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They Called Us Enemy

they called us enemy is a powerful phrase that resonates deeply within the context of
racial discrimination, government policies, and the fight for justice. It encapsulates the
experience of countless individuals and communities who have faced unjust treatment
based solely on their ethnicity, nationality, or perceived allegiance. This phrase not only
reflects personal and collective trauma but also serves as a call to awareness, empathy, and
change. In this article, we explore the meaning behind "they called us enemy," its historical
and contemporary significance, and the ongoing efforts to address the injustices associated
with this label.

Understanding the Phrase "They Called Us Enemy"

Historical Context

The phrase "they called us enemy" is often associated with the internment and detention of
Japanese Americans during World War II. In 1942, following the attack on Pearl Harbor,
the U.S. government forcibly relocated approximately 120,000 Japanese Americans, two-
thirds of whom were U.S. citizens, to internment camps. The government justified these
actions by labeling Japanese Americans as potential threats, framing them as enemies
within. This historical event is a stark example of how fear, prejudice, and political motives
can lead to the unjust treatment of an entire community. The phrase captures the profound
sense of betrayal and alienation experienced by those who were labeled enemies solely
based on their ethnicity.

Modern Usage and Significance

Today, "they called us enemy" has transcended its historical roots to become a broader
symbol of systemic injustice faced by various marginalized groups. It is often used in
literature, speeches, and activism to highlight the ongoing struggles against discrimination,
xenophobia, and racial profiling. The phrase also emphasizes the importance of
remembering history to prevent future injustices. It reminds us that labeling a group as
enemies can lead to policies and actions that violate fundamental human rights.

The Impact of Being Called Enemy



Personal and Community Trauma

Being labeled as an enemy has profound psychological and social consequences: - Loss of
trust: Individuals may feel betrayed by their government or society. - Fear and anxiety:
Constant suspicion can lead to mental health issues. - Social alienation: Stigmatization can
isolate individuals from their communities. - Loss of rights: Internment, detention, or
discrimination often result in deprivation of basic freedoms.

Legal and Political Ramifications

Historically, the designation of certain groups as enemies has led to: - Legislative actions:
Such as the internment orders or anti-immigrant laws. - Policy implications: Increased
surveillance, profiling, or restrictions. - Erosion of civil liberties: When governments
prioritize security over individual rights.

Historical Examples of "Calling Us Enemy"

Japanese American Internment

As mentioned earlier, during World War II, Japanese Americans faced internment based on
government fears rather than evidence of wrongdoing. This is perhaps the most well-known
example of a government labeling a community as enemies, leading to a violation of
constitutional rights. Key facts: - Internment lasted from 1942 to 1945. - Executive Order
9066 authorized the relocation. - In 1988, the U.S. government formally apologized and
provided reparations.

Other Instances of Enemy Labeling

Throughout history, various groups have been labeled as enemies, including:

Muslim communities post-9/11, often targeted by profiling and surveillance.1.
Immigrants and refugees facing deportation and discrimination.2.
Political dissidents persecuted in authoritarian regimes.3.

These examples highlight a recurring pattern of marginalization driven by fear, prejudice,
or political agendas.

Contemporary Issues Related to "They Called Us Enemy"
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Xenophobia and Racial Profiling

In recent years, increased xenophobia has led to heightened suspicion and discrimination
against specific communities, especially during global crises such as the COVID-19
pandemic. Muslims, Asians, and immigrants often face unjust scrutiny, detention, or hate
crimes.

Government Policies and Immigration

Policies targeting immigrants and refugees often echo the sentiment of labeling groups as
enemies. Examples include: - Travel bans based on nationality. - Family separations at
borders. - Detention centers for undocumented migrants.

The Role of Media and Public Discourse

Media narratives can reinforce the perception of certain groups as threats, fueling fear and
prejudice. Activists and community leaders strive to counteract these narratives by sharing
stories of resilience and advocating for justice.

Voices of Resistance and Healing

Personal Narratives and Literature

Many individuals and authors have used storytelling to shed light on their experiences of
being called enemies: - "They Called Us Enemy" by George Takei: A graphic memoir
recounting his internment experience. - Other memoirs and documentaries that chronicle
personal stories aim to humanize affected communities and foster empathy.

Activism and Policy Change

Community organizations and advocacy groups work tirelessly to: - Raise awareness about
injustices. - Push for legislative reforms. - Provide support and resources to affected
individuals.

Reconciliation and Apology

Official apologies, reparations, and educational initiatives play vital roles in healing wounds
caused by labeling communities as enemies. Recognizing past wrongs helps build a more
inclusive and just society.



