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Two Boys Kissing David Levithan

two boys kissing david levithan is a phrase that immediately brings to mind the
groundbreaking novel by acclaimed author David Levithan. This book, published in 200
kissing, has become an essential part of LGBTQ+ literature, celebrated for its honest portrayal
of teenage love, identity, and self-acceptance. Levithan’s storytelling captures the complexities
of adolescence while challenging societal norms, making it a resonant read for both young
adults and adults alike. In this article, we explore the themes, characters, and cultural impact
of Two Boys Kissing by David Levithan, highlighting why it remains a significant work in
contemporary literature.

Overview of Two Boys Kissing by David Levithan

Plot Summary

Two Boys Kissing follows the interconnected stories of several characters, primarily focusing
on Harry and Craig, two boys attempting to break the Guinness World Record for the longest
continuous kiss. Their journey is intertwined with narratives from other LGBTQ+ individuals,
including a gay man reflecting on his past, a transgender girl navigating her identity, and a
young boy named Avery. Levithan employs a dual narrative style, shifting perspectives to offer
a multifaceted view of love and acceptance. The novel is structured around the concept of
celebrating queer love, resilience, and the ongoing fight for equality. Through these stories,
Levithan emphasizes that love is universal, regardless of gender or societal expectations.

Thematic Elements

Levithan’s Two Boys Kissing explores several core themes: - Love and Relationships: The novel
examines various forms of love, from romantic to familial, emphasizing their importance in
shaping identity. - Identity and Self-Acceptance: Characters grapple with understanding and
embracing their true selves amidst societal pressures. - Homophobia and Acceptance: The
narrative confronts societal prejudices, highlighting both struggles and triumphs. - Memory
and History: The novel frames current stories within a broader historical context of LGBTQ+
rights and struggles, emphasizing the ongoing journey toward equality.

Character Analysis

Harry and Craig

As the central figures attempting the Guinness World Record, Harry and Craig symbolize
youthful courage and the desire for visibility. Their story underscores the importance of
representation and the power of small acts of defiance against intolerance.



Supporting Characters

- Avery: A young boy discovering his sexuality, representing innocence and hope. - The
Narrator (The Ghost of Fred): A character who provides historical perspective, connecting past
struggles to present progress. - Other LGBTQ+ characters: Each character’s story adds depth
to the novel’s portrayal of diverse experiences within the community.

The Literary Style and Narrative Techniques

Dual Perspectives

Levithan masterfully switches between different characters’ viewpoints, allowing readers to
see love and identity from multiple angles. This technique fosters empathy and understanding.

Interwoven Stories

The novel’s structure is akin to a tapestry, with each narrative thread contributing to the
overall message of unity and resilience.

Use of Symbolism

The record-breaking kiss serves as a powerful symbol of love’s endurance and societal
visibility. Additionally, the recurring motif of water and the sky emphasizes themes of freedom
and fluidity.

Cultural Impact and Reception

Breaking Barriers in LGBTQ+ Literature

Two Boys Kissing is widely regarded as a milestone in LGBTQ+ young adult fiction. Its candid
portrayal of queer love and acceptance has helped normalize LGBTQ+ narratives in
mainstream literature.

Educational and Activist Use

The novel is frequently included in school curricula and reading programs aimed at promoting
diversity and inclusion. It serves as a conversation starter around issues such as homophobia,
gender identity, and mental health.

Critical Reception

Levithan’s work has received numerous awards and commendations for its sensitive
storytelling and cultural significance. Critics praise the novel for its poetic language, emotional
depth, and its ability to resonate across generations.
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Why Two Boys Kissing Continues to Inspire

Empowering Young Readers

By depicting characters who face real struggles yet find love and acceptance, Levithan’s novel
empowers young LGBTQ+ individuals to embrace their identities.

Promoting Empathy and Understanding

The multiple perspectives foster empathy among readers, encouraging them to see the world
through others’ experiences.

Fostering Community and Visibility

The novel helps build a sense of community, showing that love and authenticity are universal
and worth celebrating.

Conclusion

Two Boys Kissing by David Levithan stands as a testament to the power of love, storytelling,
and societal change. Its compelling narratives, rich characters, and profound themes make it
an essential read for anyone interested in understanding the complexities of LGBTQ+ life and
love. As society continues to evolve towards greater acceptance and equality, Levithan’s novel
remains a beacon of hope and a reminder that everyone deserves to be seen, loved, and
celebrated for who they are. Whether you are a young adult discovering your identity or an ally
seeking to understand more about LGBTQ+ experiences, Two Boys Kissing offers valuable
insights wrapped in a beautifully crafted story. Its enduring impact underscores the
importance of representation in literature and the ongoing fight for love and acceptance
everywhere.

