Funk Tunes In The Real Book

Funk tunes in the real book Funk music has long been a vital component of the jazz and popular
music landscape, characterized by its infectious grooves, rhythmic complexity, and soulful
melodies. For jazz musicians, educators, and students alike, having access to a curated collection of
funk tunes is essential for both performance and learning. The Real Book, a renowned series of jazz
fake books, offers a treasure trove of musical standards and contemporary pieces, including
numerous funk tunes that have become staples in jazz repertoire. This article explores the
significance of funk tunes within the Real Book, their musical characteristics, how to incorporate
them into your playing, and practical tips for mastering these rhythmically vibrant pieces.

Understanding the Role of Funk Tunes in the Real Book

The History and Evolution of Funk in Jazz

Funk emerged in the late 1960s and early 1970s, blending elements of soul, R&B, jazz, and groove-
based rhythms. Artists like James Brown, Sly and the Family Stone, and Parliament-Funkadelic
revolutionized the genre with their innovative sounds. Jazz musicians quickly embraced funk's
rhythmic vitality and improvisational possibilities, leading to a fusion that enriched both genres. The
inclusion of funk tunes in the Real Book reflects this evolution, offering players the chance to
explore the groove-oriented side of jazz. These tunes often feature syncopated rhythms, repetitive
riffs, and a focus on groove and feel, making them ideal for ensemble playing, improvisation, and
understanding the interplay between rhythm and harmony.

Why Funk Tunes Are Essential for Jazz Musicians

- Rhythmic Complexity: Funk tunes challenge musicians to lock into tight grooves and develop a
deep sense of time. - Groove and Feel: They emphasize a strong, danceable pulse, vital for
developing a compelling performance. - Harmonic Simplicity and Flexibility: Many funk tunes have
straightforward chord progressions, leaving room for improvisation and creative expression. -
Cultural Relevance: These tunes connect jazz players to contemporary musical styles and
audiences.

Popular Funk Tunes Found in the Real Book

While the original Real Books primarily focus on jazz standards, later editions and supplemental
collections have incorporated funk-influenced tunes. Some of the most recognizable and frequently
played funk tunes in jazz contexts include:
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Classic Funk Tunes in the Real Book

1. "Superstition" by Stevie Wonder - A quintessential funk tune with a distinctive clavinet riff
and groove-based feel.

2. "Chameleon" by Herbie Hancock - Known for its iconic bassline and modal funk style.

3. "Pick Up The Pieces" by Average White Band - Funk jam with a catchy horn riff and
danceable rhythm.

4. "Give Up The Funk" by Parliament - A funk anthem with a repetitive groove and call-and-
response vocals.

5. "Cissy Strut" by The Meters - A groove-driven instrumental that exemplifies tight rhythm play.

Contemporary Funk-Inspired Jazz Tunes

Some modern jazz compositions and arrangements also incorporate funk elements, such as: - "The
Chicken" by Jaco Pastorius (a fusion of jazz and funk) - "Funky Broadway" by Wilson Pickett -
"Strawberry Letter 23" by Shuggie Otis

Analyzing the Musical Characteristics of Funk Tunes

Rhythm and Groove

Funk tunes are distinguished by their emphasis on groove. They often rely on: - Repetitive,
syncopated rhythmic figures - Tight, lock-step bass and drum interplay - Use of ghost notes and hi-
hat accents - Emphasis on the backbeat (beats 2 and 4)

Harmonic Structure

While some funk tunes are harmonically straightforward, others employ modal approaches or
simple progressions: - Repetitive chord vamping - Use of pentatonic and blues scales - Modal
improvisation over static harmony

Melody and Riffs

Funk melodies often feature: - Short, rhythmic motifs - Call-and-response patterns - Funky riffs that
can be adapted for solos

Incorporating Funk Tunes into Your Practice Routine

Listening and Transcription

- Study original recordings of funk tunes to internalize groove and feel. - Transcribe basslines, drum
patterns, and horn riffs to understand their construction. - Pay attention to nuances such as ghost
notes, accents, and rhythmic subdivisions.



Analyzing Chart Structures

- Review the sheet music in the Real Book or other sources. - Identify the form, key centers, and
chord changes. - Notice repeating motifs and rhythmic figures.

Improvisation Strategies

- Focus on rhythmic phrasing and developing a strong groove feel. - Use pentatonic, blues, and
modal scales over static sections. - Experiment with call-and-response phrases and rhythmic motifs.

Ensemble Playing

- Practice with a rhythm section to lock into the groove. - Play along with recordings to develop a
sense of swing and feel. - Incorporate funk-inspired comping and soloing techniques.

