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William Hendriksen New Testament Commentary The William Hendriksen New Testament
Commentary series is a distinguished collection of biblical commentaries that has significantly
impacted biblical scholarship and spiritual formation for decades. Authored by the renowned biblical
scholar William Hendriksen, these commentaries are celebrated for their theological depth, exegetical
precision, and practical application. Whether you are a theologian, pastor, student, or lay reader,
Hendriksen’s works remain a valuable resource for understanding the New Testament in its original
context and contemporary relevance.

Overview of William Hendriksen’s Life and Scholarship

Biographical Background

William Hendriksen (1900-1982) was a Dutch-born American biblical scholar and professor at Calvin
Theological Seminary. Renowned for his rigorous exegesis and unwavering commitment to biblical
authority, Hendriksen dedicated his life to biblical studies, translating complex theological concepts
into accessible language for a broad audience.

Academic and Theological Contributions
Hendriksen’s scholarly work is characterized by:

Deep engagement with biblical languages (Greek and Hebrew)
Commitment to Reformed theology

Focus on Christ-centered interpretation of Scripture

Clear, concise, and practical commentary style
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His influence extends through numerous writings, but his New Testament Commentary Series remains
his most prominent legacy.

The William Hendriksen New Testament Commentary
Series: An Overview

Scope and Content

The series covers all the books of the New Testament, providing:

Historical background
Exegesis of Greek texts
Theological insights
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Practical applications for modern readers

Hendriksen’s approach emphasizes the unity of Scripture, Christocentric interpretation, and the
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importance of understanding the original cultural and linguistic context.

Key Features of the Series

The series is distinguished by:

Thorough Exegesis: Detailed analysis of Greek words and phrases to uncover original meanings.
Theological Depth: Clear articulation of doctrinal principles rooted in biblical text.

Practical Application: Guidance for living out faith based on biblical teachings.

Accessible Language: While scholarly, Hendriksen maintains readability for lay audiences.
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Notable Volumes and Their Significance
Some key volumes in the series include:

1. Romans: A comprehensive explanation of Paul’'s theological masterpiece, emphasizing salvation and
grace.

2. Acts: An exploration of the early church and the spread of Christianity.

3. John: A profound look at the identity of Christ and the nature of eternal life.

4. Revelation: An interpretative approach that balances historical context with prophetic insight.

Strengths of William Hendriksen’s Commentaries

Biblical Accuracy and Exegesis

Hendriksen’s command of biblical languages allows him to delve deeply into the original texts,
providing nuanced interpretations that often challenge superficial readings. His exegesis is
characterized by:

1. Attention to grammatical details
2. Consideration of historical and cultural backgrounds
3. Engagement with other scholarly opinions

Theological Clarity and Reformed Perspective

Hendriksen’s writings are rooted in Reformed theology, emphasizing the sovereignty of God, salvation
by grace through faith, and the centrality of Christ. This perspective informs his interpretation, making
his commentaries particularly valuable for readers seeking a theologically consistent understanding of
the New Testament.

Practical and Pastoral Application

Beyond academic insights, Hendriksen’s commentaries are known for their practical guidance. They
help readers:

1. Apply biblical principles to daily life
2. Strengthen faith and spiritual growth
3. Develop a deeper understanding of Christian doctrine



Balanced and Respectful Approach

Hendriksen respects differing scholarly opinions while maintaining confidence in biblical authority. His
balanced approach makes his commentaries reliable for both academic study and devotional reading.

How to Use William Hendriksen’s Commentaries
Effectively

For Personal Study
Readers can use Hendriksen’s commentaries to:

1. Gain a detailed understanding of biblical texts
2. Reflect on theological themes
3. Enhance devotional life through Scripture immersion

For Teaching and Preaching
Pastors and teachers benefit from Hendriksen’'s insights by:

1. Preparing sermons rooted in sound exegesis
2. Explaining complex passages clearly
3. Providing doctrinal depth alongside practical application

For Academic Research

Scholars and students can utilize the series as:

1. A trusted secondary source for biblical interpretation
2. A reference for understanding historical backgrounds
3. Guidance for engaging with other scholarly works

Critiques and Limitations of the Series

While highly regarded, Hendriksen’s commentaries are not without critique:

1. Some find his Reformed perspective somewhat restrictive, especially when engaging with other
theological viewpoints.

2. The series was originally published in the mid-20th century, which may mean some interpretations
could benefit from updated archaeological or linguistic discoveries.

3. His writing style, while accessible, remains scholarly, which might be challenging for absolute
beginners.

Despite these limitations, the overall scholarly rigor and theological consistency make the series a
valuable resource.

