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Seeing Jesus In The Old Testament
Seeing Jesus in the Old Testament The Old Testament is often viewed as a foundational text that sets the stage for the coming of Jesus
Christ in the New Testament. However, many believers and scholars recognize that Jesus is not only a figure introduced in the New
Testament but is also present throughout the Old Testament in various forms, types, and prophecies. This phenomenon, often called "Christ
in the Old Testament," reveals God's master plan of salvation and underscores the unity of the Bible’s message. In this article, we will
explore how Jesus is seen in the Old Testament, examining key passages, types, and prophecies that point to His coming.

Understanding the Concept of Seeing Jesus in the Old Testament

Types and Shadows
The Old Testament contains numerous examples, characters, and events that serve as "types" or foreshadows of Christ. These are not
mere coincidences but intentional illustrations designed to prepare God's people for the coming Savior.

Prophetic Foreshadowing
Prophets in the Old Testament often foretold the Messiah’s coming, describing His character, mission, and suffering. These prophecies
provide direct links to Jesus and are fulfilled in the New Testament.

Christ as the Central Theme
From Genesis to Malachi, the overarching narrative points toward the redemptive work of Christ, making Him the central figure of Scripture.



Key Old Testament Passages and Their Fulfillment in Jesus

Genesis 3:15 – The Protoevangelium
In the aftermath of the Fall, God reveals His plan for redemption: "And I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your
offspring and hers; he will crush your head, and you will strike his heel." This verse, known as the Protoevangelium, is considered the first
gospel, foreshadowing Jesus as the One who will ultimately defeat Satan.

Jesus as the "offspring" of the woman1.
His victory over Satan through His death and resurrection2.

Exodus 12 – The Passover Lamb
The Passover lamb, whose blood saved the Israelites from death, prefigures Jesus as the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world
(John 1:29).

The lamb was sacrificed without blemish1.
Its blood protected God's people from death2.
Jesus is described as "the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world" (Revelation 13:8)3.

Leviticus 16 – The Day of Atonement
The high priest’s ritual of offering a scapegoat and a sacrificed animal symbolizes Jesus' role as our High Priest and ultimate sacrifice,
bearing our sins and providing atonement.

The scapegoat bearing sins away into the wilderness1.
Jesus as the perfect High Priest offering Himself for our sins2.
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Psalm 22 – The Suffering Messiah
This psalm vividly describes suffering that closely resembles Jesus' crucifixion, including mentions of piercing, mockery, and abandonment,
and ends with a declaration of trust in God.

Details of suffering that match Jesus’ crucifixion1.
Expressions of faith amid suffering2.

Isaiah 53 – The Suffering Servant
This chapter is often called the clearest prophecy of Jesus’ suffering, death, and atonement. It describes a servant who bears our sins and is
pierced for our transgressions.

He was wounded for our transgressions1.
He bore the punishment that brought us peace2.
He was buried with the rich, fulfilling prophecy about His burial3.

Micah 5:2 – The Birthplace of the Messiah
This verse predicts the birthplace of Jesus in Bethlehem, fulfilling the prophecy of the Messiah’s humble origins.

Birth in Bethlehem, "from you will come for me one who will be ruler over Israel"1.

Types and Figures in the Old Testament Pointing to Jesus

Adam – The First Adam and the Last Adam
Paul refers to Jesus as the "last Adam" (1 Corinthians 15:45). Adam’s disobedience brought sin into the world, while Jesus’ obedience offers
salvation.

Adam’s role in the fall1.
Jesus as the mediator of new life2.



Joseph – The Savior of His People
Joseph’s life, including his betrayal by brothers, imprisonment, and rise to power, prefigures Jesus’ betrayal, death, and exaltation.

Joseph as a type of Christ’s suffering and salvation1.
His role in saving Egypt and his family2.

David – The King and the Messianic Line
King David's throne and lineage are central to Messianic prophecy, with Jesus described as the "Son of David."

Promises of an everlasting kingdom through David’s descendant1.
Jesus fulfilling the messianic expectations rooted in David’s line2.

The Significance of Seeing Jesus in the Old Testament

Fulfilling God's Promise
Recognizing Jesus in the Old Testament confirms God's faithfulness to His promises of salvation and demonstrates His plan of redemption
that spans the entire biblical narrative.

Deepening Faith and Understanding
Seeing Christ throughout Scripture enriches believers’ understanding of God's character, His love, and His plan for humanity’s salvation.

Enhancing Worship and Devotion
Understanding the Old Testament's messianic anticipations can deepen worship, inspiring gratitude and awe for God's unfolding plan
through Jesus Christ.
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Conclusion
The Old Testament is a tapestry woven with types, shadows, and prophecies that point forward to Jesus Christ. From the earliest promise in
Genesis to the detailed prophecies of Isaiah, the entire Hebrew Scriptures foreshadow and prepare for the coming Messiah. Recognizing
these connections not only enriches our understanding of Scripture but also affirms the unity and divine inspiration of the Bible. Seeing
Jesus in the Old Testament brings to life God's redemptive plan, reminding us that Jesus is the central figure who fulfills God's promises and
offers salvation to all who believe. As we study these passages, we gain a deeper appreciation for the grace and sovereignty of God, who
orchestrated history to culminate in the person and work of Jesus Christ.