Practical Tips for Mastering Funk Tunes in the Real Book

- Master the Rhythm Section: Develop a solid understanding of bass and drum patterns
characteristic of funk. - Focus on Feel and Timing: Use a metronome or drum machine to internalize
tight grooves. - Experiment with Dynamics: Funk music thrives on dynamics and accents—play with
volume and articulation. - Learn the Riffs: Memorize signature riffs and motifs to anchor your
improvisations. - Transcribe Solos: Study solos by funk and jazz legends to learn phrasing and
vocabulary. - Jam with Others: Collaborate with musicians to develop your groove and improvisation
skills.

Resources and Further Learning

- Books and Transcriptions - "Funk Studies" by David Garibaldi - Transcriptions of Herbie Hancock,
Jaco Pastorius, and other funk-influenced jazz artists - Online Tutorials - YouTube channels
dedicated to funk guitar, bass, and drum techniques - Jazz improvisation courses emphasizing
groove-based playing - Listening Playlists - Curated playlists of classic funk tracks and jazz fusion

Conclusion

Funk tunes in the Real Book offer a rich landscape for jazz musicians seeking to deepen their
rhythmic and improvisational skills. Embracing the groove-centric nature of these tunes not only
enhances technical proficiency but also fosters a deeper connection to the music’s soulful roots.
Whether you're playing classic standards like "Superstition" or exploring modern funk-infused jazz
compositions, integrating funk tunes into your repertoire will elevate your musicianship, expand
your vocabulary, and invigorate your performances. With dedicated practice, active listening, and
collaborative playing, mastering funk in the jazz context is an achievable and rewarding journey
that will add vibrancy and versatility to your musical expression.

Funk tunes in the Real Book have long been a cornerstone for jazz musicians seeking to incorporate
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the infectious groove and rhythmic sophistication of funk into their repertoire. The Real Book, a
collection of jazz standards and popular tunes, offers a treasure trove of material that blends jazz
improvisation with funk's soulful, danceable energy. For musicians aiming to explore this vibrant
genre, understanding how funk is represented within the Real Book, along with the stylistic nuances
and performance tips, can open up new creative horizons.

The Significance of Funk in the Jazz Realm

Funk music, originating in the 1960s with pioneers like James Brown and Sly and the Family Stone,
revolutionized the landscape of popular music with its emphasis on groove, rhythm, and
danceability. When jazz musicians embraced funk, they added a new layer of rhythmic complexity
and soulful expression to their improvisations.

The Real Book—a widely used resource among jazz players—includes several tunes that either
directly exemplify funk or incorporate its rhythmic and harmonic elements. These tunes serve as
excellent vehicles for exploring the genre’s characteristic features, such as tight grooves,
syncopated rhythms, and soulful melodies.

Identifying Funk Elements in the Real Book

To effectively interpret funk tunes from the Real Book, musicians should recognize the key stylistic
elements that distinguish funk from other genres:

1. Syncopation and Groove: Funk relies heavily on intricate rhythmic patterns and syncopation,
often emphasizing the second and fourth beats in a measure.

2. Repetitive Rhythmic Figures: Funk tunes frequently feature repeating riffs or ostinatos that drive
the groove.

3. Harmonic Simplicity with Groove Focus: While harmonies can be complex, many funk tunes favor
straightforward chord progressions that support rhythmic emphasis.

4. Strong Backbeat: The emphasis on the 2nd and 4th beats creates a compelling dance feel.

5. Use of Riffs and Repetition: Memorable riffs form the backbone of many funk tunes, making them
instantly recognizable.

Notable Funk Tunes in the Real Book

While the exact contents vary depending on the edition, some tunes commonly found in the Real
Book and associated with funk or funk-inspired grooves include:

"Cissy Strut" (The Meters) - A quintessential funk riff with a tight groove.

"Chameleon" (Herbie Hancock) - Blends jazz harmony with funk rhythms.
"Superstition" (Stevie Wonder) - A soulful, groove-heavy tune with jazz elements.
"Funky Worm" (Ohio Players) - An influential funk tune with infectious basslines.

"Pick Up the Pieces" (Average White Band) - Instrumental funk with a memorable hook.

I

"Soulful Strut" - A smooth, groove-oriented tune.

Note: Always check your specific edition of the Real Book, as selections can vary.



Analyzing a Funk Tune: "Cissy Strut" as a Case Study
Structure and Form

"Cissy Strut" is characterized by a simple, repetitive 12-bar blues form, but its real strength lies in
its rhythmic drive and riff-based approach. The tune’s signature riff functions as a hook, with
minimal harmonic movement, emphasizing groove over complexity.

