All Commands In Ms Dos

All Commands in MS-DOS MS-DOS (Microsoft Disk Operating System) was one of the
most influential operating systems in the early days of personal computing. It provided a
command-line interface (CLI) that allowed users to perform a wide range of tasks through
specific commands. Although modern Windows systems have largely replaced MS-DOS
with graphical user interfaces, understanding the various MS-DOS commands remains
valuable for troubleshooting, system management, and learning about the fundamentals of
operating systems. In this comprehensive guide, we will explore all commands in MS-DOS,
detailing their functions, syntax, and usage examples. Whether you're a beginner or an
experienced user, this article aims to serve as a complete reference for MS-DOS
commands.

Introduction to MS-DOS Commands

MS-DOS commands are textual instructions executed via the command prompt. These
commands facilitate file management, system configuration, disk operations, and more.
They are typically entered after opening the command prompt window, which can be
accessed by typing ‘cmd’ in Windows or booting into MS-DOS mode. The commands are
categorized based on their functionality, such as file management, disk operations, system
configuration, and troubleshooting.

File and Directory Management Commands
These commands are fundamental for managing files and folders within MS-DOS.

DIR

- Purpose: Displays a list of files and subdirectories in a directory. - Syntax: 'DIR
[drive:][path][filename] [/A] [/B] [/S] [/P]" - Example: 'DIR C:\Documents’

CD (Change Directory)

- Purpose: Changes the current directory. - Syntax: ~CD [drive:][path]" - Example: 'CD
\Users\John"

MD / MKDIR (Make Directory)

- Purpose: Creates a new directory. - Syntax: “MD [drive:][path]” or "MKDIR [drive:][path]
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- Example: "MD NewFolder’

RD / RMDIR (Remove Directory)

- Purpose: Deletes a directory. - Syntax: "RD [drive:][path]’ or "'RMDIR [drive:][path] -
Note: Directory must be empty before deletion. - Example: 'RMDIR OldFolder’

DEL / ERASE

- Purpose: Deletes one or more files. - Syntax: *DEL [drive:][path][filename] [/P] [/F] [/S]
[/Q]1 [/A]" - Example: 'DEL .txt /Q°

COPY

- Purpose: Copies files from one location to another. - Syntax: *COPY [source] [destination]
- Example: “COPY file.txt D:\Backup"

XCD

- Purpose: Changes the current drive. - Syntax: " XCD [drive:]" - Example: "XCD D:"

REN (Rename)

- Purpose: Renames a file or files. - Syntax: 'REN [old filename] [new filename] - Example:
"REN oldname.txt newname.txt’

RENAME

- Alias for: REN

File Viewing and Editing Commands

These commands allow users to view, create, or edit files directly via the command line.

TYPE

- Purpose: Displays the contents of a text file. - Syntax: "TYPE [filename] - Example: "TYPE
report.txt’

EDIT

- Purpose: Opens a simple text editor to create or modify text files. - Note: Available in MS-
DOS with certain versions or via DOS editors.



COPY CON

- Purpose: Creates a new file by inputting text directly from the console. - Syntax: *COPY
CON [filename] - Usage: After typing content, press 'CTRL+Z" then Enter to save.

Disk and Drive Management Commands
These commands help manage disks, partitions, and drives.

FORMAT

- Purpose: Formats a disk for use with MS-DOS. - Syntax: "FORMAT [drive:] [/Q] [/U] [/Y] -
Warning: Erases all data on the disk. - Example: 'FORMAT D:"

DISKCOPY

- Purpose: Copies the entire contents of one floppy disk to another. - Syntax: ' DISKCOPY
[drivel:][drive2:]" - Example: ' DISKCOPY A: B:’

CHKDSK

- Purpose: Checks a disk for errors and displays status. - Syntax: “CHKDSK [drive:] [/F]
[/R]" - Example: "CHKDSK C: /F"

ATTRIB

- Purpose: Displays or changes file attributes. - Syntax: "ATTRIB [+R|-R] [+A]|-A] [+S]-S]
[+H|-H] [filename] - Example: "ATTRIB +H secret.txt’

FDISK

- Purpose: Creates, deletes, or modifies disk partitions. - Note: Typically used in MS-DOS
for partition management.