"Two Boys Kissing" by David Levithan: An In-Depth Review and Analysis

Introduction: A Revolutionary Narrative in Young Adult Literature

In a literary landscape increasingly embracing diversity and authentic representation, David
Levithan's "Two Boys Kissing" stands out as a transformative work that challenges traditional
notions of love, identity, and acceptance. Published in 2013, this novel has garnered critical
acclaim and a devoted readership for its innovative storytelling, profound themes, and poetic
prose. As an expert reviewer, I aim to dissect the novel’s core elements, thematic richness,
stylistic features, and cultural significance, providing a comprehensive understanding of why
"Two Boys Kissing" is both a literary masterpiece and an essential read for contemporary
audiences.

Overview of the Book

"Two Boys Kissing" is a semi-epic narrative that intertwines the stories of two teenage boys,
Harry and Craig, who are attempting to set a world record for the longest kiss. The novel is



narrated by a collective chorus of voices—most notably, the Greek mythological figure of the
Greek chorus, including the spirits of gay men throughout history. This narrative device lends
the story a poetic, almost mythic quality that elevates personal experiences into universal
themes.

The novel explores themes of love, sexuality, identity, and societal expectations through
multiple perspectives, including those of contemporary teenagers, historical figures, and
abstract entities. Its structure is non-linear, incorporating flashbacks, reflections, and
meditations on LGBTQ+ history, making it a rich tapestry of human emotion and cultural
memory.

Structural and Stylistic Features

Narrative Technique and Voice

One of the most distinctive aspects of "Two Boys Kissing" is its narrative approach. Levithan
employs a chorus-like narration, reminiscent of ancient Greek drama, that comments on and
contextualizes the stories of Harry and Craig. This collective voice includes historical figures
such as Walt Whitman, Alan Turing, and other figures who have contributed to LGBTQ+
history, creating a bridge between past and present.

This technique offers several advantages:

Universalization of individual stories, emphasizing that love and identity are shared human1.
experiences.
Historical depth, connecting contemporary struggles with those of past generations.2.
Poetic resonance, as the chorus adds lyrical, rhythmic layers to the narrative.3.

Language and Style

Levithan’s prose is poetic, lyrical, and accessible. He employs a tone that balances intimacy
with grandeur, elevating personal stories to mythic proportions. The language is inclusive,
affirming, and often lyrical, fostering empathy and understanding.

Examples of stylistic features include:

Repetition for emphasis and rhythm.1.
Metaphor and symbolism, such as the recurring motif of the "longest kiss" representing2.
unity and love.
Concise yet powerful sentences that evoke emotion and reflection.3.

Use of Structure

The novel’s non-linear structure, weaving together multiple perspectives and timelines,
mirrors the complexity of identity and memory. Levithan utilizes:

Parallel narratives of Harry and Craig.1.
Interludes that feature historical figures and myths.2.
Reflective passages that ponder the significance of love and acceptance.3.

This approach keeps the reader engaged and invites multiple readings to uncover deeper
layers of meaning.
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Thematic Depth and Cultural Significance

Love as a Universal Force

At its core, "Two Boys Kissing" is a celebration of love in all its forms. The act of the boys
attempting the world record symbolizes the universality and normalization of same-sex love.
Levithan emphasizes that love is not extraordinary because of who it is between, but because it
is love itself.

LGBTQ+ Identity and Self-Acceptance

Levithan explores the nuanced experiences of LGBTQ+ youth, addressing themes of coming
out, self-acceptance, and societal pressures. The novel portrays characters grappling with
identity, internalized homophobia, and the journey toward self-love, making it a vital resource
for young readers navigating similar issues.

Historical Context and Memory

The chorus of voices from history underscores the long-standing presence of LGBTQ+
individuals and their struggles. Figures like Alan Turing and Walt Whitman serve as symbols of
resilience and legacy, reminding readers that their identities are part of a broader human
story.

Societal Challenges and Progress

Levithan doesn’t shy away from depicting discrimination, prejudice, and the fight for equality,
yet maintains an optimistic tone. The novel encourages hope and activism, highlighting that
societal change is ongoing and that individual acts of love and courage matter.

Characters and Perspectives

While Harry and Craig are the central figures, the novel’s richness lies in its diverse
perspectives:

Harry and Craig: Teenagers attempting the record, embodying youthful love and1.
vulnerability.
Historical figures: Their inclusion contextualizes personal stories within a broader historical2.
framework.
The Greek chorus: Voices that comment on events, serve as moral and cultural3.
commentators, and connect personal stories to collective memory.

This multiplicity of viewpoints fosters empathy and demonstrates that everyone’s story is
interconnected.

Critical Reception and Impact

"Two Boys Kissing" has received widespread acclaim for its inventive narrative, poetic
language, and meaningful themes. Critics praise Levithan’s ability to blend personal and
political narratives seamlessly.

Notable accolades include:

A Michael L. Printz Honor for excellence in young adult literature.1.