Where to Access William Hendriksen’s Commentaries

© sandbox.xylemappliedwater.com William Hendriksen New Testament Commentary 3



Print Editions

The series is available through various Christian bookstores, publishers like Baker Academic, and online
retailers such as Amazon.

Digital Formats

Many volumes are available in e-book formats, making them accessible for modern readers who prefer
digital study tools.

Libraries and Seminary Collections

Academic institutions and theological libraries often hold copies of Hendriksen’s commentaries,
providing opportunities for in-depth research.

Conclusion

The William Hendriksen New Testament Commentary series remains a cornerstone in biblical exegesis
and theological study. Its meticulous scholarship, theological depth, and practical insights make it an
invaluable resource for anyone seeking a deeper understanding of the New Testament. Whether used
for personal devotion, sermon preparation, or academic research, Hendriksen’s works continue to
influence generations of Christians and scholars alike. Engaging with his commentaries invites readers
into a richer, more accurate comprehension of Scripture, ultimately fostering a closer relationship with
God’s Word and its divine truths.

William Hendriksen New Testament Commentary is a highly regarded series of biblical commentaries
that have significantly influenced evangelical biblical scholarship and expository preaching since their
inception. Known for their thoroughness, theological depth, and accessible style, these volumes have
become essential resources for pastors, scholars, students, and dedicated lay readers seeking a deeper
understanding of the New Testament texts. Hendriksen’s work exemplifies a commitment to biblical
accuracy, historical context, and practical application, making the series a cornerstone in evangelical
biblical commentaries.

Overview of William Hendriksen's New Testament
Commentary Series

William Hendriksen (1882-1964), a Dutch-born theologian and professor, dedicated much of his
academic career to biblical exegesis and systematic theology. His New Testament commentary series,
originally published in the mid-20th century, covers the entire New Testament, providing detailed
expositions of each book. The series is characterized by its careful textual analysis, theological insight,
and pastoral tone. The commentaries are widely appreciated for their balanced approach—grounded in
solid scholarship yet accessible enough for the serious lay reader. They are typically structured
chapter-by-chapter, with a focus on explaining the biblical text, its historical background, and its
contemporary relevance. Hendriksen’s work integrates linguistic insights, historical context, and
theological reflection, making each volume a comprehensive guide to understanding the New
Testament.



Key Features of the Series

Thorough Biblical Exegesis

- Hendriksen's commentaries are renowned for their meticulous analysis of the Greek text. - Each verse
and phrase is examined in detail, often referencing original language nuances. - This approach helps
readers grasp the subtleties of the biblical texts and their intended meanings.

Theological Depth

- The series emphasizes core evangelical doctrines such as salvation, Christology, and the nature of the
church. - Hendriksen’s theology is conservative and Reformed, providing a consistent interpretive lens
throughout. - The commentary balances historical-critical insights with doctrinal commitments,
avoiding overly skeptical or overly literal extremes.

Practical Application

- Each volume aims to bridge the gap between academic analysis and practical faith. - Hendriksen
often concludes sections with reflections on how the biblical message applies today. - This makes the
series especially useful for preaching and teaching ministries.

Clarity and Accessibility

- Despite its scholarly rigor, Hendriksen’s writing remains clear and engaging. - The language is
designed to be understandable for lay readers, students, and pastors alike.

Historical and Cultural Context

- The commentaries provide background on the historical setting of each book, enhancing
interpretative accuracy. - Insights into Jewish customs, Greco-Roman culture, and early church
practices are included.

Strengths and Benefits

Comprehensive Coverage

- The series spans the entire New Testament, offering a unified resource for biblical study. - It allows
readers to develop a consistent interpretive framework across different books.

Solid Scholarship

- Hendriksen’s expertise in Greek and biblical history lends authority to his expositions. - The
commentaries cite relevant scholarly works, providing a rich academic foundation.
Reformed Perspective

- For those aligned with Reformed theology, the series offers doctrinal coherence. - It upholds the
authority of Scripture, the sovereignty of God, and the centrality of Christ.
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Preaching and Teaching Utility

- The practical insights and clear explanations make these commentaries valuable tools for sermons
and lessons.

Enduring Relevance

- Despite their age, Hendriksen’s commentaries remain relevant due to their doctrinal stability and
exegetical depth.

Limitations and Criticisms

Age of Publication

- Many volumes were published in the mid-20th century, so some interpretations may lack the insights
of contemporary biblical scholarship. - Certain cultural and archaeological findings discovered since
then are not incorporated.

Limited Engagement with Critical Scholarship

- Hendriksen’s approach tends to favor traditional evangelical perspectives, sometimes resisting critical
or alternative interpretations. - Readers seeking a more critical or pluralistic view of biblical texts might
find the series somewhat conservative.

