Motley Crue Kickstart My Heart Tab

Motley Crue Kickstart My Heart Tab is a highly sought-after piece for guitar enthusiasts and
fans of the legendary hard rock band Motley Crue. This iconic song, released in 1986 as part of
their album "Shout at the Devil," is celebrated for its energetic riffs, fast-paced solos, and
powerful rhythm. Mastering the "Kickstart My Heart" tab not only enhances your guitar skills but
also allows you to capture the essence of 80s glam metal. Whether you're a beginner eager to
learn or an advanced player aiming to perfect your performance, understanding the intricacies of
this tab is essential. In this comprehensive guide, we'll explore everything you need to know about
the "Kickstart My Heart" tab, including the song's background, detailed tab notation, playing tips,
and practice strategies.

Understanding the Background of "Kickstart My Heart"

The Band and Song Significance

"Kickstart My Heart" is one of Motley Crue's most popular hits, known for its high-energy riffs
and electrifying guitar work. Written by Nikki Sixx, the song was inspired by his near-fatal heroin
overdose in 1986 and reflects themes of revival and adrenaline rush. The song's fast tempo and
intense guitar parts make it a favorite among guitar players seeking to challenge their skills.

Why Learn the "Kickstart My Heart" Tab?

Learning this tab offers several benefits:

Improves speed and dexterity with fast-paced riffs
Enhances understanding of metal guitar techniques
Develops precision in playing complex solo sections
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Boosts confidence in performing energetic rock songs

Breaking Down the "Kickstart My Heart" Guitar Tab

Overview of the Song Structure
The song features several sections:

Intro Riff

Main Verse Riffs
Pre-Chorus
Chorus
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Guitar Solo
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6. Outro

Each part demands specific techniques and attention to detail.

Intro Riff Tab

The iconic intro sets the tone for the song. Here’s the tab in standard notation: e|| B|| G|| D|| A|-7-
-6--4--5-| E|--0--0--0--0-| Notes: - The intro uses palm muting and alternate picking. - The rapid
hammer-ons and pull-offs create the energetic feel.

Main Verse Riff Tab

This riff establishes the groove: e|| B|| G|| D|-9--7--5--4-| A|--7--5--3--2-| E|| Playing Tips: - Keep a
steady rhythm. - Use downstrokes for power. - Pay attention to muting unused strings.

Chorus Tab

The chorus is more melodic and involves bending: e|| B|--12b14--12-| G|-14b16--14-| D|-14-| A|| E||
Playing Tips: - Focus on accurate bends. - Use vibrato to add expressiveness.

Guitar Solo Tab

The solo features fast runs and whammy bar techniques: e|--15-14-15p14--15-16-15-14-| B|-17-15-
-17-15--| G|| D|| Al| E|| Tips: - Practice slowly, gradually increasing speed. - Use alternate picking.
- Incorporate vibrato and bends for authenticity.

Techniques Essential for Playing "Kickstart My Heart"

Alternate Picking

This technique involves picking each note in an alternating up-and-down motion, critical for fast
riffs.

String Bending and Vibrato

Used extensively in the chorus and solo, these techniques add emotion and authenticity.

Hammer-Ons and Pull-Offs

Common in the intro and solo sections to create fluidity and speed.

Palm Muting

Creates a muted, percussive sound vital in the main riffs.



Whammy Bar Techniques

Adds dramatic pitch shifts, especially in the solo.

Practicing the "Kickstart My Heart" Tab Effectively

Step-by-Step Practice Strategy

Familiarize with the song structure by listening to the original track multiple times.
Break down the tab into sections: intro, verse, chorus, solo, and outro.

Start slow with metronome support, focusing on accuracy.

Gradually increase tempo as comfort improves.

Use looping techniques to master difficult passages.

Apply techniques correctly: focus on clean bends, precise muting, and smooth transitions.
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Record and review your practice sessions to identify areas for improvement.

Additional Tips for Mastery

Practice daily, even if for short periods.

Use a mirror or video recordings to check hand positioning.

Incorporate ear training to develop a better sense of pitch and timing.

Experiment with effects such as distortion and delay to emulate the original sound.
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Resources for Learning and Mastering the "Kickstart My
Heart" Tab

Guitar Tablature Websites

1. Ultimate Guitar
2. Guitar Pro

3. Songsterr

Video Lessons and Tutorials

1. YouTube channels dedicated to rock guitar techniques

2. Official guitar lesson platforms offering step-by-step tutorials
Recommended Equipment

1. Guitar: Electric guitar with high gain/distortion
2. Amplifier: Suitable for heavy metal tones
3. Effects: Distortion, delay, and wah pedals
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https://www.ultimate-guitar.com/
https://www.guitarpro.com/
https://www.metrolyrics.com/

4. Accessories: Capo, tuner, and metronome

Conclusion

Mastering the "Motley Crue Kickstart My Heart" tab is a rewarding challenge that can
significantly improve your guitar playing skills. From understanding the song's background to
practicing techniques like alternate picking, bending, and muting, every step brings you closer to
performing this electrifying track with confidence. Remember to take your time, break down the
song into manageable sections, and consistently practice. With dedication and patience, you'll be
able to deliver a powerful rendition that captures the spirit of Motley Crue. Happy shredding!

