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Derringer Pistol 1972 22 Caliber
Single Shot Plans

derringer pistol 1972 22 caliber single shot plans have captured the interest of
firearm enthusiasts, collectors, and hobbyists alike. This classic design embodies
simplicity, reliability, and craftsmanship, making it a popular project for those interested
in firearm assembly and historical weaponry. Whether you're a seasoned gunsmith or a
hobbyist eager to learn about firearm construction, understanding the plans for a 1972
22 caliber single shot derringer provides valuable insight into firearm design and
manufacturing.

Understanding the Derringer Pistol: An Overview

What Is a Derringer Pistol?

A derringer is a small, easily concealable handgun typically designed for close-range self-
defense. Its compact size makes it ideal for concealed carry, and its design has remained
relatively consistent over the years. The 1972 models, in particular, are notable for their
classic styling and straightforward construction, making them popular among firearm
builders.

The Significance of the 1972 Model

The 1972 derringer pistols are part of a lineage that emphasizes simplicity and utilitarian
function. They often feature a single-shot mechanism, meaning they are loaded with one
round at a time, which reduces complexity and enhances reliability. The 22 caliber is
favored for its manageable recoil, affordability, and suitability for target shooting or small
game hunting.

Key Components of the 1972 22 Caliber Single Shot
Derringer

Major Parts and Their Functions

Understanding the parts involved is essential when planning to build or restore a
derringer pistol. Here are the main components:

Frame: The main body of the firearm that houses other components.1.
Barrel: The tube through which the bullet exits; in a 22 caliber derringer, typically2.
short and robust.



Hammer: Strikes the firing pin to ignite the primer.3.
Firing Pin: The component that strikes the primer to fire the cartridge.4.
Trigger Mechanism: Activates the firing process.5.
Loading Gate / Opening: The part that allows loading and unloading the cartridge.6.

Materials Used in Construction

The 1972 plans generally specify using durable, high-quality materials to ensure safety
and longevity:

Steel: Usually used for the frame, barrel, and firing components for strength and1.
durability.
Wood or Synthetic Grips: For handling comfort and aesthetic appeal.2.
Firing Pin and Internal Components: Made from hardened steel to withstand3.
repeated use.

Design and Planning Considerations

Blueprint and Technical Drawings

Creating a precise plan for a derringer pistol involves detailed technical drawings that
specify dimensions, tolerances, and assembly sequences. These plans should include:

Side views of the entire firearm1.
Cross-sectional diagrams illustrating internal mechanisms2.
Exploded views showing how parts fit together3.
Material specifications and heat treatment guidelines4.

Legal and Safety Considerations

Building a firearm at home involves legal responsibilities. Always consult local, state, and
federal laws before attempting to make or modify a firearm. Safety should be
paramount—use appropriate tools, wear safety gear, and ensure your workspace is
secure.

Step-by-Step Guide to Building the 22 Caliber Derringer

1. Gathering Materials and Tools

Before starting, assemble everything you need:

Steel sheets or bars (for frame, barrel, firing pin)1.
Hardened steel for internal parts2.
Drill press and metalworking tools3.
Files, sanders, and polishing tools4.
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Measuring instruments (calipers, micrometers)5.
Shooting safety equipment and testing range6.

2. Fabricating the Frame

Start by cutting and shaping the steel to form the main body. Use the plans to ensure
precise dimensions. The frame must accommodate the barrel, firing mechanism, and
trigger assembly.

3. Machining the Barrel

The barrel should be drilled to the appropriate caliber (22 caliber) with accuracy. Proper
rifling is optional in derringer designs but can enhance accuracy. Ensure the bore is
smooth and free of obstructions.

4. Assembling the Firing Mechanism

Construct the hammer and firing pin assembly, ensuring smooth operation. The trigger
must reliably engage the hammer without excessive play.

5. Fitting and Assembly

Assemble all parts according to the plans, verifying alignment and function at each step.
Use precision tools to ensure tight tolerances.

6. Finishing and Safety Testing

Finish the surface with polishing or bluing for corrosion resistance. Conduct thorough
safety tests—dry firing, checking for proper trigger reset, and ensuring no accidental
discharges occur.

Historical Context and Collectibility

The Evolution of Derringers

Derringer pistols originated in the 19th century, often associated with figures like Jesse
James and used for personal defense. The 1972 models reflect a period where
craftsmanship was still highly valued, and firearms were often handmade or assembled
with care.

Collecting 1972 Derringer Pistols

Original or well-reproduced 1972 models are highly sought after by collectors. Their value
depends on condition, originality, and provenance. Building a replica or restoring an
existing piece can also be a rewarding project.



