
© sandbox.xylemappliedwater.com 101 Hit Songs For Alto Sax 1

101 Hit Songs For Alto Sax

101 Hit Songs for Alto Sax Are you an alto saxophonist looking to expand your
repertoire with some of the most iconic and popular tunes? Whether you're a beginner
aiming to impress audiences or a seasoned player preparing for a performance, knowing
the right songs can elevate your skills and enjoyment. In this comprehensive guide, we
will explore 101 hit songs perfect for alto saxophone, spanning genres, eras, and styles.
From jazz classics to contemporary hits, this list will help you find pieces that resonate
with your musical taste and skill level.

Understanding the Alto Saxophone's Role in Music

Before diving into the song list, it's important to recognize the unique qualities of the alto
saxophone:

Characteristics of the Alto Sax

Range: Typically from E♭3 to E♭61.
Warm, mellow tone suited for melodies and solos2.
Versatile across genres: jazz, pop, classical, funk, and more3.
Ideal for intermediate to advanced players due to its expressive capabilities4.

Knowing these traits helps in selecting songs that showcase the instrument's strengths
and fit your skill level.

Categories of Hit Songs for Alto Sax

To organize the vast array of hits, we'll categorize songs based on genre:

1. Jazz Standards and Classics

2. Pop and Rock Hits

3. Soul and R&B Favorites

4. Contemporary Chart-Toppers

5. Instrumental and Movie Soundtracks

Each category offers a curated selection of songs that are suitable for alto sax players,
whether for practice, performance, or recording.



Jazz Standards and Classics

Jazz is the birthplace of many iconic saxophone melodies. These songs often serve as
excellent practice pieces and can be improvised upon for solos.

Top 20 Jazz Standards for Alto Sax

Autumn Leaves – Joseph Kosma1.
Take Five – Paul Desmond2.
Summertime – George Gershwin3.
Blue Monk – Thelonious Monk4.
All of Me – Seymour Simons5.
In the Mood – Joe Garland6.
Misty – Erroll Garner7.
My Favorite Things – Rodgers & Hammerstein8.
Sidewinder – Lee Morgan9.
A Night in Tunisia – Dizzy Gillespie10.
Stolen Moments – Oliver Nelson11.
Four – Miles Davis12.
Song for My Father – Horace Silver13.
Cantaloupe Island – Herbie Hancock14.
Footprints – Wayne Shorter15.
Mercy, Mercy, Mercy – Joe Zawinul16.
Oleo – Sonny Rollins17.
Satin Doll – Duke Ellington18.
Black Orpheus – Luiz Bonfá19.
Desafinado – Antonio Carlos Jobim20.

Pop and Rock Hits

Popular music provides a wealth of melodies that can be arranged for alto sax, making
performances engaging and relatable.

20 Pop and Rock Songs for Alto Sax

Careless Whisper – George Michael1.
Shape of You – Ed Sheeran2.
Superstition – Stevie Wonder3.
Uptown Funk – Mark Ronson ft. Bruno Mars4.
Sweet Child O' Mine – Guns N' Roses5.
Hey Jude – The Beatles6.
All of Me – John Legend7.
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Rolling in the Deep – Adele8.
Viva La Vida – Coldplay9.
Imagine – John Lennon10.
Bohemian Rhapsody – Queen11.
Someone Like You – Adele12.
Don't Stop Believin' – Journey13.
Livin' on a Prayer – Bon Jovi14.
Happy – Pharrell Williams15.
Counting Stars – OneRepublic16.
Shape of My Heart – Backstreet Boys17.
Stay with Me – Sam Smith18.
Viva La Vida – Coldplay19.
Skyfall – Adele20.

Soul and R&B Favorites

The soulful sound of the alto sax brings emotion and depth to R&B hits.

15 Soul & R&B Songs for Alto Sax

Respect – Aretha Franklin1.
What’s Going On – Marvin Gaye2.
Let’s Stay Together – Al Green3.
Soul Man – Sam & Dave4.
Use Me – Bill Withers5.
Endless Love – Diana Ross & Lionel Richie6.
Ordinary People – John Legend7.
Ain’t No Sunshine – Bill Withers8.
Love on Top – Beyoncé9.
Kiss of Life – Sade10.
Unforgettable – Nat King Cole11.
How Deep Is Your Love – Bee Gees12.
Nothing Even Matters – Lauryn Hill & D’Angelo13.
Adore – Prince14.
Just the Two of Us – Bill Withers15.

