is inherently limited and



subjective. - True understanding requires looking beyond surface impressions. - Divine insight offers a clearer
view of reality.

3. Faith and Divine Justice
Orual’s struggle with her faith and her perceptions of the gods is central to the novel. Her initial anger and doubt
evolve into acceptance and trust. Key points: - Faith often involves trusting in unseen truths. - Divine justice may
not align with human notions of fairness. - Personal suffering can lead to spiritual growth.

4. Self-Discovery and Transformation
Orual’s journey is one of inner growth, moving from bitterness to enlightenment. Key points: - Self-awareness is
crucial for understanding others. - Confronting one’s flaws is necessary for true maturity. - Transformation often
involves painful realizations.

Literary Significance of Till We Have Faces

Unique Narrative Perspective
One of the novel’s distinguishing features is its first-person narration by Orual, allowing readers to experience her
internal conflicts and evolving perceptions intimately. This perspective emphasizes the theme that understanding
others requires empathy and a willingness to see through their eyes.

Integration of Myth and Philosophy
Lewis masterfully weaves the myth of Cupid and Psyche into a philosophical exploration of human nature and
divine mystery. The myth serves as a metaphor for the soul’s journey toward truth and union with the divine.

Symbolism and Allegory
The novel employs rich symbolism: - Faces: Represent perception, truth, and identity. - The Psyche’s temple:
Symbolizes the human soul and its mysteries. - The goddess and gods: Embody divine truths that are often
misunderstood.

Philosophical and Spiritual Implications

Understanding the Inner Face
The phrase "till we have faces" suggests that true understanding involves perceiving the inner face—the essence
of a person or situation—rather than superficial appearances. Implications: - Cultivating empathy to see beyond
external differences. - Recognizing the divine in others and ourselves. - Embracing truth over illusion.

The Role of Suffering in Gaining Clarity
Lewis posits that suffering, though painful, is often necessary for spiritual awakening. Orual’s suffering leads her
to a deeper understanding of divine love and justice. Key ideas: - Suffering can peel away false perceptions. -
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Wisdom often follows pain. - Faith involves trust amid uncertainty.

Applying the Message in Contemporary Life
In today’s fast-paced, image-driven society, the lessons from Till We Have Faces are profoundly relevant. Practical
applications include: - Developing empathy in personal and professional relationships. - Looking beyond
superficial judgments to understand others’ true motives. - Recognizing the importance of inner spiritual growth
amidst external distractions. - Cultivating patience and humility in the face of life’s challenges.

Relevance of Till We Have Faces Today

Understanding Others in a Digital Age
The proliferation of social media has amplified surface-level interactions, often leading to misjudgments and
superficial judgments. Lewis’s emphasis on seeing beyond appearances encourages us to foster genuine
understanding and compassion.

Promoting Self-Reflection and Inner Growth
The novel’s focus on self-awareness is especially pertinent today, urging individuals to confront their biases and
seek truth within themselves.

Encouraging Faith and Hope
In uncertain times, the themes of divine justice and trust resonate deeply, reminding us to have faith even when
the external world appears unjust or confusing.

Conclusion: The Enduring Power of Till We Have Faces
C.S. Lewis’s Till We Have Faces is more than a retelling of an ancient myth; it is a profound meditation on
perception, love, faith, and the quest for truth. The phrase "till we have faces" encapsulates the human journey
toward authentic understanding—both of others and ourselves. Its enduring relevance lies in its call to look
beyond superficial appearances and seek the inner truth that lies beneath. As we navigate the complexities of
modern life, embracing the lessons from Lewis’s masterpiece can lead to deeper empathy, richer relationships,
and a more meaningful spiritual life. By internalizing the message that true faces—our inner truths—are what
truly matter, we open ourselves to a world of genuine connection and understanding. Whether in personal
relationships, community, or spiritual pursuits, Till We Have Faces invites us to undertake the ongoing journey of
seeing with clarity, compassion, and faith.

