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9 To 5 The Musical Script

9 to 5 the musical script is a vibrant adaptation of the beloved 1980 film that has
captured the hearts of audiences worldwide. This musical brings to life a humorous and
inspiring story about three women who stand up against their oppressive boss and fight for
workplace fairness, empowerment, and friendship. In this article, we delve deep into the
details of the 9 to 5 musical script, exploring its origins, key themes, characters, and what
makes it a must-see production for theater enthusiasts and newcomers alike.

Origins and Development of the 9 to 5 Musical Script

From Film to Musical

The original 9 to 5 film, released in 1980, starred Dolly Parton, Jane Fonda, and Lily Tomlin
and was a comedy about three women who conspire to improve their lives at work by taking
revenge on their sexist, egotistical boss. The film's humorous yet poignant depiction of
workplace struggles resonated with audiences, becoming a cult classic. Recognizing the
potential for a theatrical adaptation, the musical was developed with a book by Patricia
Resnick, who also co-wrote the original screenplay, and music and lyrics by Dolly Parton. The
musical first premiered in 2008 at the Ahmanson Theatre in Los Angeles, eventually making
its way to Broadway in 2009.

Development Process

The development of the 9 to 5 musical script involved careful adaptation of the film’s
narrative, characters, and humor to stage. The creators aimed to preserve the film's
comedic spirit while expanding its musical elements. The script underwent several revisions
during workshops and previews, tailoring dialogue, song placement, and comedic timing to
maximize audience engagement. The collaborative process involved input from a talented
team of writers, composers, and directors, ensuring that the musical script maintained
fidelity to the original story while offering fresh perspectives suitable for live theater.

Key Themes in the 9 to 5 Musical Script

Workplace Empowerment and Gender Equality

One of the central themes woven into the 9 to 5 musical script is the struggle for workplace
fairness. The story highlights the challenges faced by women in a male-dominated



environment, emphasizing issues such as discrimination, harassment, and the need for
solidarity. The characters’ journey from frustration to empowerment underscores the
importance of standing up against injustice, making the musical both humorous and
meaningful.

Friendship and Solidarity

The script emphasizes the power of friendship among the three lead women—Violet, Judy,
and Doralee—as they unite to challenge their boss and improve their work lives. Their
camaraderie provides emotional depth and comic relief, illustrating how support and
teamwork can lead to positive change.

Humor as a Vehicle for Social Commentary

While the musical is filled with catchy songs and comedic moments, it also offers social
commentary on workplace dynamics and gender roles. The script balances humor with
messages of resilience and advocacy.

Major Characters and Their Roles in the Script

Violet Newstead

A strong, intelligent woman who is overlooked for promotion, Violet is a corporate executive
navigating her way through workplace politics. Her character embodies resilience and
leadership.

Judy Bernly

A recently divorced woman seeking independence, Judy starts as an insecure secretary but
grows into a confident professional through her journey in the musical.

Doralee Rhodes

A fun-loving, confident woman who faces workplace sexism head-on. She is often portrayed
as the humorous heart of the story, with Dolly Parton’s iconic songs highlighting her
personality.

Franklin Hart Jr.

The antagonist, a sexist, egotistical boss whose misconduct sparks the plot. His
characterization in the script provides both comedic villainy and critique.
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Notable Songs from the Musical

The 9 to 5 musical script features several memorable songs that propel the story and
develop characters. Some of the most iconic include:

“Nine to Five” – The energetic opening number that sets the tone of workplace1.
frustration.
“Shine Like the Sun” – A heartfelt ballad sung by Violet about hope and perseverance.2.
“Get Out and Stay Out” – A powerful anthem of independence sung by Judy.3.
“Backwoods Barbie” – A humorous tribute to Doralee’s confidence and personality.4.
“5 to 9” – An uplifting song highlighting the characters’ dreams beyond their daily grind.5.

These songs are integral to the script, providing emotional depth and humor while
advancing the plot.

How to Access and Study the 9 to 5 Musical Script

Official Script Publication

The official 9 to 5 musical script is published by reputable theatrical publishers and can be
purchased in print or digital formats. These scripts are valuable resources for actors,
directors, and educators aiming to stage the musical or analyze its structure.