Seeing Jesus in the Old Testament is a profound and often debated topic among theologians, scholars, and believers alike. It involves
exploring how the life, character, and mission of Jesus Christ are foreshadowed, symbolized, or hinted at throughout the Hebrew Scriptures
before His earthly ministry. This perspective, known as typology or Messianic prophecy, suggests that the Old Testament contains
numerous references and shadows that point forward to Jesus, providing a cohesive narrative of God's plan for salvation. As we delve into
this subject, we'll examine various ways in which Jesus appears in the Old Testament, the significance of these appearances, and the
theological implications they carry for understanding God's overarching plan.

Understanding the Concept of Seeing Jesus in the Old Testament

What Does It Mean to See Jesus in the Old Testament?
Seeing Jesus in the Old Testament involves recognizing that many passages, figures, and events prefigure or symbolize Christ. These are
not always explicit prophecies but often serve as types—foreshadowings or models of Christ’s person and work. For example, figures like
Adam, Melchizedek, and Joseph are seen as types of Christ, while certain rituals and events prefigure His ultimate sacrifice and kingship.
Features of this perspective include: - Recognizing Christ as the central figure woven throughout Scripture. - Interpreting Old Testament
narratives as pointing toward the New Testament fulfillment. - Understanding that Jesus’ identity and mission are rooted in the Hebrew
Scriptures, affirming the continuity of God's salvation plan. Pros: - Deepens understanding of Scripture as a unified story. - Enriches faith by
highlighting God's meticulous planning. - Fosters a greater appreciation for Jesus' role in salvation history. Cons: - Risk of over-interpreting
or reading into texts where no direct reference exists. - Potential neglect of the original historical and cultural contexts. - Some critics argue
it can lead to allegorical or overly symbolic interpretations.



Types and Shadows of Christ in the Old Testament

Types and Shadows Defined
In biblical theology, a "type" is an event, person, or institution in the Old Testament that prefigures a corresponding reality in the New
Testament. Shadows are symbolic images or rituals that point towards Christ’s work. Recognizing these types and shadows helps believers
see the continuity of God's redemptive plan.

Key Figures Prefiguring Jesus

Adam - The First Adam and the Last Adam
One of the earliest and most profound foreshadowings of Jesus is found in the comparison between Adam and Christ. Paul explicitly draws
this parallel in Romans 5:14-21, where Jesus is called the "Last Adam," reversing and correcting Adam’s disobedience. Features: - Adam’s
disobedience brought sin and death; Jesus’ obedience offers salvation and life. - Represents the contrast between failure and fulfillment in
God's plan. Pros: - Provides a framework for understanding Jesus as the perfect human and Savior. - Connects the origin of sin to its remedy
in Christ. Cons: - Might oversimplify complex biblical narratives. - Requires careful interpretation to avoid misapplication.

Melchizedek - The King of Righteousness
Hebrews 7 highlights Melchizedek as a type of Christ. Melchizedek is introduced in Genesis 14 as king of Salem and priest of God Most High,
offering bread and wine to Abraham. Features: - Represents eternal priesthood, unlike the Levitical priesthood. - His blessing of Abraham
signifies authority and divine endorsement. Pros: - Illuminates Jesus’ role as High Priest. - Reinforces the idea of an eternal priesthood.
Cons: - The figure is somewhat mysterious, leading to various interpretations.

Joseph - The Suffering Savior
Joseph’s story (Genesis 37-50) is often seen as a prefiguration of Jesus’ suffering, betrayal, and eventual exaltation. Features: - Jealous
brothers sell Joseph into slavery; Jesus’ betrayal by Judas. - Joseph’s rise to power and saving many parallels Christ’s resurrection and
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salvation work. Pros: - Demonstrates God's sovereignty in suffering. - Provides hope and assurance in trials. Cons: - Some may
overemphasize direct typology, losing nuanced biblical meaning.

Messianic Prophecies in the Old Testament

Prophecies About the Coming Messiah
Numerous passages explicitly or implicitly predict the coming of a Savior. Key prophecies include: - Isaiah 7:14: Virgin will conceive and
bear a son. - Isaiah 9:6-7: A child will be born who will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God. - Micah 5:2: The Messiah will be born in
Bethlehem. - Jeremiah 23:5-6: A righteous Branch from David’s line. Features: - Clear predictions about Jesus’ birthplace, mission, and
divine nature. - These prophecies serve as anchors for Christian faith. Pros: - Validate Jesus’ identity as the Messiah. - Strengthen the
confidence in biblical prophecy. Cons: - Some prophecies are debated regarding their fulfillment. - Requires careful exegesis to avoid
misinterpretation.