Conclusion: Embracing the Craftsmanship of the 1972
22 Caliber Derringer

Planning and constructing a derringer pistol based on 1972 plans is both a technical
challenge and a homage to firearm history. It requires precise craftsmanship, attention to
detail, and a commitment to safety. Whether you're interested in firearm design,
historical reenactment, or hobbyist gunsmithing, understanding these plans opens the
door to appreciating a classic firearm design that has stood the test of time. Always
remember to prioritize safety and legality in all your firearm-related endeavors.

Derringer Pistol 1972 22 Caliber Single Shot Plans have long captured the interest of
firearm enthusiasts, hobbyists, and those seeking a compact, reliable handgun. This
classic design embodies simplicity, portability, and historical significance, making it a
popular choice for collectors and firearm builders alike. In this comprehensive review, we
will delve into the origins of the 1972 Derringer plans, explore the technical details,
discuss the pros and cons, and provide insights into the construction and usage of this
iconic firearm.

Historical Context and Overview of the 1972 Derringer
Pistol

The Derringer pistol, originally associated with the late 19th and early 20th centuries,
gained notoriety as a small, easily concealable firearm. The 1972 plans for a .22 caliber
single-shot Derringer are rooted in this tradition but reflect a period of renewed interest
in crafting your own firearms, especially in the early 1970s when firearm regulations were
evolving and DIY firearm building became more accessible. The 1972 Derringer plans are
a set of detailed blueprints and instructions that enable an individual to construct a
functional single-shot pistol using readily available materials and tools. The choice of a
.22 caliber cartridge aligns with the firearm’s intended role as a backup weapon or a tool
for small game hunting and target practice.

Design and Technical Specifications

Overall Design Philosophy

The 1972 Derringer is designed with simplicity and efficiency in mind. Its single-shot
mechanism minimizes the number of moving parts, reducing potential points of failure
and making it easier for an amateur gunsmith to assemble. The compact size ensures
high portability and ease of concealment.
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Key Technical Features

- Caliber: .22 Long Rifle (LR) - Operation: Break-action single shot - Material: Typically
steel for the barrel and frame, with wooden or polymer grips - Barrel Length: Usually
between 2 to 3 inches - Overall Length: Approximately 4 to 5 inches - Weight: Around 1 to
1.5 pounds - Sights: Simple fixed sights for quick acquisition - Safety Features: Basic
manual safety or transfer bar safety depending on the plan

Construction Materials and Tools Needed

- Steel stock or bar stock for the barrel and frame - Wood or synthetic material for grips -
Welding or riveting tools - Drilling and machining equipment - Finishing supplies such as
bluing solution or paint

Step-by-Step Construction Overview

Constructing a Derringer pistol as per the 1972 plans involves several key steps:

1. Designing and Cutting Components

The builder begins by drafting or following provided blueprints. The main components
include the barrel, frame, trigger mechanism, and firing pin. Precision cutting and shaping
are essential for proper function.

2. Machining and Fitting

Machining involves drilling, boring, and fitting parts together with tight tolerances. The
barrel must align perfectly with the chamber, and the firing pin must reliably strike the
primer.

3. Assembling the Action

Assemble the trigger, firing pin, and hammer mechanisms. The single-shot nature
simplifies the process, but safety and reliability are critical.

4. Finishing

Apply protective finishes such as bluing or parkerizing to prevent rust. Attach grips and
perform a thorough safety check before testing.

Pros and Cons of the 1972 Derringer Plans

Pros

Compact and Concealable: Small size makes it easy to carry discreetly.1.



Simple Mechanism: Fewer parts mean easier assembly and maintenance.2.
Cost-Effective: Materials and tools are generally affordable, making it accessible for3.
hobbyists.
Historical Appeal: Builds a connection to traditional firearm craftsmanship.4.
Customization Potential: Builders can modify grips, finishes, and sights according to5.
preference.

Cons

Limited Range and Power: The .22 caliber single shot is suitable for close-range use1.
but not for long-distance shooting.
Recoil and Safety Risks: Single-shot designs require cautious handling, especially for2.
inexperienced builders.
Legal Considerations: Building firearms at home can be subject to complex legal3.
regulations depending on jurisdiction.
Durability and Reliability: Homemade firearms may lack the durability of factory-4.
produced guns, especially if not machined precisely.
Potential for Error: Assembling a firearm without professional training can lead to5.
safety hazards if not done correctly.

Advantages of the Single-Shot Design

The single-shot Derringer's simplicity offers several advantages: - Ease of Maintenance:
Fewer moving parts mean less that can go wrong. - Safety: When properly constructed,
single-shot firearms have fewer accidental discharge risks. - Cost Efficiency: Reduced
manufacturing complexity lowers cost. - Historical Authenticity: Maintains the vintage feel
and design ethos of early Derringer models.

