Come From Away Script

come from away script is a detailed and compelling screenplay that captures the
essence of the hit musical "Come From Away." This script serves as a foundational piece
for actors, directors, and enthusiasts eager to understand the narrative, character
development, and thematic elements of this powerful theatrical production. Whether
you're a student studying the play, a performer preparing for a role, or a fan looking to
deepen your appreciation, exploring the "Come From Away" script offers invaluable
insights into its storytelling artistry and historical significance.

Understanding the "Come From Away" Script

The "Come From Away" script is a theatrical adaptation based on real events that
unfolded in the wake of September 11, 2001. It recounts the extraordinary story of 38
planes that were ordered to land unexpectedly in the small town of Gander,
Newfoundland, and the remarkable kindness shown by the local residents to stranded
passengers. The script intricately weaves together multiple character perspectives,
creating a tapestry of human resilience, compassion, and community.

Origins and Development of the Script

The script was developed by a team led by the creators Irene Sankoff and David Hein,
who conducted extensive interviews with Gander residents and 9/11 survivors. This
authentic approach ensures the script's authenticity and emotional depth. The process
involved: - Research and Interviews: Gathering real stories from those directly affected. -
Collaborative Writing: Combining personal narratives into a cohesive narrative. -
Workshops and Revisions: Testing scenes with actors and refining dialogue for clarity and
impact.

Structure of the "Come From Away" Script

The script is structured to reflect the multiple perspectives and timelines involved in the
story. Its key structural elements include: - Multiple Character Perspectives: Each scene
often features different characters, providing diverse viewpoints. - Interwoven Timelines:
The narrative shifts between the immediate aftermath of the planes' landing and the
subsequent days, highlighting ongoing human stories. - Musical Elements: The script
incorporates musical cues and lyrics, blending dialogue with song to deepen emotional
resonance.
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Key Elements and Themes in the "Come From Away"
Script

Understanding the core elements of the script helps appreciate its depth and purpose.
The major themes include compassion, community, resilience, and hope.

Major Characters and Their Roles

While the script features a broad cast, some key characters include: - Hannah: A Gander
resident who becomes a central figure in welcoming stranded travelers. - Ali: A young girl
whose innocence provides a poignant perspective on the events. - Captain Beverley Bass:
A pilot caught in the chaos, representing the airline crew's experience. - Annette: A local
Gander woman offering hospitality and support. Each character's dialogue and songs
reveal their personal journey, fears, and acts of kindness.

Core Themes Explored in the Script

The script emphasizes several powerful themes: - Kindness and Humanity: Small acts of
kindness transform lives during crises. - Community and Connection: The town's residents
come together to support strangers. - Resilience in Adversity: Characters demonstrate
strength amid uncertainty and fear. - Hope and Optimism: Despite tragedy, the story
highlights hope for a better tomorrow.

How to Use the "Come From Away" Script

Whether for educational purposes, theatrical performances, or personal enrichment,
understanding how to utilize the script enhances its impact.

For Performers and Actors

- Character Analysis: Study each character's dialogue and songs to understand their
motivations. - Memorization Tips: Break scenes into sections, focusing on emotional
beats. - Emotional Connection: Engage with the real stories behind the script to bring
authenticity to performances.

For Directors and Educators

- Scene Selection: Choose key scenes that highlight major themes for performances or
study. - Discussion Points: Use the script to facilitate conversations about kindness,
resilience, and community. - Staging and Interpretation: Explore creative staging options
to bring the narrative to life effectively.



For Fans and Audiences

- Deepen Appreciation: Read the script alongside watching the musical to understand
storytelling techniques. - Historical Context: Use the script as a window into the events of
9/11 and the aftermath. - Discussion and Reflection: Engage in conversations about the
themes portrayed in the script.

SEO Optimization Tips for "Come From Away" Script
Content

To maximize visibility and reach audiences searching for information on the "Come From
Away" script, consider these SEO strategies: 1. Use Targeted Keywords: - come from
away script - come from away musical script - come from away script PDF - come from
away script analysis - come from away script characters - come from away script
download 2. Incorporate Relevant Tags and Meta Descriptions: - "Explore the full "Come
From Away" script, including character breakdowns, themes, and scene analysis." -
"Learn about the origins, structure, and key elements of the "Come From Away" musical
script." 3. Optimize Content Structure: - Use clear headings (h2, h3) for easy navigation. -
Include bullet points and lists for key information. - Embed relevant keywords naturally
within the text. 4. Provide Downloadable Resources: - Offer links to official script PDFs or
excerpts (where legally permissible). - Create supplementary content like scene
breakdowns or character guides. 5. Engage with Related Content: - Link to reviews,
interviews with creators, and performance videos. - Encourage comments and discussions
to increase engagement.