How to Address and Prevent Being Labeled as Enemy

Promoting Awareness and Education

- Educate oneself and others about history and current issues related to discrimination. -
Encourage inclusive narratives and challenge stereotypes.

Supporting Affected Communities

- Listen to personal stories and amplify marginalized voices. - Support policies that protect
civil rights and promote equality.

Fostering Empathy and Dialogue

- Engage in conversations that bridge cultural and social divides. - Participate in
community-building activities to foster understanding.

Conclusion

The phrase "they called us enemy" encapsulates a painful history of injustice and a
reminder of the importance of vigilance against prejudice and discrimination. Whether
rooted in fear, political agendas, or ignorance, labeling groups as enemies can have
devastating consequences on individuals and societies. Recognizing these patterns and
actively working to challenge stereotypes, promote empathy, and advocate for justice are
essential steps toward creating a world where no one is unjustly called an enemy.
Remembering stories like George Takei’s and the history of Japanese internment not only
honors the resilience of those affected but also serves as a warning and guide for future
generations committed to human rights and dignity.

"They Called Us Enemy": An In-Depth Review and Analysis

Introduction to "They Called Us Enemy"

"They Called Us Enemy" is a compelling graphic memoir penned by George Takei, with co-
writers Justin Eisinger and Steven Scott, and illustrated by Harmony Becker. Published in
2019, this autobiographical work chronicles Takei’s childhood experiences as a Japanese
American who was forcibly relocated and incarcerated during World War II. The memoir is
not only a personal recounting but also a powerful indictment of racial prejudice,
governmental overreach, and the resilience of the human spirit. This graphic novel stands
out for its vivid storytelling, emotional depth, and historical significance. It offers readers
an accessible yet profound insight into a dark chapter of American history, emphasizing
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themes of injustice, patriotism, and the importance of remembering history to prevent its
recurrence.

Background and Historical Context

The Japanese American Internment

During World War II, following the attack on Pearl Harbor in December 1941, the United
States government enacted policies that led to the internment of approximately 120,000
Japanese Americans, two-thirds of whom were American citizens. These individuals were
forcibly removed from their homes, businesses, and communities, confined in internment
camps across the western interior of the country. Key facts: - Executive Order 9066
(February 19, 1942) authorized the military to designate certain areas as exclusion zones,
leading to mass internment. - The camps were often located in remote, inhospitable areas
such as deserts and swamps. - Conditions varied but generally included overcrowding, loss
of property, and emotional trauma. - The internment was justified at the time as a national
security measure but has since been widely recognized as a grave injustice rooted in racial
prejudice and wartime hysteria.

George Takei's Personal Connection

George Takei, best known as an actor and activist, was just five years old when his family
was forced to leave their home in Los Angeles and relocate to the Rohwer War Relocation
Center in Arkansas. His personal experiences as a child provide a poignant lens through
which readers can understand the emotional toll of internment, as well as the resilience
required to endure such adversity.

Content Overview and Themes

Autobiographical Narrative

"They Called Us Enemy" offers a detailed, chronological account of Takei’s childhood, from
his early life in Los Angeles to his incarceration in the internment camp, and ultimately his
journey toward activism and advocacy. The narrative is conveyed through personal
anecdotes, family stories, and reflections that humanize this historical event. Highlights
include: - The initial shock and confusion of internment. - The impact of racial
discrimination on daily life. - The steadfastness of family bonds amid hardship. - Takei’s
later reflections on patriotism, identity, and justice.



Major Themes Explored

1. Injustice and Racism: The memoir vividly illustrates how racial prejudice and wartime
hysteria led to the violation of constitutional rights. 2. Resilience and Hope: Despite the
circumstances, Takei’s family and community displayed resilience, hope, and a refusal to be
defeated. 3. Patriotism vs. Discrimination: The narrative explores complex questions about
loyalty, patriotism, and the true meaning of American values. 4. Memory and History: The
importance of remembering past injustices to educate future generations is a central
theme. 5. Activism and Advocacy: Takei’s later activism underscores the importance of
standing against injustice.

Artistic Style and Visual Storytelling

Illustrations and Artwork

Harmony Becker’s illustrations are remarkably effective in conveying the emotional depth
of the story. The artwork employs a restrained color palette—primarily black, white, and
shades of gray—enhanced with selective use of color to highlight key moments or emotions.
This stylistic choice creates a somber, reflective mood fitting for the serious subject matter.
Key aspects: - Expressive character illustrations that capture nuanced emotions. - Dynamic
panel layouts that enhance storytelling flow. - Visual metaphors and symbolic imagery to
deepen understanding. - Use of space and composition to evoke feelings of confinement
and longing.

