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Dr Jekyll And Mr Hyde Summary

dr jekyll and mr hyde summary Introduction Robert Louis Stevenson’s Dr. Jekyll and Mr.
Hyde is a classic novella that explores the duality of human nature, morality, and the struggle
between good and evil within a single individual. First published in 1886, the story has
captivated readers with its dark themes and compelling characters. This article provides a
comprehensive summary of the novella, highlighting key plot points, characters, themes, and
the moral questions it raises.

Overview of the Story

Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde centers around the mysterious relationship between two contrasting
personas of the same man: the respectable Dr. Henry Jekyll and the sinister Mr. Edward Hyde.
The narrative unfolds through the perspective of Mr. Gabriel John Utterson, a lawyer and Jekyll’s
close friend, who becomes increasingly intrigued by Jekyll’s strange behavior and his connection
to Hyde.

Key Characters

Dr. Henry Jekyll: A respected scientist and doctor, known for his kindness and social1.
standing.
Mr. Edward Hyde: Jekyll’s evil alter ego; a violent, amoral man who indulges in immoral2.
acts.
Mr. Gabriel John Utterson: Jekyll’s loyal and cautious lawyer, who investigates the strange3.
events surrounding Jekyll and Hyde.
Dr. Hastie Lanyon: A friend of Jekyll who is shocked by the transformations and secrets he4.
uncovers.
Poole: Jekyll’s loyal butler who becomes suspicious of Hyde’s influence on Jekyll.5.

Detailed Summary of the Plot

Introduction and Utterson’s Concern

The story begins with Mr. Utterson, a lawyer, who notices strange occurrences involving his
friend Dr. Jekyll. Jekyll has recently become more reclusive and nervous. Utterson becomes
concerned after learning about a sinister man named Mr. Hyde, who appears to be associated
with Jekyll and has recently committed violent acts, including the murder of an innocent man,
Sir Danvers Carew.

The Strange Relationship

Utterson investigates and learns that Jekyll and Hyde share a close connection. Despite Jekyll’s
reputation for integrity, he seems to be under Hyde’s influence. Jekyll had earlier expressed a



desire to separate his good and evil sides, which leads him to create a potion that transforms
him into Hyde.

Jekyll’s Transformation and Duality

Jekyll’s experiments with chemicals allow him to switch between his respectable self and the
evil Hyde. Initially, the transformations are controlled and temporary, enabling Jekyll to indulge
in immoral activities as Hyde without tarnishing his reputation as Jekyll.

The Escalation of Hyde’s Crimes

As Hyde’s actions become more violent and reckless, Jekyll begins to feel the moral and
psychological toll. Hyde’s violent nature culminates in the murder of Sir Danvers Carew, a well-
known politician. This heinous act deeply shocks Jekyll, but he continues to struggle with the
duality within him.

The Decline and Loss of Control

Over time, Jekyll’s transformations become uncontrollable. Hyde grows stronger and more
dominant, and Jekyll’s moral consciousness diminishes. Despite attempts to suppress Hyde, the
evil persona begins to take over completely.

The Final Revelation

In the novella’s climax, Hyde’s crimes escalate, and Jekyll realizes that he can no longer control
his transformations. The situation reaches a breaking point when Hyde murders Sir Danvers
Carew, and Jekyll’s reputation is irreparably damaged. Feeling trapped and overwhelmed, Jekyll
chooses to end his life.

The Ending: Jekyll’s Suicide and Hyde’s Demise

The story concludes with Utterson discovering Jekyll’s confession and the evidence of Hyde’s
crimes. In a tragic turn, Jekyll commits suicide by taking his own life, effectively eradicating
Hyde. Hyde’s body is found dead, confirming his demise. The novella ends with reflections on
the nature of evil and the tragic consequences of human duality.

Thematic Analysis

The Duality of Human Nature

The central theme of the novella is the duality within every human being—the constant struggle
between good and evil. Jekyll’s scientific experiments symbolize humanity’s attempt to separate
and control these opposing sides.
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Morality and Identity

Stevenson explores how societal expectations influence individual behavior. Jekyll’s desire to
indulge in immoral acts as Hyde reflects the repression of desires that society deems
unacceptable.

Science and Ethical Boundaries

The story raises questions about scientific ethics and the dangers of unchecked
experimentation. Jekyll’s pursuit of knowledge leads to tragic consequences, warning against
overstepping moral boundaries.

Repression and Hidden Desires

Jekyll’s transformation into Hyde signifies the human tendency to suppress desires and how
such repression can lead to destructive outcomes.