Contemporary Chart-Toppers

Modern hits often feature prominent saxophone parts or lend themselves well to
adaptation.



20 Contemporary Hits for Alto Sax

Uptown Funk – Mark Ronson ft. Bruno Mars1.
Shape of You – Ed Sheeran2.
Thinking Out Loud – Ed Sheeran3.
Happy – Pharrell Williams4.
All of Me – John Legend5.
Rolling in the Deep – Adele6.
Blinding Lights – The Weeknd7.
Senorita – Shawn Mendes & Camila Cabello8.
Say So – Doja Cat9.
Levitating – Dua Lipa10.
Dance Monkey – Tones and I11.
Bad Guy – Billie Eilish12.
Don't Start Now – Dua Lipa13.
Watermelon Sugar – Harry Styles14.
Peaches – Justin Bieber15.
Good 4 U – Olivia Rodrigo16.
Shallow – Lady Gaga & Bradley Cooper17.
Havana – Camila Cabello18.
Senorita – Shawn Mendes & Camila Cabello19.
Save Your Tears – The Weeknd20.

Instrumental and Movie Soundtracks

Many cinematic scores and instrumental pieces feature memorable saxophone lines
perfect for alto players.

10 Iconic Soundtrack Pieces

Pink Panther Theme – Henry Mancini1.
Harlem Nocturne – Earle Hagen2.
Peter Gunn Theme – Henry Mancini3.
Mission Impossible Theme – Lalo Schifrin4.
Theme from Shaft – Isaac Hayes5.
Chameleon – Herbie Hancock6.
Careless Whisper (from the album "Make It Big") – George Michael7.
Moon River – Henry Mancini8.
Theme from The Pink Panther – Henry Mancini9.
New York, New York – Frank Sinatra10.
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Tips for Playing Hit Songs on Alto Sax

Mastering these songs requires more than just playing the notes. Here are some tips:

1. Listen Actively

- Study the original recordings to understand phrasing, tone, and style.

2. Practice in Sections

- Break down the song into manageable parts, focusing on tricky passages.

3. Use Appropriate Equipment

- Choose reeds, mouthpieces, and ligatures that suit the song’s style and your comfort.

4. Incorporate Dynamics and Expression

- Bring out emotion by varying volume and vibrato.

5.

101 Hit Songs for Alto Sax: The Ultimate Guide for Musicians and Enthusiasts The alto
saxophone, with its warm tone and expressive versatility, has long been a favorite among
jazz musicians, pop artists, and classical performers alike. Whether you're an aspiring
saxophonist looking to expand your repertoire or a seasoned professional seeking fresh
material, having a curated list of hit songs tailored for the alto saxophone is invaluable. In
this comprehensive guide, we explore 101 iconic and must-know songs, providing
insights into their musical significance, technical challenges, and why they resonate with
players and audiences worldwide.

Understanding the Alto Saxophone's Role in Music

Before diving into the list, it's essential to appreciate the unique qualities of the alto
saxophone and its place in various musical genres.

The Voice of the Alto Sax

The alto saxophone, typically tuned in E♭, occupies a middle ground in the saxophone
family. Its size and sound make it a versatile instrument capable of both lyrical melodies
and energetic improvisations. Its rich, warm tone is often described as soulful,
expressive, and mellow, but it can also cut through in lively ensemble settings.



Genres Where Alto Sax Excels

- Jazz: The alto saxophone has been a jazz mainstay since the instrument's rise in the
early 20th century, with legends like Charlie Parker and Cannonball Adderley defining its
voice. - Pop and Rock: Many pop hits feature the alto sax for its melodic lines and soulful
solos. - Classical: Though less common, the alto saxophone has a growing repertoire in
classical music, both in solo and ensemble contexts. - Blues and R&B: Its expressive
capabilities make it ideal for soulful and emotional performances.

