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Julius Evola Revolt Against The Modern World Julius Evola, a towering and controversial
figure in 20th-century philosophical and spiritual thought, is renowned for his profound critique
of modernity. His seminal work, Revolt Against the Modern World, stands as a comprehensive
manifesto opposing the cultural, social, and spiritual transformations brought about by modern
civilization. Evola's ideas challenge contemporary perspectives, urging a return to traditional
values, spiritual transcendence, and hierarchical social structures. This article explores the core
themes of Evola's revolt against the modern world, examining his critique of modernity, his
philosophical influences, and the enduring relevance of his ideas.

Understanding Julius Evola and His Context

Who Was Julius Evola?

Julius Evola (1898-1974) was an ltalian philosopher, esotericist, and political thinker. His work
spans a broad spectrum of topics, including metaphysics, spirituality, politics, and cultural
criticism. Evola's worldview was deeply rooted in traditionalist and esoteric thought, drawing
influences from Hinduism, Buddhism, Taoism, and Western mystical traditions. His writings
reflect a desire to preserve and revive what he considered timeless spiritual truths, which he
believed were under threat from the forces of modernity.

The Historical and Cultural Context

Evola’s ideas emerged during a tumultuous period marked by rapid modernization,
technological advancement, and the decline of traditional social hierarchies. The aftermath of
World War |, the rise of liberal democracy, socialism, and capitalism, alongside the advent of
mass media and consumer culture, fostered a sense of alienation and disconnection from
spiritual roots among many intellectuals. Evola responded to these changes by advocating a
radical critique of the modern world, emphasizing the importance of spiritual awakening and
hierarchical order.

The Core Themes of "Revolt Against the Modern World"

The Critique of Modernity

At the heart of Evola’s philosophy is a vehement opposition to modernity’s fundamental
principles. He perceives modern civilization as a decline from a once spiritually rooted,
hierarchical, and transcendent worldview. Key aspects of Evola’s critique include: - Loss of
Spiritual Values: Modernity, according to Evola, has relegated spiritual principles to the margins,
replacing them with materialism and secularism. - Erosion of Hierarchical Structures: He
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laments the flattening of social hierarchies, which he believes have led to a decline in nobility,
discipline, and spiritual authority. - Democratization and Egalitarianism: Evola criticizes the
spread of democratic ideals that promote equality at the expense of excellence and hierarchy. -
Technological and Cultural Materialism: He sees technological progress as superficial and
dehumanizing, fostering a culture obsessed with consumption and instant gratification.

The Traditionalist Perspective

Evola’s philosophy is rooted in traditionalism, which advocates for a spiritual and hierarchical
view of society rooted in eternal principles. He draws heavily from the idea that civilizations
pass through cycles, and that modern Western civilization is in a phase of decline. Main points
of traditionalism in Evola’s thought: - Primordial Sacred Order: A belief in a transcendent, divine
order that structures reality and society. - Spiritual Elite: The idea that a spiritual aristocracy
should guide society, as opposed to mass democracy. - Revival of Ancient Wisdom: Emphasis on
reconnecting with the spiritual truths of ancient civilizations, such as Hindu Vedic tradition,
Hermeticism, and other esoteric teachings.

The Concept of the “Revolt”

Evola’s “revolt” is not merely a rejection but an active effort to restore a higher spiritual and
social order. It entails awakening individual consciousness and fostering a resurgence of
traditional values. Key aspects of this revolt include: - Inner Transformation: Personal spiritual
development as the foundation of societal change. - Withdrawal from Modern Institutions:
Critique of modern political and cultural institutions seen as corrupt or disconnected from higher
principles. - Active Engagement: While emphasizing inner transcendence, Evola also advocates
for a proactive stance against modern decadence.

Philosophical Influences and Key Concepts

Eastern Mysticism and Esoteric Traditions

Evola was heavily influenced by Eastern philosophies, especially Hinduism and Buddhism. He
believed that the spiritual truths embedded in these traditions offered a path to transcend
modern superficiality. Important concepts include: - Kshatriya Spirit: A reference to the warrior
class in Hindu tradition, symbolizing strength, discipline, and spiritual nobility. - Yoga and
Meditation: Practices aimed at awakening higher consciousness. - The Doctrine of Cycles: The
idea that civilizations rise and fall in cyclical patterns, with spiritual decline marking the current
phase.