Symbolism in the Novella

The Potion: Represents the scientific manipulation of human nature and the desire to1.
separate good from evil.
Hyde’s Appearance: Symbolizes the physical manifestation of evil and moral corruption.2.
The Door: The physical barrier that separates Jekyll’s respectable life from Hyde’s immoral3.
acts.
The Laboratory: A symbol of scientific experimentation and the exploration of the darker4.
sides of human nature.

Impact and Legacy

Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde has had a profound influence on literature and popular culture, inspiring
countless adaptations, films, and references. Its exploration of duality remains relevant today,
reflecting ongoing debates about human nature, morality, and identity.

Conclusion

The Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde summary reveals a compelling narrative about the complexities of
human morality and the dangerous consequences of repressing our darker impulses.
Stevenson’s story serves as a timeless reminder of the inherent conflict within each individual
and the peril of attempting to divide the good from the evil. Through its vivid characters,
symbolic elements, and thought-provoking themes, the novella continues to resonate with
readers and provoke reflection on the nature of human identity. Word count: approximately
1100 words

Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde Summary: An In-Depth Exploration of Robert Louis Stevenson’s Classic
Tale



Introduction

Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde is one of the most enduring and compelling works in Victorian literature.
Written by Robert Louis Stevenson and first published in 1886, this novella explores themes of
duality, morality, and the human psyche. The story vividly portrays the internal struggle
between good and evil within a single individual, making it both a gripping narrative and a
profound philosophical commentary. This detailed summary aims to provide a comprehensive
understanding of the plot, characters, themes, and the significance of this literary masterpiece.

Overview of the Story

"Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde" is a tale that revolves around the mysterious relationship between two
personas of the same man: the respectable Dr. Henry Jekyll and his sinister alter ego, Edward
Hyde. The story is narrated primarily through the perspectives of Mr. Gabriel John Utterson, a
lawyer and close friend of Dr. Jekyll, and through Jekyll’s own confessional writings. The
narrative unfolds through a series of encounters, investigations, and revelations that gradually
peel back the layers of the protagonist's complex personality.

Main Characters and Their Significance

Dr. Henry Jekyll

A respected scientist and physician.1.
Embodies Victorian ideals of morality, respectability, and social responsibility.2.
Driven by a desire to explore the duality of human nature, leading to the creation of Hyde.3.
Represents the façade of civility that masks darker impulses.4.

Edward Hyde

The sinister, immoral alter ego of Jekyll.1.
Embodies primal instincts, violence, and unchecked evil.2.
Acts without conscience, displaying cruelty and depravity.3.
His emergence signifies the unleashing of suppressed desires.4.

Mr. Gabriel John Utterson

A lawyer and Jekyll’s close friend.1.
Serves as the story’s moral compass and investigative narrator.2.
Represents rationality, morality, and Victorian societal values.3.
His concern for Jekyll drives much of the plot.4.

Other Supporting Characters

Dr. Hastie Lanyon: A reputable scientist who becomes estranged from Jekyll after witnessing1.
Hyde’s depravity.
Poole: Jekyll’s loyal but worried servant.2.
Sir Danvers Carew: A distinguished politician murdered by Hyde, symbolizing the brutality3.
lurking beneath civility.

Plot Summary in Detail
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The Initial Mysterious Incidents

The story begins with Mr. Utterson’s concern over a strange relationship between Jekyll and
Hyde. Hyde’s unsettling behavior and his violent assault on Sir Danvers Carew trigger Utterson’s
curiosity. Hyde’s apparent cruelty and Jekyll’s strange association with him raise suspicions.

The Enigmatic Door and Hyde’s Disappearance

Utterson investigates Hyde’s background and learns of a mysterious door that connects Hyde’s
residence to Jekyll’s. Hyde’s sudden disappearance after the murder of Carew deepens the
mystery. Jekyll’s strange behavior and his reluctance to see friends intensify the intrigue.

The Confession and Transformation

Jekyll’s physical and mental decline prompts him to reveal the truth through his own confession.
He admits that he created Hyde through scientific experimentation aimed at separating his
good and evil sides. Initially, Hyde is a harmless embodiment of suppressed desires, but over
time, Hyde grows more powerful and uncontrollable.

The Duality Unveiled

Jekyll’s experiments spiral out of control, and Hyde begins to dominate him. Jekyll’s conscience
struggles against Hyde’s malevolence. Despite efforts to suppress Hyde, the evil persona
becomes increasingly dominant, leading Jekyll to realize that he cannot control his darker side.

The Final Confrontation

As Hyde’s actions become more heinous, Jekyll’s moral and physical health deteriorate.
Ultimately, Jekyll chooses to end his life rather than be consumed by Hyde. The novella
concludes with the discovery of Jekyll’s body, along with a final letter revealing the tragic fate of
the two identities.

Themes and Symbolism

Duality of Human Nature

The central theme is the duality inherent in every human being—the conflict between the noble
and the depraved. Stevenson explores how societal expectations suppress our darker instincts,
which can then manifest violently if unchecked.