Rhythmic Features

1. The groove is built around a tight, syncopated drum pattern and bassline.

2. The guitar and keyboard parts often play riffs that lock into the rhythm, creating a layered
rhythmic texture.

3. The emphasis on the second and fourth beats fosters a danceable feel.

Harmonic Content

1. The chord progression is straightforward, typically cycling through I, IV, and V chords.
2. The focus is on rhythm and feel, with improvisations often centered around blues scales and
pentatonic motifs.

Performance Tips

1. Lock in with the rhythm section—listen closely to the drummer and bassist.
2. Use space effectively; funk relies heavily on rhythmic punctuation.

3. Incorporate repeated motifs and riffs in your improvisation.

4. Emphasize the backbeat with accentuated accents on beats 2 and 4.

Techniques for Playing Funk Tunes in the Real Book

Embracing the Groove

1. Focus on the rhythm section: develop tight, funky basslines and drum patterns.
2. Use ghost notes and muted strums to add rhythmic texture.
3. Practice playing in a locked-in fashion with the drummer.

Improvisation Strategies

1. Focus on rhythmic motifs and repetitive patterns.
2. Use pentatonic and blues scales to create soulful solos.
3. Incorporate chromatic passing tones to add flavor.

Arranging and Interpretation

1. Keep the groove consistent; avoid rushing or dragging.
2. Experiment with dynamics and articulation to enhance the rhythmic feel.
3. Feel free to add embellishments that emphasize the groove.

Recommended Practice Approaches
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1. Transcribe Riffs: Learn and internalize the signature riffs from funk tunes.

2. Play Along with Recordings: Use recordings of classic funk tunes to develop rhythmic feel.
3. Practice with a Metronome: Focus on maintaining a steady groove.

4. Jam with a Rhythm Section: Collaborate with other musicians to solidify your groove.

The Role of the Real Book in Funk Exploration

While the Real Book is traditionally associated with jazz standards, its inclusion of funk tunes
provides a gateway for jazz musicians to expand their stylistic palette. The tunes often feature
straightforward charts that facilitate improvisation while emphasizing groove and feel, making them
accessible for both beginners and advanced players.

By analyzing and performing these tunes, musicians can develop a deeper understanding of funk’s
rhythmic language and incorporate its soulful energy into their jazz playing.

Final Thoughts

Funk tunes in the Real Book serve as an invaluable resource for jazz musicians eager to explore the
vibrant world of funk. From iconic riffs to groove-based improvisation, these tunes challenge players
to develop a tight rhythmic feel, explore new harmonic landscapes, and connect more deeply with
the danceable spirit of funk.

Whether you're a seasoned jazz musician or a student just starting out, immersing yourself in funk
tunes from the Real Book can invigorate your playing and inspire new avenues of musical
expression. So dive in, learn those riffs, lock in with your rhythm section, and let the infectious
energy of funk elevate your jazz journey.

Questions & Answers About funk tunes in the real book

No Question Answer

1 | What are some essential funk Some essential funk tunes in the Real Book include 'Cissy
tunes commonly found in the Strut' by The Meters, 'Chameleon' by Herbie Hancock,
Real Book for jazz musicians? 'Pick Up the Pieces' by Average White Band, 'Super Freak'

by Rick James, and 'Brick House' by The Commodores.

2 | Are there specific versions or Yes, some editions of the Real Book, especially the
editions of the Real Book that '‘Centrale' or 'Third" editions, include a selection of funk
include funk tunes? and groove-oriented tunes. However, many traditional

jazz Real Books focus more on standards, so you might
need supplementary collections or jazz transcriptions for
a broader funk repertoire.

3 | How can | effectively practice Practice funk tunes by focusing on the rhythmic groove,
funk tunes from the Real Book to | emphasizing the backbeat, and locking in with the rhythm
improve my groove and feel? section. Listen to original recordings to internalize the

feel, and practice with a metronome or drum machine
emphasizing the funk groove to develop your timing and
feel.




4 | Are there any common chord Yes, many funk tunes feature repetitive, groove-based
progressions or motifs in funk chord progressions with syncopated rhythms. Common
tunes listed in the Real Book? motifs include dominant seventh chords, minor blues
scales, and rhythmic stabs. Understanding these patterns
helps in improvisation and comping over funk tunes.

5 | Can I find transcriptions of While the Real Book primarily contains lead sheets, it
famous funk solos in the Real generally does not include full solos. For transcriptions of
Book, or should I look famous funk solos, consider specialized transcription
elsewhere? books, online resources, or listening and transcribing by

ear to capture the improvisational style of funk players.

funk jazz, real book jazz, funk chords, jazz standards, groove music, jazz fusion, soul jazz, blues
progressions, jazz improvisation, groove tunes
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