Events and Rituals Pointing to Jesus

The Passover and The Sacrifice
The Passover lamb in Exodus 12 is a central typology, symbolizing Jesus as the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world (John
1:29). The blood applied to the doorposts spared Israel from death, foreshadowing Christ’s atoning death. Features: - The lamb’s blood as a
symbol of salvation. - The sacrifice’s timing and method prefigure Christ’s crucifixion. Pros: - Deepens understanding of Jesus’ sacrifice. -
Connects Old Testament worship to New Testament fulfillment. Cons: - Overly literal interpretations can obscure broader spiritual
meanings.

The Bronze Serpent
In Numbers 21:4-9, Moses lifts up a serpent on a pole to heal bitten Israelites, prefiguring Jesus being “lifted up” on the cross (John
3:14-15). Features: - Signifies salvation through faith in Christ. - Represents Jesus’ atoning work for sin. Pros: - Highlights the necessity of
faith. - Demonstrates God's provision for salvation. Cons: - The typology may seem obscure without context.



Theological Significance of Seeing Jesus in the Old Testament

Continuity of Salvation History
Recognizing Jesus in the Old Testament underscores the unity of Scripture and the consistent nature of God's plan. It affirms that the story
of salvation was not a sudden revelation but a progressive unfolding. Advantages: - Enhances appreciation for biblical coherence. -
Reinforces the idea of Jesus as the central figure of Scripture. Challenges: - Can lead to overlooking the distinct contexts of Old and New
Testaments.

Encouragement and Faith Building
Seeing Jesus in the Old Testament provides believers with confidence that God's promises are sure and that history is moving towards His
divine purpose. Advantages: - Strengthens faith during trials. - Inspires worship and devotion. Challenges: - Over-reliance on typology might
overshadow the original intent of texts.

Conclusion: Embracing the Fullness of Scripture
The practice of seeing Jesus in the Old Testament is both a theological pursuit and a devotional act that enriches the believer’s
understanding of God's redemptive work. It reveals the depth and richness of Scripture, illustrating that Jesus is not merely a New
Testament figure but the fulfillment woven into every part of God's Word. While caution must be exercised to interpret these types and
prophecies responsibly, embracing the presence of Christ in the Old Testament invites believers to see the Bible as a cohesive narrative of
salvation, culminating in the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ. Ultimately, this perspective encourages a holistic reading of
Scripture that honors both its historical context and its divine unity, inspiring faith, worship, and a deeper appreciation for God's eternal
plan.
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Questions & Answers About seeing jesus in the old testament

No Question Answer

1 How is Jesus represented in the Old
Testament?

Jesus is often seen as the Messianic prophecy fulfilled through various Old
Testament scriptures, such as the promise of a Savior in Genesis 3:15 and the
figure of the suffering servant in Isaiah 53.

2 What Old Testament passages are seen as
foreshadowing Jesus?

Passages like Genesis 22 (Abraham and Isaac), the Passover lamb in Exodus 12,
and the bronze serpent in Numbers 21 are viewed as foreshadowing Jesus's
sacrifice and role in salvation.

3 How does the concept of the 'Angel of the
Lord' relate to Jesus?

The 'Angel of the Lord' appears in several Old Testament passages and is often
interpreted by Christians as a pre-incarnate appearance of Christ, known as a
Christophany.

4 Are there Messianic Psalms in the Old
Testament?

Yes, Psalms such as Psalm 22, Psalm 16, and Psalm 110 are considered Messianic
Psalms, pointing to Jesus’s suffering, resurrection, and kingship.

5 What is the significance of the 'Son of David'
in Old Testament prophecy?

The title 'Son of David' signifies the Messianic expectation that Jesus would
descend from King David, fulfilling promises of an eternal king from his lineage.

6 How does the Old Testament describe the
coming Messiah?

The Old Testament describes the Messiah as a suffering servant, a righteous
king, and a divine figure who would establish God's kingdom and bring salvation
to humanity.

7 Is there a connection between Melchizedek
and Jesus in the Old Testament?

Yes, Melchizedek, the priest-king in Genesis 14 and Psalm 110, is seen as a type
or foreshadowing of Jesus’s priestly and kingly roles.

8 What role do the sacrificial systems in the Old
Testament play in seeing Jesus?

The sacrificial system, especially the Passover lamb and Day of Atonement
sacrifices, are viewed as foreshadowing Jesus's ultimate sacrifice for sin.

9 How do New Testament writers connect Old
Testament scriptures to Jesus?

New Testament writers frequently quote or reference Old Testament scriptures to
demonstrate how Jesus fulfilled Messianic prophecies and God's promises in the
Old Testament.

Old Testament messianic prophecies, Jesus in Hebrew scriptures, Christ in the Torah, Old Testament types of Jesus, Messianic verses in
Psalms, Jesus fulfillment in Isaiah, biblical shadows of Christ, Jesus foreshadowed in Genesis, Old Testament Jesus images, prophetic
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