Western Esotericism and Mysticism

Evola also drew from Western mystical traditions, including Hermeticism, alchemy, and Gnostic
thought, emphasizing the importance of inner alchemy and spiritual awakening.



Hierarchy and Transcendence

A central concept in Evola’s thought is the idea of hierarchical order: - Spiritual Hierarchy: The
belief that spiritual realization involves ascending through levels of consciousness. - Social
Hierarchy: The notion that society should be organized in a hierarchical manner reflecting
natural and spiritual principles.

The Modern World Versus Traditional Values

Modernity’s Manifestations According to Evola

Evola identified several aspects of modern civilization that he believed were inherently
destructive: - Materialism: An obsession with material wealth and possessions. - Secularism: The
rejection of spiritual and religious authority. - Individualism: Excessive emphasis on personal
freedom at the expense of social and spiritual responsibilities. - Mass Culture: The rise of
popular culture aimed at the lowest common denominator, eroding higher aesthetic and
spiritual values.

The Traditionalist Response

In contrast, Evola advocates for: - Spiritual Elite: A small, enlightened minority dedicated to
spiritual realization. - Cultural Revival: Reviving ancient traditions, rituals, and metaphysical
insights. - Discipline and Asceticism: Cultivating inner strength through austerity and discipline.
- Hierarchical Society: Restoring social hierarchies based on spiritual qualities rather than
egalitarian ideals.

Legacy and Contemporary Relevance

Influence on Right-Wing and Esoteric Movements

Evola’s ideas have influenced various political and spiritual movements, particularly those
associated with traditionalism, fascism, and esotericism. While controversial, his critique of
modernity continues to resonate with those dissatisfied with contemporary cultural trends.

Relevance in the 21st Century

In today’s world, characterized by rapid technological change, globalization, and cultural
upheaval, Evola’s call for spiritual awakening and rejection of superficial values remains
pertinent. His emphasis on inner development and hierarchical order appeals to those seeking a
counterbalance to modern chaos.

Criticisms of Evola

Despite his influence, Evola’s work has faced criticism for: - Associations with Fascism: His
ideological connections have tainted his reputation. - Elitism: His emphasis on spiritual
aristocracy and hierarchy is seen as exclusionary. - Controversial Views: Some interpret his
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ideas as endorsing authoritarian or reactionary policies.

Conclusion: The Enduring Challenge to Modernity

Julius Evola’s Revolt Against the Modern World remains a provocative and complex critique of
contemporary civilization. His call to transcend materialism, embrace spiritual hierarchies, and
reconnect with timeless truths challenges readers to reflect on the direction of modern society.
Whether one agrees or disagrees with his conclusions, Evola’s work invites a profound
reconsideration of values, urging a return to a higher, more authentic spiritual existence amid
the chaos of modern life. In summary: - Evola’s philosophy advocates for a spiritual revolution
rooted in traditional hierarchies. - His critique of modernity focuses on materialism, secularism,
and cultural decay. - The Revolt Against the Modern World is both a philosophical and practical
call for inner awakening and societal renewal. - Its influence persists across various fields,
inspiring those seeking alternatives to modern secular civilization. By understanding Evola’s
critique, contemporary thinkers can engage with questions about the soul of modernity and the
possibility of restoring higher spiritual principles in a rapidly changing world.

Julius Evola Revolt Against the Modern World: An In-Depth Analysis Julius Evola’s Revolt Against
the Modern World stands as one of the most provocative and influential works in the realm of
traditionalist philosophy and countercultural thought. Published in 1934, this dense and
challenging text articulates Evola’s critique of modernity, emphasizing the decline of spiritual
and hierarchical values that he believed had been eroded by the forces of modernization,
secularism, and egalitarianism. Evola’s perspectives continue to resonate with a wide array of
thinkers, both admirers and critics, shaping debates around tradition, spirituality, and societal
renewal.