Where to Find the "Come From Away" Script

Official scripts are typically available through licensing agencies or theatrical publishers.
For those interested in a legal and high-quality version, consider: - Samuel French /
Concord Theatricals: Offers authorized script copies for theatrical production. - Official
"Come From Away" Website: Provides information about licensing and resources. -
Educational Resources: Some schools and theaters provide access to scripts for study
purposes. Note: Unauthorized copies or PDFs may infringe on copyrights; always seek
official sources.

Conclusion

The "Come From Away" script is a testament to the power of storytelling rooted in real-
life events. Its vivid characterizations, heartfelt themes, and emotional depth make it an
essential piece for anyone interested in contemporary musical theatre. Whether you're
preparing to perform, study, or simply appreciate the story, understanding the script's
nuances enriches your connection to this remarkable production. By exploring its
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structure, themes, and character dynamics, you gain a deeper appreciation for the
resilience and compassion that define "Come From Away." Embracing this script not only
enhances theatrical knowledge but also reminds us of the enduring human spirit in times
of crisis.

Come From Away script is a compelling piece of theatrical writing that captures the
human spirit, compassion, and resilience in the face of unexpected tragedy. As a powerful
musical based on real events, the script weaves together multiple characters’
perspectives, offering audiences a heartfelt glimpse into how a small town in
Newfoundland became a sanctuary for thousands of stranded travelers following the
September 11, 2001 attacks. This review delves into the script’s structure, themes,
character development, and overall impact, providing a comprehensive analysis for both
theater enthusiasts and newcomers alike.

An Overview of the Come From Away Script

The Come From Away script is a masterful example of storytelling through dialogue,
song, and scene description. It functions as a blueprint for the stage production, outlining
character interactions, musical cues, and emotional beats. The script’s primary goal is to
evoke empathy and understanding, illustrating how ordinary people respond in
extraordinary circumstances. The narrative is non-linear in some parts, shifting
perspectives among residents of Gander and the arriving passengers, which creates a
layered storytelling experience. The script balances humor and heartbreak, emphasizing
themes of community, kindness, and the unifying power of shared human experiences.
Its structure allows for dynamic staging, enabling actors to embody diverse roles and
emotions seamlessly.

Structure and Format of the Script

The Come From Away script is divided into scenes that alternate between the town of
Gander and the arriving airline passengers. These scenes are often punctuated with
musical numbers, which serve to heighten emotional resonance and deepen character
development. Features of the script include: - Dialogue-driven narrative: Rich
conversations reveal individual backstories, fears, and hopes. - Musical integration: Lyrics
and melodies are embedded within the script, providing rhythm and reinforcing themes. -
Stage directions: Clear instructions guide actors on movement, tone, and emotional
delivery. - Multiple viewpoints: The script shifts perspectives, allowing the audience to
see the event from various angles. - Humor and levity: Despite the seriousness of the
events, the script incorporates moments of humor to reflect human resilience. Pros: -
Engages audiences emotionally through authentic storytelling. - Offers flexibility in
staging and performance styles. - Allows actors to explore a wide range of characters and
emotions. Cons: - The musical elements require singers with strong vocal ability. - The



non-linear structure may challenge some actors or directors to maintain clarity.

Themes Explored in the Come From Away Script

The script is a fertile ground for exploring profound themes that resonate universally: 1.
Human Connection and Compassion At its core, the script celebrates kindness in the face
of adversity. Characters, both residents and travelers, demonstrate empathy, opening
their homes and hearts. The script emphasizes that compassion is a universal language
that can bridge divides. 2. Resilience and Hope Despite the chaos and fear, the
characters in the script find ways to stay hopeful. Songs and dialogues depict their
journey from panic to perseverance, illustrating that hope can emerge even in the
darkest times. 3. Community and Unity The small town of Gander transforms into a
microcosm of global unity. The script highlights how crises can bring out the best in
people, fostering connections that transcend backgrounds and nationality. 4. The Power
of Storytelling By weaving individual stories into a collective narrative, the script
underscores the importance of shared history and memory. It encourages audiences to
reflect on their own capacity for kindness. Pros: - Inspires empathy and understanding. -
Demonstrates the impact of community support. - Promotes reflection on societal values.
Cons: - Might oversimplify complex emotional reactions for theatrical effect. - Risk of
sentimentality if not handled delicately.

Character Development and Dialogue

The strength of the Come From Away script lies in its nuanced characters. Each
character, whether a resident of Gander or a stranded passenger, is crafted with depth
and authenticity. The dialogue is naturalistic, often imbued with humor and vulnerability,
making characters relatable. Notable characters include: - Gander residents: They display
warmth, practicality, and resilience. - Passengers: They range from anxious and fearful to
hopeful and grateful. - Airport staff: They serve as anchors, providing stability and
leadership. The script allows actors to delve into complex emotional states, balancing
comedic timing with poignant moments. The dialogues often serve as vehicles for
storytelling, revealing backstories, personal philosophies, and evolving relationships.
Features: - Rich character backstories woven into dialogue. - Use of dialects and
colloguialisms to add authenticity. - Moments of vulnerability that deepen character arcs.
Pros: - Facilitates strong performances. - Encourages actors to connect deeply with their
roles. - Enhances audience engagement through relatable dialogue. Cons: - Extensive
character list may challenge cast management. - Some dialogues may require careful
delivery to avoid sentimentality.