The Victorian Morality and Repression

Set against the backdrop of Victorian England, the story critiques the strict moral codes and the
facades of respectability that mask inner corruption. Stevenson suggests that these societal
pressures can lead to psychological fragmentation.

Science and Ethical Boundaries

Jekyll’s experiments symbolize the dangerous pursuit of knowledge without moral consideration.
The novella raises questions about scientific responsibility and the consequences of tampering
with human nature.

Good vs. Evil



Hyde embodies evil in its purest form, while Jekyll represents the socially acceptable face of
morality. Their coexistence illustrates that good and evil are intertwined within every individual.

Deep Dive into Key Scenes

Hyde’s First Appearance

Hyde’s debut is haunting—described as a small, deformed figure with an evil, lurking presence.
The initial reactions of witnesses highlight the instinctual fear Hyde evokes, emphasizing the
theme of hidden evil lurking beneath surface civility.

The Murder of Sir Danvers Carew

Hyde’s brutal killing of Carew marks a turning point. It reveals Hyde’s capacity for violence and
the destructive potential of unchecked impulses. The act shocks Victorian sensibilities,
illustrating the thin veneer of civility.

Jekyll’s Confession

In his final confession, Jekyll admits that Hyde emerged from his desire to indulge in pleasures
forbidden by his moral code. His inability to control Hyde symbolizes the destructive power of
repressed emotions.

The Significance and Legacy

Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde remains relevant today because it taps into universal fears about the
duality of human nature. It challenges readers to consider the masks they wear and the darker
impulses that may lurk beneath the surface.

It also serves as a cautionary tale about the dangers of scientific hubris and moral repression.
Stevenson’s portrayal of the duality within a single person resonates in modern psychology,
particularly in understanding the concept of the subconscious and the shadow self.

Critical Reception and Interpretations

Since its publication, the novella has been widely analyzed for its psychological depth and social
critique. Some interpret Hyde as a manifestation of Jekyll’s repressed desires, aligning with
Freudian theories of the id. Others see the story as a critique of Victorian hypocrisy.

The character of Hyde has become an archetype of the evil alter ego, inspiring countless
adaptations in literature, film, and popular culture, including characters like Mr. Hyde in various
media.

Conclusion

Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde is more than just a gothic tale of horror; it is a profound exploration of
the complex nature of morality, identity, and human psychology. Its enduring relevance lies in
its ability to depict the eternal struggle between our noble and darker selves. Through its rich
narrative, Stevenson compels us to reflect on the masks we wear and the shadows that may lie
beneath.

This detailed summary offers a thorough understanding of the story’s plot, characters, themes,
and significance, providing readers with a comprehensive grasp of this timeless classic.
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Whether as a cautionary tale or a psychological exploration, the story of Jekyll and Hyde
continues to captivate and provoke thought across generations.

Questions & Answers About dr jekyll and mr hyde
summary

N
o

Question Answer

1 What is the main plot of 'Dr.
Jekyll and Mr. Hyde'?

The story centers around Dr. Jekyll, a respectable
scientist, who creates a potion that transforms him into
the evil Mr. Hyde, exploring themes of duality and the
struggle between good and evil within a person.

2 Who are the primary characters
in 'Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde'?

The main characters include Dr. Henry Jekyll, Mr.
Edward Hyde, and other supporting characters like Mr.
Utterson, Jekyll's lawyer, and Dr. Lanyon.

3 What is the significance of the
duality theme in the novel?

The duality theme highlights the complex nature of
human morality, illustrating how good and evil can
coexist within an individual and raising questions about
identity and conscience.

4 How does the story of 'Dr. Jekyll
and Mr. Hyde' reflect Victorian
society?

The novel reflects Victorian concerns about repressed
desires, social reputation, and the dual nature of
human morality, exposing the dark side behind the
veneer of respectability.

5 What is the role of the potion in
the story?

The potion is a scientific invention that allows Dr. Jekyll
to separate his good and evil sides, transforming into
Mr. Hyde to indulge in immoral activities without
tarnishing his reputation.

6 How does 'Dr. Jekyll and Mr.
Hyde' explore the theme of
morality?

The novel examines moral conflict by depicting Jekyll's
struggle to control Hyde, symbolizing the ongoing
battle between ethical behavior and darker impulses
within humans.

7 Why is 'Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde'
considered a classic of Gothic
literature?

It's considered a Gothic classic due to its dark,
mysterious atmosphere, exploration of horror and the
supernatural, and its focus on psychological terror and
moral ambiguity.

Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde, Robert Louis Stevenson, novella summary, Victorian era, dual
personality, Gothic fiction, moral duality, London setting, character analysis, themes of good
and evil
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