Overview of Julius Evola’s Philosophy

Julius Evola (1898-1974) was an Italian philosopher, esotericist, and political thinker whose
ideas synthesize traditionalism, mysticism, and a critique of modern civilization. His worldview
is rooted in the belief that the modern world has lost its spiritual core and that true human
development requires a return to transcendental values. Revolt Against the Modern World
encapsulates this philosophy, advocating for a hierarchical, spiritual society modeled on ancient
traditions. Key Features of Evola’s Philosophy: - Emphasis on spiritual hierarchy over material
progress. - Rejection of egalitarianism and liberal democracy. - Advocacy for the preservation of
traditional social orders. - Integration of esoteric and mystical teachings from various ancient
civilizations. - Belief that modernity is a decadence that must be overturned or transcended.

Historical and Philosophical Context

Evola’s work must be understood against the backdrop of early 20th-century upheavals: the
trauma of World War |, the rise of fascism and communism, and widespread disillusionment with
liberal democracies. Unlike many contemporaries, Evola rejected the materialism and
rationalism that characterized modern Western society, instead seeking a perennial philosophy
rooted in spiritual realization. Historical Influences: - Traditionalist School: Evola aligned with



thinkers like René Guénon and Ananda Coomaraswamy, emphasizing the importance of
timeless spiritual truths. - Esoteric and Mystical Traditions: His knowledge spans Hinduism,
Buddhism, Taoism, and Western esotericism, which inform his critique of modern rationalism. -
Anti-modern Sentiment: Evola perceives modernity as a decline from a golden age of spiritual
harmony, a theme common in traditionalist thought. Philosophical Goals: - To critique the moral
and spiritual decadence of the modern world. - To advocate for a renewal based on hierarchies,
initiation, and transcendence. - To inspire a revolutionary spiritual movement that challenges
modern societal values.

Core Themes of Revolt Against the Modern World

Evola’s magnum opus is structured around a comprehensive critique of modern civilization. The
book explores themes such as the decline of tradition, the rise of egalitarianism, and the
spiritual degeneration of contemporary society.

The Decline of Tradition

Evola posits that history follows a cyclical pattern where periods of spiritual illumination are
succeeded by periods of decadence. He emphasizes that traditional societies were hierarchical
and rooted in spiritual principles, guiding human behavior and social organization. Features: -
Emphasis on the “perennial philosophy,” which underpins all authentic spiritual traditions. - The
idea that modern society has severed itself from these perennial truths. - The loss of sacred
authority and the rise of individualism and materialism.

The Critique of Modernity

Evola argues that modernity is characterized by: - Rationalism: Overemphasis on reason at the
expense of intuition and spiritual knowledge. - Secularism: Diminishing the role of divine or
spiritual authority in societal structures. - Egalitarianism: The flattening of social hierarchies,
which he sees as a dangerous leveling force that undermines natural order. - Technocratic
civilization: An obsession with technological progress that neglects spiritual development. Pros:
- Provides a metaphysical critique that challenges superficial materialistic narratives. -
Encourages reflection on the spiritual dimension of human life. Cons: - The critique can be seen
as dismissive or dismissive of political and social reforms aimed at equality. - May overlook the
complexities of modern societal development and the benefits of rational progress.

Hierarchy and the Spirit

Evola champions a social order based on spiritual hierarchy, where individuals are ranked
according to their spiritual realization and capacity for leadership. Features: - The concept of
“Renaissance man” who embodies spiritual nobility. - The importance of initiation and spiritual
discipline. - The rejection of democracy in favor of aristocratic or spiritual aristocracy. Pros: -
Calls for a recognition of higher values beyond material success. - Emphasizes personal
responsibility and spiritual discipline. Cons: - Potentially authoritarian implications in advocating
for hierarchical structures. - Risks of elitism and exclusion.
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Revolts and Resistance: Evola’s Call to Action

Evola’s Revolt is not merely philosophical but also a call for active resistance against the forces
of modern decadence. He advocates for a spiritual and cultural revolution rooted in traditional
values, which can manifest through individual awakening and societal renewal. Features: -
Emphasis on personal spiritual development as a form of resistance. - Encouragement of a
clandestine or esoteric movement that preserves traditional wisdom. - Rejection of materialist
and liberal values as corrupting influences. Pros: - Inspires a sense of purpose and spiritual
discipline. - Provides a framework for resisting societal decline from a spiritual perspective.
Cons: - The revolutionary tone may alienate mainstream audiences. - Some interpretations have
been linked to controversial political ideologies, which Evola’s work does not explicitly endorse
but has been associated with.