Motley Crue Kickstart My Heart Tab: A Comprehensive Guide for Guitar Enthusiasts
Introduction

"Kickstart My Heart" by Motley Crue is one of the band's most iconic tracks, celebrated for its
high-energy riffs, infectious melodies, and electrifying guitar work. For aspiring guitarists and
seasoned players alike, mastering the song's tab offers both a rewarding challenge and an
opportunity to enhance technical skills. This guide delves deeply into the "Kickstart My Heart"
tab, exploring it from multiple angles—from the song's historical significance to detailed
breakdowns of the guitar parts, techniques involved, and tips for mastering the tab.

The Significance of "Kickstart My Heart" in Motley Crue's Discography

Before diving into the tab itself, understanding the song's context enriches the learning
experience.

Historical Background

1. Released in 1989 on the album Dr. Feelgood, "Kickstart My Heart" became one of Motley
Crue's signature songs.

2. Inspired by Vince Neil's near-fatal heroin overdose and subsequent recovery, the song's
energetic vibe captures themes of revival and adrenaline.

3. Its fast-paced riffs and memorable chorus make it a staple in rock and glam metal playlists.

Musical Style and Influence

1. Exemplifies late '80s glam metal with heavy riffs, melodic hooks, and virtuosic guitar solos.
2. The song combines high-speed tremolo picking, palm muting, and expressive bends, making it a
comprehensive workout for guitarists.

Overview of the Guitar Tab for "Kickstart My Heart"

The tab for "Kickstart My Heart" encompasses various sections, including the main riff, verse
parts, chorus, and the iconic guitar solo. Here's a broad overview:

1. Main Riff: The song's backbone, played with rapid alternate picking and palm muting.



2. Verse: Slight variations on the main riff, maintaining energy and rhythm.
3. Chorus: Power chords with strategic embellishments.
4. Guitar Solo: Fast-paced licks, bends, and vibrato techniques.

Note: For best results, listen to the original track repeatedly to internalize the timing and feel
before engaging with the tab.

Deep Dive into the Main Riff
Technical Breakdown

The main riff is characterized by its relentless tempo and aggressive style. It is typically played in
the key of G minor.

Standard Tuning: E A D G B e (E standard tuning)
Tempo: Approximately 155-160 bpm

Tab Representation

ell

B

Gl|

D||
Al--5--5--5--5--3--3--3--3--2--2--2--2--0--0--0--0--|
E||

Repeat with variations for added energy.
Techniques Required

Alternate Picking: Maintain consistency for speed.
Palm Muting: Emphasizes the percussive attack.
String Skipping: Adds flavor and complexity.
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Muting and Release: To accentuate rhythm.
Practice Tips

1. Start slow, ensuring clean note articulation.
2. Gradually increase tempo, maintaining accuracy.
3. Use a metronome to stay consistent.

Exploring the Verse and Chorus
Verse Section

The verse riffs are variations of the main riff, adding rhythmic complexity.
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1. Incorporate slides between notes for a more authentic feel.
2. Use hammer-ons and pull-offs to facilitate fast transitions.

Sample Tab:

ell

B

Gl|

D|--5h7--5--5h6--5-|

Al-3--3-|

E||

Chorus Section

The chorus involves power chords and simple melodic lines.

1. Power chords like G5, D5, A5, and E5 form the basis.
2. Use vibrato and aggressive strumming to match the song's energy.

Sample Power Chord Progression:

el

B||

G|
D|--5--7--2|
A--5--5--0~]
E|--3-|

The Guitar Solo: Mastering the Fast-Paced Licks
Overview

The solo is a highlight, showcasing technical prowess with rapid picking, bends, and expressive
vibrato.

Techniques Involved

1. Alternate Picking: For speed.

2. String Bends: To add emotion.

3. Vibrato: To sustain notes.

4. Pull-offs and Hammer-ons: For fluidity.

Breakdown of Key Licks



Sample Lick:
el|-12b14r12-|
B|-12--12-|
G|-11h13--11h13-|
D

All

E||

Tips for Mastery:

1. Practice each lick slowly, focusing on clarity.
2. Use a metronome to build speed gradually.
3. Emulate the original tone with appropriate amp settings, including high gain and reverb.