Legal and Safety Considerations

Building a firearm at home, even for personal use, involves strict legal considerations that
vary by jurisdiction. It is imperative to: - Check local, state, and federal laws regarding
home-built firearms. - Obtain any necessary permits or licenses. - Ensure that the firearm
is tested in a safe environment. - Use proper safety gear during construction. - Recognize
that home-assembled firearms may not meet factory safety standards and should be
handled with extra caution.

Practical Uses and Applications

The 1972 Derringer plans cater to a variety of practical applications: - Personal Defense:
Its small size makes it an easily concealable backup weapon. - Hunting: Suitable for small
game or pest control at close range. - Collection and Hobby: Ideal for firearm enthusiasts
interested in DIY projects or historical reproductions. - Educational Purposes: Learning
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about firearm mechanics and engineering.

Final Thoughts and Recommendations

Constructing a Derringer pistol based on the 1972 plans offers a rewarding experience for
those interested in firearms craftsmanship. Its straightforward design makes it an
accessible project for hobbyists with basic machining skills. However, due regard must be
paid to safety, legality, and proper handling. While it’s not suited for high-powered
applications or long-range shooting, its nostalgic appeal and functional simplicity make it
a noteworthy project for collectors, enthusiasts, and DIY firearms builders. Key
Takeaways: - The 1972 Derringer plans are a valuable resource for those interested in
building a compact, reliable single-shot pistol. - Proper attention to detail during
construction ensures safety and functionality. - Always prioritize safety, legality, and
responsible handling when building and using homemade firearms. - The combination of
historical significance and DIY appeal makes this project a unique addition to any firearm
enthusiast's portfolio. In conclusion, the Derringer Pistol 1972 22 Caliber Single Shot Plans
encapsulate a blend of craftsmanship, history, and practicality, offering a rewarding
challenge for the dedicated builder and a reliable tool for discreet personal defense or
hobbyist collection.

Questions & Answers About derringer pistol 1972 22
caliber single shot plans

N
o

Question Answer

1 What are the key features of
the 1972 Derringer pistol in
22 caliber?

The 1972 Derringer pistol in 22 caliber is a compact,
single-shot firearm known for its simplicity,
lightweight design, and ease of concealment. It
typically features a smooth bore, basic metal
construction, and a straightforward firing
mechanism.

2 Are there available plans or
blueprints for building a 1972
22 caliber Derringer pistol?

Yes, detailed plans and blueprints for constructing a
1972 22 caliber Derringer pistol can often be found
in vintage firearm manuals, online firearm
enthusiast forums, or specialized plans websites.
However, manufacturing firearms at home may be
illegal in some jurisdictions, so always check local
laws.

3 What safety considerations
should be taken into account
when handling or building a
22 caliber Derringer pistol?

Safety is paramount; always ensure the firearm is
unloaded before handling, use proper protective
equipment, and work in a safe, controlled
environment. When building or modifying firearms,
adhere strictly to legal regulations and consult
knowledgeable professionals to prevent accidents.



4 Is it legal to build a 1972
Derringer pistol from plans in
2023?

The legality of building a firearm from plans varies
by country, state, or locality. In many jurisdictions,
manufacturing a firearm at home without proper
licensing is illegal. Always consult local laws and
regulations before attempting to build or assemble
a firearm.

5 How accurate and reliable is
a home-built 22 caliber
Derringer pistol based on
1972 plans?

The accuracy and reliability depend on the quality
of the plans, materials used, and craftsmanship.
Properly built, it can function reliably for short-range
shooting, but homemade firearms may lack the
precision and durability of factory-produced models.

6 What materials are
recommended for
constructing a 22 caliber
Derringer pistol using 1972
plans?

Typically, high-quality steel or alloy steel is
recommended for critical components like the
barrel and frame, with suitable heat treatment for
strength. Non-structural parts can be made from
durable, heat-resistant materials, but safety and
durability should always be prioritized.

7 Are there modern
modifications or
improvements to the original
1972 Derringer plans?

Yes, enthusiasts and firearms designers have
developed modern modifications such as improved
grip ergonomics, safety features, and updated
materials. However, any modifications should
maintain safety standards and comply with legal
requirements.

8 What are the historical and
collectible values of the 1972
Derringer pistol in 22 caliber?

The 1972 Derringer in 22 caliber is considered a
vintage firearm and may have collectible value
among enthusiasts, especially if in good condition
or with original parts. Its historical significance
relates to its classic design and place in firearm
history.

9 Can I find community support
or resources for building a 22
caliber Derringer pistol from
1972 plans?

Yes, online forums, firearm enthusiast communities,
and DIY gunsmithing groups often share resources,
advice, and support for building or restoring vintage
firearms like the 1972 Derringer. Always prioritize
safety and legal compliance when engaging in such
projects.

derringer pistol, 1972, 22 caliber, single shot, gun plans, firearm blueprint, pistol design,
firearm schematics, small caliber handgun, DIY gun project
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