Narrative Pacing and Structure

The graphic memoir employs a mix of straightforward chronological narration interwoven
with flashbacks and reflections. This structure allows readers to connect emotionally with
Takei’s childhood while also contemplating broader historical themes. Notable points: - The
pacing balances personal anecdotes with historical context. - Visual transitions effectively
mark shifts in time and mood. - The combination of text and art creates an immersive
reading experience.

Impact and Reception

Critical Acclaim

"They Called Us Enemy" received widespread praise for its honesty, emotional impact, and
educational value. Critics lauded it as an essential contribution to both graphic memoirs
and historical literature. Common points of praise: - Effective storytelling that appeals to a
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broad audience. - Clear depiction of complex historical issues. - Personalization of a large-
scale historical event. - Contribution to awareness about civil rights and racial injustice.

Educational Use and Cultural Significance

The memoir has been widely adopted in educational settings, serving as a valuable
resource for teaching about: - World War II history. - Civil liberties and constitutional
rights. - Racism and discrimination. - The importance of activism and historical memory.
Additionally, the book has played a role in raising awareness among younger generations,
fostering empathy, and encouraging discussions about social justice.

Public Response and Personal Impact

Readers, especially those unfamiliar with internment, have expressed profound emotional
reactions. Many acknowledge that the memoir deepened their understanding of racial
prejudice and inspired them to engage in advocacy. For Takei, sharing his story has been a
personal mission to honor those who suffered and to ensure that such injustices are never
repeated.

Strengths and Criticisms

Strengths

- Authentic storytelling rooted in personal experience. - Powerful visuals that enhance
emotional resonance. - Educational value for diverse audiences. - Themes of resilience and
hope that inspire readers. - Historical accuracy combined with accessible narrative.

Criticisms and Limitations

- Some critics note that the memoir, while deeply personal, may benefit from broader
context about the political climate of the era. - The graphic format, while engaging, might
limit the depth of analysis compared to traditional scholarly works. - Certain readers may
wish for more detailed exploration of the internment’s aftermath or its ongoing
implications.

Conclusion and Significance

"They Called Us Enemy" is more than just a memoir; it is a vital educational tool and a
stirring reminder of the perils of racial prejudice and governmental overreach. George
Takei’s candid recounting of his childhood experiences humanizes a historically significant
event, making it accessible and emotionally impactful for readers of all ages. The graphic



memoir’s combination of compelling storytelling, evocative artwork, and profound themes
ensures its place as a crucial contribution to both American history and the broader
conversation about civil rights. Its ongoing relevance lies in its ability to educate, inspire,
and serve as a testament to resilience in the face of injustice. For anyone interested in
history, social justice, or graphic storytelling, "They Called Us Enemy" is an essential
read—an inspiring, eye-opening account that underscores the importance of remembering
the past to build a more equitable future.

Questions & Answers About they called us enemy

N
o

Question Answer

1 What is 'They Called Us
Enemy' about?

'They Called Us Enemy' is a graphic memoir by
George Takei that recounts his childhood
experiences as a Japanese American, including his
family's forced relocation to internment camps
during World War II.

2 Who is the author of 'They
Called Us Enemy'?

The book is authored by George Takei, along with
Justin Eisinger and Steven Scott, with illustrations by
Harmony Becker.

3 Why is 'They Called Us
Enemy' considered an
important work?

It provides a personal and powerful account of the
injustices faced by Japanese Americans during WWII,
raising awareness about civil rights and the
importance of remembering history.

4 Has 'They Called Us Enemy'
received any awards?

Yes, the graphic memoir has received several
accolades, including the 2019 American Book Award
and praise for its impactful storytelling and artwork.

5 How does 'They Called Us
Enemy' contribute to current
conversations about civil
rights?

By sharing his personal story, George Takei
highlights themes of racial discrimination and
injustice, encouraging ongoing dialogue about civil
rights, anti-immigrant sentiments, and the
importance of remembering historical injustices.

6 Is 'They Called Us Enemy'
suitable for younger readers?

Yes, the graphic novel is accessible to middle-grade
readers and above, providing a historical perspective
suitable for educational discussions about history
and civil rights.

7 What impact has 'They Called
Us Enemy' had on public
understanding of Japanese
American internment?

The memoir has helped increase awareness and
understanding of the internment experience,
especially among younger generations unfamiliar
with this chapter of history.
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8 Are there any adaptations of
'They Called Us Enemy'?

Yes, the graphic memoir has been adapted into a
stage production and has received widespread
acclaim for its storytelling, further expanding its
reach and impact.

Japanese American internment, WWII history, civil rights, discrimination, Japanese
Americans, incarceration camps, racial prejudice, executive order 9066, wartime activism,
Japanese American stories
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