Advanced Techniques and Expressive Playing
To truly capture the spirit of "Kickstart My Heart," incorporate expressive techniques:

Bending and Vibrato: For soulful bends, aim for precise pitch.
Palm Muting: Adds rhythmic punch, especially in riffs.
Tremolo Picking: For the fast runs, keep your picking hand relaxed to avoid fatigue.
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Sweep Picking: Optional for certain fast arpeggios.
Equipment and Tone Tips for Covering the Song
Achieving the authentic tone involves specific gear settings:

Guitar: Gibson Les Paul or similar humbucker-equipped guitar.
Amplifier: High-gain amp with a bright, compressed tone.
Effects:

Reverb for spaciousness.

Overdrive/distortion for distortion.

Possibly a wah pedal for expressive solos.
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Pickup Selection: Bridge humbuckers for a bright, aggressive sound.
Practice Strategy for Mastering the Tab
1. Segment Practice:

1. Break down the song into sections.
2. Master each part individually before combining.

1. Slow Practice:

1. Use a slow tempo to focus on accuracy.
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2. Gradually increase the speed.
1. Use of Metronome:

1. Keep timing precise.
2. Practice with a click to develop rhythm.

1. Record and Analyze:

1. Record your practice sessions.
2. Compare with the original track for nuances.

1. Consistency:

1. Dedicate daily practice time.
2. Focus on both technique and musicality.

Common Challenges and How to Overcome Them

1. Speed and Accuracy: Build speed gradually; prioritize clean notes.
2. Bending and Vibrato: Practice bending exercises separately.

3. Timing in the Solo: Use slow-mo recordings to analyze timing.

4. Hand Fatigue: Incorporate proper warm-ups and rests.

Conclusion

Mastering the "Kickstart My Heart" tab opens up a world of technical and expressive guitar
playing. It combines speed, precision, and emotional depth, making it a rewarding piece for any
guitarist. By understanding each section in detail—from the energetic main riff to the blistering
solo—and employing disciplined practice strategies, players can faithfully reproduce this iconic
track. Remember, patience and persistence are key. Keep refining your technique, listen closely
to the original recording, and let the song inspire you to push your guitar skills to new heights.

Final Tips

1. Always tune your guitar accurately before practicing.

2. Study live performances for additional nuances.

3. Incorporate the song into your regular practice routine for sustained improvement.

4. Have fun with it! Playing "Kickstart My Heart" is as much about expression as technical
mastery.

Happy shredding!

Questions & Answers About motley crue kickstart my



heart tab

mistakes to avoid when playing
'Kickstart My Heart' tab?

N Question Answer
o

1 What is the tuning required to The song is typically played in standard tuning (EAD G
play 'Kickstart My Heart' by B e), but some versions may use drop D tuning for
Motley Crue on guitar? certain parts. It's best to verify the version you're

learning from.

2 | Where can I find the accurate You can find accurate tabs on popular guitar tab
tab for 'Kickstart My Heart'? websites like Ultimate Guitar, Songsterr, or by

purchasing official sheet music from authorized sources.

3 | Are there any specific Yes, the song features fast palm-muted riffs, slides, and
techniques used in the energetic power chords. Pay attention to the timing and
'Kickstart My Heart' tab that I precision of palm muting to capture the song's drive.
should focus on?

4 | Canl learn 'Kickstart My Heart' | While the song has some fast riffs, with practice and
by Motley Crie as a beginner? patience, beginners can learn simplified versions or

sections of the song. Start slow and gradually increase
speed.

5 What is the main riff in the The main riff is a fast-paced sequence of power chords
'Kickstart My Heart' tab? and palm-muted notes that drive the song's energetic

intro and verses. It’s characterized by its quick tempo
and aggressive sound.

6 How can I improve my accuracy | Practice slowly at first, focusing on clean notes and
when playing the 'Kickstart My | timing. Use a metronome to stay in rhythm and
Heart' tab? gradually increase the tempo as you become more

comfortable.

7 | Are there video tutorials Yes, many guitar instructors on YouTube offer step-by-
available for playing 'Kickstart step tutorials that can help you learn the song's riffs and
My Heart'? techniques more effectively.

8 | What gear or guitar settings are | A guitar with a high-gain amp setting or distortion pedal
recommended for playing helps achieve the heavy sound. Use a pick with a firm
'Kickstart My Heart'? grip for aggressive strumming and picking techniques.

9 Can I find a simplified version of | Yes, many tab sites offer simplified or beginner versions
the 'Kickstart My Heart' tab for | of the song, which focus on the main riffs and chords to
practice? help you learn gradually.

10 | What are some common Avoid rushing the notes, neglecting palm muting, and

not paying attention to timing. Practice slowly, focus on
clean transitions, and build up to the song's tempo.

Motley Crue, Kickstart My Heart, guitar tab, rock song tab, 80s rock, glam metal, guitar lesson,

sheet music, rock anthem, Vince Neil
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