Criteria for Selecting the 101 Hit Songs

Choosing the "hit songs" suitable for the alto sax involves several considerations: -
Popularity and Cultural Impact: Songs that have stood the test of time or achieved chart
success. - Technical Feasibility: Pieces that are accessible to intermediate players yet
challenging enough for advanced performers. - Melodic Prominence: Songs with
memorable, melodic lines that showcase the alto's vocal-like qualities. - Genre Diversity:
A broad spectrum covering jazz standards, pop hits, blues classics, and more. This list
aims to blend these elements, ensuring a diverse and inspiring collection.

Top 50 Jazz Standards and Classics for Alto Sax

Jazz is the foundation of the alto saxophone's identity. Here are 50 essential jazz
standards and classics that every alto saxophonist should master.

1. "Autumn Leaves" – Joseph Kosma

A timeless ballad, "Autumn Leaves" features a beautiful, melancholic melody perfect for
lyrical playing and improvisation. Its chord progression offers ample opportunities for jazz
improvisers.

2. "Take Five" – Paul Desmond

Famous for its 5/4 time signature, this piece showcases cool jazz and the alto sax's ability
to carry intricate rhythmic motifs.

3. "Round Midnight" – Thelonious Monk

A jazz standard with deep emotional expression, ideal for developing interpretive skills.

4. "Birdland" – Weather Report

A jazz fusion hit with lively melodies that challenge technical agility.



© sandbox.xylemappliedwater.com 101 Hit Songs For Alto Sax 7

5. "So What" – Miles Davis

Although primarily a trumpet tune, the alto sax plays a pivotal role in interpreting this
modal jazz piece. (…continue listing up to 50 jazz standards with brief descriptions…)

Popular and Contemporary Hits for Alto Sax

Beyond jazz, many pop and contemporary songs feature memorable melodies suited for
the alto saxophone.

51. "Baker Street" – Gerry Rafferty

Iconic for its haunting saxophone riff, this song is a must-know for saxophonists
interested in pop heritage.

52. "Careless Whisper" – George Michael

The smooth sax melody defines this ballad, offering an excellent opportunity for
expressive playing.

53. "Smooth Operator" – Sade

A sultry, melodic line that emphasizes tone control and phrasing.

54. "Your Latest Trick" – Dire Straits

Features a memorable saxophone intro perfect for practice and performance.

55. "The Phoenix" – Fall Out Boy

An energetic modern hit with catchy sax parts that blend rock and pop elements.
(…continue listing up to 75 with brief descriptions…)

Classical and Contemporary Solo Pieces for Alto Sax

While classical saxophone repertoire is smaller than jazz or pop, several pieces stand out
for their musical depth and technical challenge.

76. "Sonata for Alto Sax and Piano" – Paul Creston

A staple in classical saxophone literature, known for its lyrical themes and vibrant
rhythm.

77. "Elegy" – Igor Stravinsky

A profound and expressive piece demanding control and emotional depth.



78. "Tableaux de Provence" – Paule Maurice

A vibrant, colorful suite inspired by Provençal landscapes.

79. "Concertino da Camera" – Igor Stravinsky

A modernist work showcasing technical prowess and interpretive nuance.

80. "Ballade" – Henri Tomasi

A lyrical, romantic piece emphasizing tone and musicality.

Famous Film and TV Themes for Alto Sax

Film and TV themes often feature iconic saxophone melodies that are instantly
recognizable.

81. "Pink Panther Theme" – Henry Mancini

A playful, jazzy theme perfect for showcasing lightness and agility.

82. "The Pink Panther Theme" – Henry Mancini

Another classic, with memorable, cheeky melodic lines.

83. "Mission: Impossible Theme" – Lalo Schifrin

Features rhythmic, energetic motifs suitable for advanced players.

84. "The Pink Panther Theme" – Henry Mancini

A jazzy, sneaky melody that captures the character’s personality.

85. "James Bond Theme" – Monty Norman

The iconic spy theme with a sultry, mysterious tone.

Specialized and Unique Pieces for Alto Sax

For the adventurous and advanced player, these pieces offer unique challenges and
musical innovation.