Till We Have Faces: An In-Depth Literary Exploration

Introduction to "Till We Have Faces"
C.S. Lewis’s "Till We Have Faces" stands as a masterful reimagining of the myth of Cupid and Psyche, layered
with rich symbolism, profound philosophical insights, and intricate character development. Published in 1956, this
novel is often regarded as Lewis’s most mature and personal work, blending elements of fantasy, myth, and
theology to explore themes of love, faith, identity, and the nature of truth. This novel diverges from Lewis's typical



Christian allegory, instead presenting a nuanced psychological and spiritual journey set within the fictional
kingdom of Glome. It’s narrated by Orual, a princess and the story’s primary voice, whose reflections and internal
conflicts underpin the novel's depth. "Till We Have Faces" is not merely a retelling of a myth but a meditation on
perception versus reality, human fallibility, and the elusive nature of divine love.

Plot Overview and Narrative Structure

The Core Narrative
The story is framed as Orual’s autobiography, a recounting of her life, her love for her sister Psyche, and her
subsequent spiritual awakening. The narrative unfolds in two major parts: - Part One: Orual’s account of her
childhood, her relationship with Psyche, and her feelings of jealousy and love intertwined. - Part Two: Orual’s
confrontation with her own sins, her quest for understanding divine love, and her eventual acceptance of the
divine and mortal realities. The novel’s plot is deeply rooted in the myth of Psyche, but Lewis reinterprets it from
Orual’s perspective, emphasizing subjective perception and internal conflict.

Key Plot Points
- Orual’s childhood and her bond with Psyche, marked by love, jealousy, and misunderstanding. - Psyche’s
marriage to the mysterious "God of the Mountain," which Orual perceives as betrayal. - Orual’s pilgrimage to the
mountain to confront the divine, leading to revelations about herself and the gods. - The eventual realization that
her perceptions were flawed, and that divine love is often veiled in mystery.

Thematic Depths of "Till We Have Faces"

Love and Human Relationships
Lewis explores various facets of love—romantic, familial, and divine—and how human perception can distort or
elevate these bonds. - Familial Love: Orual’s obsessive love for Psyche, which initially manifests as possessiveness
and jealousy. - Romantic Love: Psyche’s love for the divine figure, which is characterized by trust and surrender. -
Divine Love: The novel ultimately reveals divine love as mysterious, self-sacrificial, and often incomprehensible to
mortals.

Perception vs. Reality
A central motif is the difference between how we perceive events and their true nature. Orual’s subjective view
clouds her understanding, leading to suffering and misunderstanding. - The novel demonstrates that human
perception is limited and often biased. - True understanding requires humility and openness to divine mystery. -
Lewis suggests that truth is often veiled, and faith involves trusting beyond what is immediately visible.

Faith and Doubt
Lewis, a renowned Christian apologist, weaves themes of faith, doubt, and divine justice throughout the narrative.
- Orual’s initial rejection of the gods reflects her doubts and bitterness. - Her eventual acceptance signifies a
mature faith rooted in love and humility. - The novel advocates that faith involves trust in the unseen and
acceptance of divine silence.
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The Nature of Divinity
Lewis challenges conventional notions of gods and divine justice, portraying the divine as loving yet inscrutable. -
The "God of the Mountain" is both cruel and compassionate, embodying divine paradoxes. - The novel suggests
that divine love often requires sacrifice and surrender from humans.

Character Analysis

Orual: The Protagonist and Narrator
Orual’s character arc is central to the novel’s exploration of perception and self-awareness. - Initial Traits: Jealous,
possessive, and resentful towards Psyche and the gods. - Development: Through her suffering and reflection, she
confronts her flaws. - Final State: She gains humility, understanding, and a recognition of divine love’s complexity.
Orual’s narrative voice is compelling—intimate, honest, and sometimes painfully self-critical—allowing readers to
journey through her internal struggles.

Psyche: The Beloved Sister
Psyche is portrayed as beautiful, innocent, and trusting. Her faith in the divine leads her through trials that
ultimately deepen her love. - Her unwavering trust contrasts with Orual’s suspicion. - Psyche’s character
exemplifies surrender and faithfulness, serving as a foil to Orual’s skepticism.

The Gods and Divine Figures
Lewis’s divine characters are nuanced, embodying both love and inscrutability. The "God of the Mountain" and the
hidden goddess symbolize divine mystery and sacrifice.