Volume Coverage and Accessibility

- While comprehensive, some volumes are dense and lengthy, which may be daunting for casual
readers. - The series assumes a basic familiarity with biblical languages and concepts.
Availability and Cost

- Older editions can be hard to find or expensive, though reprints are sometimes available. - The cost
may be prohibitive for some lay readers or small churches.

Comparison with Other Commentaries

Versus The New International Commentary Series

- Hendriksen’s work is generally more pastoral and accessible, whereas the NIC series offers more
recent, critical scholarship. - The NIC series tends to incorporate the latest archaeological and textual
discoveries.

Versus The Expositor’s Bible Commentary

- Both series are evangelical, but Hendriksen often provides more detailed linguistic analysis. - The
Expositor’s series may include broader scholarly perspectives, sometimes at the expense of theological
clarity.



Versus The Pillar New Testament Commentary

- The Pillar series offers a more recent and ecumenical approach, while Hendriksen’s remains more
doctrinally conservative. - Hendriksen’s commentaries are often praised for their pastoral tone.

Ideal Users and Recommendations

Pastors and Preachers

- Useful for sermon preparation due to its practical insights and detailed explanations. - Recommended
for those who want to stay rooted in biblical exegesis while maintaining doctrinal clarity.
Students of Theology and Biblical Studies

- Serves as an excellent resource for understanding biblical texts within a conservative evangelical
framework. - Its comprehensive nature makes it suitable for academic research.

Lay Readers and Bible Enthusiasts

- The accessible language and practical focus make it suitable for serious lay readers seeking to
deepen their understanding.

Scholars Interested in Historical Context

- Its detailed background information is valuable for those studying the cultural and historical setting of
the New Testament.

Conclusion

The William Hendriksen New Testament Commentary series stands out as a classic evangelical
resource that combines scholarly rigor with pastoral warmth. Its detailed exegesis, theological clarity,
and practical application make it a valuable addition to any biblical library. While some limitations stem
from its age and conservative orientation, these do not diminish the series’ enduring influence and
usefulness. For those committed to a Reformed, evangelical understanding of Scripture, Hendriksen's
commentaries remain a trusted source for deep, faithful engagement with the New Testament.
Whether for preaching, teaching, or personal study, this series continues to serve as a beacon of sound
biblical interpretation rooted in historical faithfulness.

Questions & Answers About william hendriksen new
testament commentary

No Question Answer
1 What is the focus of William William Hendriksen's New Testament commentary series
Hendriksen's New Testament aims to provide detailed, evangelical, and accessible
commentary series? expositions of New Testament texts, emphasizing
theological insight and practical application.
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Which New Testament books are
covered in William Hendriksen's
commentary series?

Hendriksen's series covers a wide range of New Testament
books, including Matthew, Mark, Luke, John, Acts, Romans,
Corinthians, Galatians, Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians,
Thessalonians, Timothy, Titus, Philemon, Hebrews, James,
Peter, John, and Revelation.

How is William Hendriksen's
approach to biblical interpretation
characterized?

Hendriksen's approach is characterized by rigorous
exegesis, theological depth, historical context
consideration, and a commitment to evangelical orthodoxy,
making his commentaries both scholarly and pastorally
useful.

Are William Hendriksen's New
Testament commentaries suitable
for lay readers?

Yes, Hendriksen's commentaries are well-regarded for their
clarity and accessibility, making them suitable for both
scholars and lay readers seeking a deeper understanding of
the New Testament.

What distinguishes William
Hendriksen's commentary from
other New Testament
commentaries?

Hendriksen's commentary is distinguished by its concise yet
thorough exposition, emphasis on Christ-centered
interpretation, and its evangelical theological perspective,
which appeals to a broad audience.

Is William Hendriksen's
commentary series still relevant
for modern biblical studies?

Yes, Hendriksen's commentary remains relevant due to its
solid theological foundation, careful exegesis, and its focus
on applying biblical truths to contemporary faith and life.

Where can | access William
Hendriksen's New Testament
commentaries?

William Hendriksen's commentaries are available in print
through various publishers, as well as in digital formats on
platforms like Logos Bible Software, and can often be found
in theological libraries or online bookstores.

What is the recommended order
for studying William Hendriksen's
New Testament commentaries?

A recommended approach is to study the commentaries in
the order of the New Testament books, starting with the
Gospels, then Acts, Pauline epistles, General epistles, and
Revelation, to gain a comprehensive understanding of the
New Testament narrative and theology.

William Hendriksen, New Testament commentary, biblical commentary, Hendriksen New Testament,
biblical scholar, New Testament studies, biblical exegesis, Christian theology, biblical interpretation,
biblical commentaries, New Testament scholars
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