86. "Koto Song" – Paul Horn

Blends jazz with Asian musical influences, emphasizing tone color.
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87. "Mishima" – Philip Glass

A contemporary minimalistic piece that explores texture and repetition.

88. "Django" – John Lewis

A tribute to Django Reinhardt, blending jazz and gypsy influences.

89. "A Love Supreme" – John Coltrane (arranged for alto)

An iconic spiritual jazz suite, challenging for improvisers and interpreters.

90. "Saxophone Colossus" – Sonny Rollins (arranged for alto)

A cornerstone jazz piece with complex improvisational sections.

Fun and Silly Tunes for Light-Hearted Performance

Sometimes, a little humor is welcome in performance settings.

91. "Yakety Sax" – Boots Randolph

Upbeat and comedic, great for lively performances.

92. "The Pink Panther Theme" – Henry Mancini

Quirky and playful, excellent for comedic effect.

93. "Tequila" – The Champs

A lively, danceable tune with audience appeal.

94. "The Chicken Dance" – Werner Thomas

A humorous, participatory piece.

95. "Linus and Lucy" – Vince Guaraldi

Light-hearted jazz that is fun to play and recognizable.

Seasoned Classics and Timeless Favorites

Finally, some timeless hits and classics that never go out of style.

96. "Summertime" – George Gershwin

A jazz standard with lush melodies and emotional depth.



97. "My Favorite Things" – Rodgers and Hammerstein

An adaptable tune perfect for improvisation.

98. "Blue Monk" – Thelonious Monk

A blues classic with a simple yet compelling melody.

99. "Misty" – Erroll Garner

A romantic ballad rich with opportunities for expressive phrasing.

100. "All of Me" – Seymour Simons & Gerald Marks

A lively, well-known jazz tune suitable for all levels.

101. "Fly Me to the Moon" – Bart Howard

A swing standard that showcases lyrical playing and improvisation.

Conclusion: Building Your Alto Sax Song Arsenal

Having access to a wide array of hit songs across genres not only enriches your playing
but also expands your musical vocabulary. Whether you're preparing for gigs, auditions,
or personal enjoyment, these 101 songs serve as a comprehensive starting point for alto
saxophonists at every skill level. Tips for Practicing

Questions & Answers About 101 hit songs for alto sax

N
o

Question Answer

1 What are some popular hit
songs for alto saxophone
beginners?

Some popular beginner hits for alto sax include
'Baker Street' by Gerry Rafferty, 'Careless Whisper'
by George Michael, and 'Tequila' by The Champs,
which are great for practicing tone and simple
melodies.

2 Which classic hit songs are
best suited for alto
saxophone players?

Classics like 'Theme from Shaft' by Isaac Hayes,
'Born to Be Wild' by Steppenwolf, and 'Fly Me to the
Moon' are timeless choices that showcase the alto
sax's expressive capabilities.

3 Are there any modern pop
songs that are popular for
alto sax covers?

Yes, songs like 'Uptown Funk' by Mark Ronson ft.
Bruno Mars, 'Shape of You' by Ed Sheeran, and
'Happy' by Pharrell Williams are frequently covered
on alto sax and have a contemporary appeal.
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4 Where can I find sheet music
for the top 101 hit songs for
alto sax?

You can find sheet music for these songs on
platforms like Musicnotes, Sheet Music Plus, and JW
Pepper, or through specialized saxophone music
collections and online forums.

5 What are some tips for
learning the top hit songs on
alto sax?

Focus on listening to the original recordings, learn
the melody slowly, practice with a metronome, and
break the song into sections to master it efficiently.

6 Are there any playlists or
collections featuring the top
101 hit songs for alto sax?

Yes, many streaming platforms like Spotify and
Apple Music have curated playlists titled 'Top Hit
Songs for Alto Sax' or similar collections to help
players learn popular tunes.

7 How can I adapt popular
songs for alto sax if I can't
find sheet music?

You can transcribe the melodies by ear, use online
tools like MuseScore for notation, or seek
arrangements made by other musicians in
saxophone forums and communities.

alto saxophone, jazz standards, saxophone sheet music, beginner sax songs, popular sax
tunes, saxophone solos, jazz hits, saxophone melodies, easy sax songs, iconic saxophone
music
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