Literary Style and Symbolism

Narrative Voice and Tone
Lewis’s prose is elegant, contemplative, and nuanced. The first-person narration allows an intimate exploration of
Orual’s mind, fostering empathy and understanding. - The tone oscillates between bitterness, longing, humility,
and eventual peace. - The reflective style invites readers to ponder profound spiritual truths.

Symbolism and Allegory
The novel is rich with symbolic elements: - The Mountain: Represents divine mystery and the divine "other." -
Psyche’s Beauty: Symbolizes the soul’s purity and trust. - The Mask: Reflects how humans hide their true selves
and how perception can be deceiving. - The Glass: Orual’s tears and visions often appear through glass,
symbolizing clarity and distortion.

Myth Reinterpretation
Lewis reworks the myth of Psyche, emphasizing internal psychological and spiritual journeys over external events.
The myth becomes a metaphor for human longing, misunderstanding, and eventual enlightenment.



Philosophical and Theological Underpinnings

Christian Themes
While not overtly allegorical, the novel incorporates Lewis’s Christian worldview: - The idea of sacrificial love
mirrors Christ’s love. - The journey from bitterness to humility echoes spiritual salvation. - The divine’s silence
reflects the mystery of God's will.

Existential and Psychological Insights
The novel delves into human psychology: - The exploration of pride, jealousy, and repentance. - The recognition
that human perceptions are fallible. - The importance of humility and surrender in understanding oneself and God.

Critical Reception and Legacy
"Till We Have Faces" has been lauded for its depth, poetic prose, and philosophical richness. Critics often
highlight its departure from traditional Lewis works, viewing it as a mature exploration of faith and human nature.
Some see it as Lewis’s most personal work, revealing his own struggles with faith, love, and understanding. Its
legacy endures in the realm of spiritual fiction and philosophical literature. The novel challenges readers to
examine their perceptions of love, truth, and divine justice, urging humility and trust in the face of divine mystery.

Conclusion: Why Read "Till We Have Faces"
"Till We Have Faces" is a profound literary work that transcends simple storytelling. It invites readers into a
journey of self-discovery, faith, and understanding of divine love. Its layered symbolism, complex characters, and
philosophical depth make it a timeless classic that rewards careful reading and reflection. Lewis’s masterful
blending of myth, theology, and psychology ensures that the novel remains relevant for those seeking spiritual
insight, psychological understanding, or simply a compelling story told with elegance and depth. Whether
approached as a myth retelling, a spiritual allegory, or a psychological novel, "Till We Have Faces" challenges and
enriches its readers, making it a must-read for lovers of literary and philosophical exploration.

Questions & Answers About till we have faces

No Question Answer

1 What is the central theme of 'Till We
Have Faces' by C.S. Lewis?

The novel explores themes of love, faith, perception, and the
nature of divine justice through the retelling of a myth from the
perspective of a woman named Orual.

2 How does 'Till We Have Faces'
reinterpret classical mythology?

Lewis offers a unique perspective by portraying the myth of
Psyche and Cupid from a human, flawed point of view,
emphasizing internal struggles and the complexity of divine-
human relationships.

3 What role does the concept of 'faces'
play in the novel?

The 'faces' symbolize perception, identity, and the masks people
wear—both literal and metaphorical—highlighting the importance
of understanding true inner selves and divine truths.
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4 Is 'Till We Have Faces' considered a
Christian allegory?

Yes, the novel contains Christian allegorical elements, exploring
themes of grace, sacrifice, and the quest for divine understanding,
though it is also deeply rooted in myth and psychology.

5 How has 'Till We Have Faces' been
received by contemporary readers
and critics?

Many appreciate it for its profound psychological insights and
poetic writing, considering it one of Lewis's most mature works,
though some find its allegorical style challenging.

6 What makes 'Till We Have Faces'
relevant to modern readers?

Its exploration of human perception, love, and faith resonates with
contemporary themes of understanding oneself and others,
making it a timeless reflection on the human condition.

Mythology, C.S. Lewis, allegory, Greek gods, faith, love, sacrifice, divine revelation, inner conflict, spiritual
journey
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