System and Configuration Commands

Commands to configure system settings and manage system files.

SYS

- Purpose: Copies system files to a disk to make it bootable. - Syntax: “SYS [drive:] -
Example: "SYS A:"
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MSCDEX

- Purpose: Loads the CD-ROM extensions. - Syntax: 'MSCDEX /D:driver - Note: Used for
CD-ROM support in MS-DOS.

CONFIG.SYS & AUTOEXEC.BAT

- Purpose: Configuration files that set system parameters and initialize the system at
startup.

VER

- Purpose: Displays the version of MS-DOS. - Syntax: "VER®

DATE

- Purpose: Displays or sets the system date. - Syntax: 'DATE"

TIME

- Purpose: Displays or sets the system time. - Syntax: " TIME"

MEM

- Purpose: Displays memory usage. - Syntax: MEM"

LABEL

- Purpose: Creates, changes, or deletes the volume label of a disk. - Syntax: " LABEL [drive:]
[label]” - Example: "'LABEL C: MyDrive"

Network and Communication Commands
MS-DOS included commands for simple network and communication tasks.

NET

- Purpose: Manages network resources and configurations. - Examples: "NET USE", "NET
SHARE"

COMP

- Purpose: Compares the contents of two files or sets of files. - Syntax: 'COMP



[drivel:][path1] [drive2:]1[path2] [/A] [/L] [/N=number] [/C] [/U]" - Example: ‘COMP file1.txt
file2.txt’

PING

- Purpose: Tests network connectivity. - Syntax: "PING [hostname or IP]" - Note: Available
in later MS-DOS versions with networking support.

Batch and Script Commands

Commands that assist in scripting and automating tasks.

CALL

- Purpose: Calls one batch program from another. - Syntax: “CALL [batchfile]’

EXIT

- Purpose: Exits the current batch script or command processor.

PAUSE

- Purpose: Suspends processing and displays a message. - Syntax: 'PAUSE"

REM

- Purpose: Adds comments in batch files. - Syntax: "'REM [comment]

Other Useful MS-DOS Commands

These miscellaneous commands are useful in various scenarios.

HELP

- Purpose: Provides help information for MS-DOS commands. - Syntax: ' HELP [command]

CLS

- Purpose: Clears the command prompt screen. - Syntax: "CLS"

EXIT

- Purpose: Closes the command prompt window or exits batch scripts.
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SET

- Purpose: Displays, sets, or removes environment variables. - Syntax: "'SET
[variable=value]

PATH

- Purpose: Displays or sets the command search path. - Syntax: "PATH [path]

PROMPT

- Purpose: Changes the command prompt appearance. - Syntax: ' PROMPT [text]

Conclusion

Understanding all commands in MS-DOS equips users with the ability to manage files,
disks, and system settings efficiently through the

Comprehensive Guide to All MS-DOS Commands: Navigating the Command Line with
Precision

The MS-DOS commands form the backbone of early personal computing, offering users a
powerful way to manage files, execute programs, and control system functions through
text-based input. Although modern Windows operating systems have largely replaced MS-
DOS with graphical interfaces, understanding these commands remains essential for
system administrators, vintage computing enthusiasts, and anyone interested in the roots
of PC computing. This guide provides an in-depth, structured overview of all MS-DOS
commands, elaborating on their usage, options, and practical applications.

Understanding MS-DOS and Its Command Structure

MS-DOS (Microsoft Disk Operating System) is a command-line operating system that uses
simple text commands to perform complex tasks. Commands are entered at the command
prompt, typically "C:\>", and can be combined with various switches and parameters to
tailor their behavior.

Each command generally follows this structure:
COMMAND [parameters] [switches]

For example:

DIR /P

Here, DIR" lists directory contents, and /P’ is a switch that pauses output after each



screen.

Core MS-DOS Commands: An Extensive Breakdown

Below is a categorized, detailed look at all MS-DOS commands, including their functions,

syntax, and examples.

1.