Musical Elements and Integration into the Script

The Come From Away script integrates musical numbers seamlessly into the storytelling.
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These songs are not mere interludes but are essential narrative devices that express
emotion, summarize plot points, or highlight thematic elements. Key features include: -
Songs that reflect characters’ internal states, e.g., hope, fear, gratitude. - Musical cues
embedded within dialogue, allowing for smooth transitions. - Lyrics crafted to
complement spoken words, enhancing storytelling. The musical numbers are accessible
yet emotionally powerful, making the script suitable for a broad audience. They serve to
unify diverse storylines, creating a collective emotional journey. Pros: - Elevates
emotional impact. - Reinforces key themes and character development. - Enhances
audience engagement through music. Cons: - Requires skilled composers and performers.
- Musical complexity may extend rehearsal times.

Impact and Reception of the Come From Away Script

The Come From Away script has received widespread acclaim for its heartfelt storytelling
and positive message. Critics praise its ability to balance humor and tragedy, creating a
compelling narrative that appeals to diverse audiences. Audience reactions often
highlight: - The script’s authenticity and emotional depth. - Its capacity to inspire
reflection on kindness and community. - The memorable characters and storytelling style.
The script’s success has led to numerous productions worldwide, further cementing its
status as a modern theatrical classic. Pros: - Inspires hope and unity. - Suitable for diverse
audiences. - Offers rich material for educational and community theater. Cons: - Some
critics feel the script simplifies complex emotions. - The emotional intensity may be
overwhelming for sensitive audiences.

Conclusion: Is the Come From Away Script Worth
Exploring?

The Come From Away script stands out as a testament to the resilience of the human
spirit and the power of kindness. Its well-crafted structure, compelling characters, and
integration of music create a theatrical experience that is both moving and uplifting.
While it demands skilled performers and thoughtful staging, the emotional rewards for
audiences are substantial. For theater practitioners, the script offers a rich canvas for
storytelling, character exploration, and musical expression. For audiences, it provides a
poignant reminder that in moments of crisis, humanity can shine brightest. Key
Takeaways: - The script effectively balances humor, heartbreak, and hope. - It
emphasizes universal themes of community and compassion. - Its musical elements
enhance storytelling without overshadowing the narrative. - It is adaptable for various
production sizes and settings. In conclusion, the Come From Away script is a powerful
piece of theater that continues to resonate deeply with audiences, making it a must-
explore for anyone interested in stories of resilience, human connection, and the
transformative power of kindness.



Questions & Answers About come from away script

Question

Answer

What is the 'Come From
Away' script about?

The 'Come From Away' script tells the true story of
how the small town of Gander, Newfoundland,
welcomed thousands of stranded airline passengers
after 9/11, highlighting themes of kindness,
community, and resilience.

Where can | find the official
'‘Come From Away' script for
reading or study?

The official script is available for purchase through
licensed publishers and may be included in
authorized play anthologies or educational
resources. For legal and accurate versions, check
with the show's official website or authorized
distributors.

Are there any notable
differences between the
‘Come From Away' script and
the musical's performed
version?

While the core story remains the same, scripts often
differ slightly from the performed version due to
stage adaptations, director choices, and updates.
Scripts provide the dialogue and stage directions,
but the actual performance may include variations.

Can students or educators
use the ‘Come From Away'
script for classroom
purposes?

Yes, educators can use the script for educational
purposes, but they should ensure they have the
appropriate rights or permissions. Many educational
institutions incorporate the script into lessons about
history, community, or theatre.

What are some key themes
explored in the 'Come From
Away' script?

The script explores themes of compassion,
community, hospitality, resilience in the face of
tragedy, and the power of human connection during
times of crisis.

Is the 'Come From Away'
script suitable for beginner
actors or new theatre
groups?

Yes, the script is designed to be accessible and can
be adapted for various production sizes and
experience levels, making it suitable for beginner
actors and community theatre groups.

How can | get a copy of the
'‘Come From Away' script for
a local production?

You can request the script through licensed
theatrical publishers or contact the show's licensing
agency, such as Music Theatre International, to
obtain performance rights and scripts for local
productions.

Come From Away script, musical script, Come From Away lyrics, Come From Away
characters, Come From Away cast, Come From Away production, Come From Away
dialogue, Come From Away musical scenes, Come From Away script PDF, Come From
Away script download
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