Criticisms and Controversies

Evola’s ideas have attracted significant criticism, particularly regarding their perceived elitism,
spiritual absolutism, and associations with certain political movements. Main Criticisms: -
Accusations of being spiritual fascism or endorsing hierarchical and authoritarian regimes. -
Rejection of democratic principles and egalitarianism as inherently oppressive. - Potential for
misuse or misinterpretation by extremist groups. Counterpoints: - Evola himself distanced from
political extremism, emphasizing spiritual transcendence over political action. - His critique is
rooted in metaphysical beliefs rather than concrete political prescriptions.

Relevance Today

Despite its age, Revolt Against the Modern World continues to influence contemporary thinkers
interested in spirituality, tradition, and critique of modern society. Its emphasis on transcending
materialism and rediscovering spiritual hierarchies appeals to those disillusioned with modern
nihilism. Pros for Modern Readers: - Offers a philosophical framework for understanding modern
alienation. - Encourages deep reflection on the nature of civilization and human purpose. Cons
for Modern Readers: - The esoteric language and complex references can be inaccessible. -
Some ideas may seem outdated or incompatible with democratic values.

Conclusion

Julius Evola’s Revolt Against the Modern World remains a landmark work that challenges
readers to reconsider the foundations of modern civilization. While its critigue of materialism,
egalitarianism, and rationalism resonates with those seeking spiritual renewal, its hierarchical
and elitist undertones invite controversy. Ultimately, Evola’s work is a call to rediscover lost
spiritual traditions and to forge a path beyond the decadence of modernity—an invitation both
inspiring and provocative, demanding careful reflection and discernment. Summary of Key
Features: - Profound critique of modern secular and materialist values. - Advocacy for spiritual
hierarchy and traditional social structures. - Emphasis on individual spiritual discipline and
initiation. - Instructive for those interested in metaphysics, esotericism, and cultural renewal.



Final Thoughts: Revolt Against the Modern World remains an essential, if contentious, text for
understanding the perennial critique of modernity and exploring the possibilities of spiritual
rebirth in contemporary society. Its enduring influence testifies to the persistent human desire
for transcendence amid the chaos of modern life.

Questions & Answers About julius evola revolt against

the modern world

N Question
o

Answer

1 What are the main themes of
Julius Evola's 'Revolt Against
the Modern World'?

Evola's 'Revolt Against the Modern World' explores
themes such as spiritual aristocracy, traditionalism, the
decline of spiritual values in modern society, and the
critique of modernity's materialism and egalitarianism,
advocating for a return to spiritual and hierarchical
principles.

2 How does Julius Evola's concept
of 'revolt' differ from traditional
revolutionary movements?

Evola's 'revolt' is a spiritual and metaphysical rejection
of modernity's values, emphasizing inner
transformation and adherence to timeless spiritual
principles, rather than political or social upheaval
typical of traditional revolutions.

3 | In what ways has 'Revolt
Against the Modern World'
influenced contemporary right-
wing and traditionalist thought?

The book has significantly influenced traditionalist and
right-wing intellectual circles by providing a
philosophical foundation for anti-modern and
hierarchical perspectives, inspiring movements that
seek to revive ancient spiritual and social orders.

4 | What criticisms has 'Revolt
Against the Modern World'
faced regarding its
philosophical stance?

Critics have accused the book of promoting elitism,
spiritual authoritarianism, and an exclusionary view of
society, as well as linking Evola's ideas to far-right
ideologies, which has led to controversy and rejection
in mainstream discourse.

5 | Why is Julius Evola's 'Revolt
Against the Modern World'
considered a pivotal work in
traditionalist philosophy?

Because it articulates a comprehensive critique of
modernity rooted in perennial philosophy, emphasizing
spiritual hierarchy and transcendence, and has
profoundly influenced the development of traditionalist
thought and anti-modern philosophies.

Julius Evola, Revolt Against the Modern World, Traditionalism, Esotericism, Metaphysics,
Spirituality, Counterculture, Anti-modernism, Hierarchy, Occultism
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