File and Directory Management Commands

These commands are fundamental for handling files and directories within MS-DOS.

DIR

1.
2.
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Purpose: Lists the contents of a directory.

Syntax: "DIR [drive:][path][filename] [/A[[:]attributes]] [/B] [/C] [/D] [/L] [/N] [/OI[[:]sort]]
[/Q1 [/R] [/S] [/TI[:1TimeField]] [/W] [/X] [/4]

Description: Shows all files and subdirectories in the current or specified directory.
Common switches:

/P : Pauses after each screen of output.

"/W: Wide list format.

/S’ : Includes all subdirectory contents.

"/O": Orders output (e.g., /O:N" for name).

'/Q’: Displays file ownership.

Example: "DIR C:\Documents /P’

COPY

1
2
3

4.

5

6.

7

Purpose: Copies files from one location to another.

Syntax: “COPY [source] [destination]

Description: Supports copying multiple files, wildcards, and can append files.
Common switches:

*/V': Verifies copied files.

/Y : Suppresses prompting to overwrite files.

Example: "COPY .txt D:\Backup®

XCOPY

1.
2.

Purpose: Extended copy command supporting directories and attributes.
Syntax: 'XCOPY source [destination] [/A | /M] [/D[:datel] [/P] [/S] [/E] [/V] [/W1 [/C] [/1]
[/Q1 [/F]1 [/L]1 [/G] [/H]1 [/R] [/T] [/U] /K] [/N1 [/O1 /X1 [/Y] [/ZT

3. Description: Copies directories, including subdirectories, with more options.
4.
5
6

Common switches:
"/E": Copies all subdirectories, including empty ones.
"/H : Copies hidden and system files.
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7. /T": Assumes destination is a directory.
8. /Y : Suppresses confirmation prompts.
9. Example: ' XCOPY C:\Projects D:\Backup /E /H"

DEL (or ERASE)

. Purpose: Deletes files.

. Syntax: 'DEL [drive:][path] [filename] [/P] [/F] [/Q] [/S] [/AT

. Description: Deletes specified files, with options for confirmation and force.
. Common switches:

. /F": Force deletion of read-only files.
. /S : Deletes specified files from subdirectories.

1
2
3
4
5. '/Q": Quiet mode, no prompts.
§)
7
8. Example: "DEL .tmp /Q°

MD (or MKDIR)

1. Purpose: Creates a new directory.
2. Syntax: MD [drive:][path]’
3. Example: "MD C:\NewFolder’

RD (or RMDIR)

Purpose: Removes a directory.

Syntax: "RD [drive:][path]

Description: Deletes directories, which must be empty unless /S™ switch is used.
Example: 'RMDIR C:\OldFolder /S

i

1. File Viewing and Editing Commands

These commands help in viewing, editing, and managing text files.

TYPE

1. Purpose: Displays the contents of a text file.
2. Syntax: "TYPE [drive:][path]filename’
3. Example: "TYPE C:\Report.txt’

EDIT

Purpose: Opens a simple text editor.

Note: Available in MS-DOS versions supporting it or in Windows command prompt.
Usage: Launches an editor window for editing files.

Example: "EDIT C:\Notes.txt

Ll



1. System and Disk Operations

Commands that interact with disks, manage system configurations, or perform low-level
operations.

FORMAT

1. Purpose: Prepares a disk for use by erasing all data and creating a file system.
2. Syntax: 'FORMAT [drive:] [/Q] [/XT

3. Description: Formats a disk; use with caution.

4. Example: 'FORMAT D:’

CHKDSK

1. Purpose: Checks the disk for errors and displays a report.

2. Syntax: 'CHKDSK [drive:] [parameters]

3. Common switches:

4. " /F : Fixes errors.

5. '/R": Locates bad sectors and recovers readable information.
6. /V : Verbose output.

7. Example: 'CHKDSK C: /F /R’

SYS

1. Purpose: Transfers system files to a disk, making it bootable.
2. Syntax: " SYS [drive:]
3. Example: "SYS A:"

DISKCOPY

1. Purpose: Copies entire disks.
2. Syntax: DISKCOPY [drivel:][drive2:]"
3. Example: "DISKCOPY A: B:"

1. Disk and Drive Management

Commands to view and manage disk drives.