Recognition for promoting LGBTQ+ visibility and fostering dialogue about identity and love.2.

The novel has also been influential in educational settings, used to facilitate discussions about
sexuality, acceptance, and history.

Why "Two Boys Kissing" Is a Must-Read

For Young Adults

The novel provides affirmation and representation, helping LGBTQ+ youth see themselves
reflected positively in literature. Its themes of self-acceptance and resilience are empowering.

For Educators and Allies

It serves as an educational tool to foster empathy, understanding, and allyship. Its poetic style
and layered storytelling make it engaging for diverse audiences.

For Literary Enthusiasts

Levithan’s craftsmanship—his poetic language, innovative structure, and thematic
depth—make "Two Boys Kissing" a rewarding read for those interested in contemporary
literary art.

Final Thoughts: A Literary Milestone

"Two Boys Kissing" by David Levithan is more than a novel; it is a cultural statement, a
celebration of love’s universality, and a testament to resilience. Its innovative narrative
technique, poetic style, and profound themes make it a landmark work in young adult
literature and LGBTQ+ representation.

Whether you are a reader seeking connection, an educator fostering understanding, or a
literary enthusiast appreciating craftsmanship, this book offers invaluable insights into the
human experience. Levithan’s masterful storytelling invites us to see love not as an anomaly
but as the essence of life itself.

Summary Checklist

Innovative narrative structure blending mythic chorus, history, and personal stories.1.
Poetic, lyrical prose that elevates everyday moments.2.
Themes of love, identity, history, and societal change.3.
Diverse perspectives that foster empathy and understanding.4.
Cultural significance in promoting LGBTQ+ visibility.5.
Critical acclaim and educational relevance.6.

Final Note

In a world still grappling with acceptance and understanding, "Two Boys Kissing" stands as a
beacon of hope, love, and resilience. Its artistic approach and heartfelt storytelling make it an
essential addition to any literary collection, inspiring readers to embrace their identities and
celebrate love in all its forms.
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Questions & Answers About two boys kissing david
levithan

N
o

Question Answer

1 What is the main theme of
'Two Boys Kissing' by David
Levithan?

The book explores themes of love, identity, acceptance,
and the challenges faced by LGBTQ+ youth,
emphasizing the importance of connection and
understanding.

2 How does 'Two Boys Kissing'
depict different perspectives
on sexuality?

The novel features multiple narrators, including two
boys attempting a Guinness World Record for kissing,
as well as stories from other LGBTQ+ individuals,
providing a multifaceted view of sexuality and identity.

3 Is 'Two Boys Kissing'
appropriate for younger
readers?

Yes, the book is suitable for teenagers and older
readers, as it addresses themes of adolescence,
sexuality, and acceptance in an age-appropriate
manner.

4 What inspired David Levithan
to write 'Two Boys Kissing'?

Levithan was inspired by the need to tell stories of
LGBTQ+ youth that promote empathy and
understanding, highlighting the importance of
acceptance within society.

5 How does 'Two Boys Kissing'
differ from other LGBTQ+
novels?

The book uniquely uses a dual narrative structure with
interwoven stories and a chorus of Greek chorus-like
narrators, offering a poetic and layered exploration of
love and identity.

6 What has been the critical
reception of 'Two Boys
Kissing'?

The novel received positive reviews for its inclusive
storytelling, poetic style, and powerful themes, and it
was a finalist for the National Book Award for Young
People's Literature.

7 Are there any adaptations of
'Two Boys Kissing'?

As of now, there are no official film or stage
adaptations of 'Two Boys Kissing', but the novel
continues to be influential in LGBTQ+ youth literature.

8 What impact has 'Two Boys
Kissing' had on young readers?

The book has been praised for fostering empathy,
validating LGBTQ+ experiences, and encouraging
conversations about love and acceptance among teens
and young adults.

9 Can 'Two Boys Kissing' be used
in educational settings?

Yes, many educators use the novel to promote
discussions about diversity, inclusion, and LGBTQ+
issues in classrooms and libraries.

two boys kissing, David Levithan, LGBTQ+ YA, gay romance, coming of age, young adult,
queer fiction, LGBTQ+ literature, teen romance, LGBTQ+ themes


	Two Boys Kissing David Levithan
	Overview of Two Boys Kissing by David Levithan
	Plot Summary
	Thematic Elements

	Character Analysis
	Harry and Craig
	Supporting Characters

	The Literary Style and Narrative Techniques
	Dual Perspectives
	Interwoven Stories
	Use of Symbolism

	Cultural Impact and Reception
	Breaking Barriers in LGBTQ+ Literature
	Educational and Activist Use
	Critical Reception

	Why Two Boys Kissing Continues to Inspire
	Empowering Young Readers
	Promoting Empathy and Understanding
	Fostering Community and Visibility

	Conclusion
	Questions & Answers About two boys kissing david levithan