LABEL

1. Purpose: Creates, changes, or deletes a disk label.
2. Syntax: LABEL [drive:] [label]’
3. Example: "LABEL C: "Work Disk""

VOL
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1. Purpose: Displays the volume label and serial number.
2. Syntax: "VOL [drive:]’
3. Example: "VOL C:’

1. Directory and File Search
Commands to locate files or text within files.
FIND

1. Purpose: Searches for text within files.
2. Syntax: FIND "string" [drive:][path]
3. Example: "FIND "Error" C:\Logs\'

TREE

Purpose: Graphically displays the directory structure.
Syntax: ‘'TREE [drive:][path] [/F] [/A]

Description: Shows a visual tree of directories and files.
Example: "TREE C:\ /F"

Ll o

1. System Information and Configuration
Commands to view and configure system settings.

MEM

1. Purpose: Displays system memory information.
2. Syntax: MEM"
3. Example: "MEM /C" (shows high and conventional memory)

VER

1. Purpose: Displays the current MS-DOS version.
2. Syntax: VER®
3. Example: "VER®

DATE

1. Purpose: Displays or sets the system date.
2. Syntax: DATE"
3. Example: Enter new date when prompted.

TIME

1. Purpose: Displays or sets the system time.



2. Syntax: TIME"
3. Example: Enter new time when prompted.

1. Batch Files and Automation

Commands for scripting and automating tasks.

RENAME (REN)

1. Purpose: Renames files.
2. Syntax: REN [drive:][path]filenamel filename2"
3. Example: "REN old.txt new.txt’

TYPE
1. Used in batch files to display file contents or for conditional processing.
1. Networking and Communications (Limited in MS-DOS)

While MS-DOS has limited networking capability, certain commands support
communication.

NET

1. Purpose: Manages network resources (in supported environments).
2. Syntax: NET command’
3. Examples: NET USE", "NET SHARE"

1. Miscellaneous Commands

Other useful commands for specific tasks.

PROMPT

1. Purpose: Changes the command prompt appearance.
2. Syntax: PROMPT [text]
3. Example: 'PROMPT $P$G" (displays current drive and ">")

CLS

1. Purpose: Clears the screen.
2. Syntax: CLS®

EXIT
1. Purpose: Exits MS-DOS or command prompt window.

2. Syntax: EXIT"
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Practical Tips for Using MS-DOS Commands

1. Always double-check commands, especially ' FORMAT", "DEL

Questions & Answers About all commands in ms dos

N Question Answer
o

1 | What are some basic MS-DOS | Common navigation commands in MS-DOS include
commands used for 'DIR' to list directory contents, 'CD' to change
navigation? directories, and 'MD' or 'MKDIR' to create new

directories.

2 | How can I display the You can use the 'TYPE' command followed by the
contents of a file using MS- filename to display the contents of a file in MS-DOS.
DOS? For example, 'TYPE filename.txt'.

3 | What command is used to The 'DEL' or 'ERASE' command is used to delete files
delete files in MS-DOS? in MS-DOS. For example, 'DEL filename.txt'.

4 | How do I copy files between Use the 'COPY' command followed by the source file
directories in MS-DOS? and the destination. For example, 'COPY file.txt

D:\Folder\'.

5 Can I format a disk using MS- | Yes, the 'FORMAT' command is used to format disks

DOS commands? in MS-DOS. For example, 'FORMAT A:' to format the
floppy disk drive A:.

6 | What command allows me to | MS-DOS does not natively support process listing
see all running processes or like modern systems. However, in Windows
tasks in MS-DOS? Command Prompt, 'TASKLIST' can be used, but in

pure MS-DOS, task management is limited. For
advanced task management, Windows environments
provide tools like 'Task Manager'.

MS-DOS commands, DOS command list, command prompt commands, MS-DOS syntax,

DOS batch commands, command line instructions, DOS utilities, command functions,

command overview, MS-DOS shortcuts
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