Licensing and Performance Rights

To perform the musical, producers must obtain the appropriate licensing rights. Licensing
agencies such as MTI (Music Theatre International) handle permissions, provide scripts, and
facilitate legal performances.

Educational and Analytical Uses

The script serves as an excellent educational tool for studying musical theater, scriptwriting,
and social themes. Many theater programs incorporate 9 to 5 into their curriculum,
analyzing its dialogue, song integration, and character development.

Conclusion: Why the 9 to 5 Musical Script Continues to
Inspire

The 9 to 5 musical script is a masterful adaptation that combines humor, social commentary,
and inspiring storytelling. Its memorable characters, catchy songs, and themes of
empowerment make it a relevant and entertaining piece for audiences of all ages. Whether



you're a theater professional, student, or a casual theater enthusiast, studying the script
offers valuable insights into musical theater craft and the ongoing relevance of workplace
equality narratives. As productions continue to evolve and new audiences discover its
charm, the 9 to 5 musical remains a shining example of how music, comedy, and social
justice can come together on stage to create a powerful theatrical experience.

9 to 5 the Musical Script: An In-Depth Exploration of a Feminist Comedy Classic

Introduction: The Cultural and Artistic Significance of "9
to 5 the Musical"

"9 to 5 the Musical" stands as a vibrant testament to the enduring relevance of workplace
feminism and comedic storytelling. Loosely adapted from the 1980 film of the same name,
this musical breathes new life into the story of three working women who challenge
corporate tyranny and gender stereotypes through wit, resilience, and camaraderie. The
musical script, authored by Patricia Resnick—who co-wrote the film’s screenplay—and the
talented composer Dolly Parton, offers a compelling mix of humor, social commentary, and
heartfelt emotion. This article delves into the intricacies of the "9 to 5" musical script,
exploring its themes, structure, character development, and the ways it captures the
zeitgeist of workplace gender dynamics. Whether you're a theatre aficionado, a feminist
scholar, or a casual fan, understanding the script’s layers enriches appreciation for this
modern musical classic.

Origins and Adaptation: From Screen to Stage

The Birth of the Original Film

Released in 1980, "9 to 5" starred Dolly Parton, Jane Fonda, and Lily Tomlin, and directed by
Colin Higgins. The film was a satirical take on gender inequality, office harassment, and
corporate corruption, resonating with audiences and critics alike. Its humor and social
critique made it an ideal candidate for adaptation into a musical.

The Transition to the Stage

The musical adaptation premiered in Los Angeles in 2008 before moving to Broadway in
2009. Patricia Resnick, who co-wrote the original screenplay, collaborated with Dolly Parton
to craft the script, ensuring the story retained its comedic tone and social message. The
musical script integrates new songs, expanded character arcs, and additional storylines to
suit the theatrical medium.
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Structural Elements of the Script

Format and Style

The script of "9 to 5 the Musical" adheres to traditional musical theatre conventions,
blending dialogue, song, and choreography. Written in a screenplay style but with musical
notation and lyrical cues, the script balances comedic timing with emotional depth. Its tone
oscillates between satire and sincerity, often shifting swiftly to reflect the characters’
internal struggles and external conflicts.

Act Structure and Pacing

The musical is typically divided into two acts, each with a distinct narrative focus: - Act I:
Introduces the three protagonists—Violet, Judy, and Doralee—and their oppressive work
environment. It establishes their personal grievances and dreams for a better life,
culminating in the plan to confront their boss, Franklin Hart Jr. - Act II: Centers on the
execution of their scheme, the unintended consequences, and eventual empowerment. This
act emphasizes transformation, friendship, and justice. The script maintains a brisk pace,
punctuated with humorous exchanges, musical numbers, and moments of introspection,
ensuring audience engagement from start to finish.

Character Development and Dialogue

Violet Newstead

The corporate VP of HR, Violet is portrayed as a seasoned professional battling ageism and
sexism. Her dialogue reflects wisdom, resilience, and a touch of cynicism, often serving as
the voice of reason. Her character arc involves reclaiming her confidence and asserting her
authority.

Judy Bernly

A newly divorced woman seeking independence, Judy’s dialogue showcases vulnerability,
hope, and comedic naivety. Her songs reveal her inner transformation from a meek,
overlooked employee to a self-assured woman.

Dolores "Doralee" Rhodes

The boss’s secretary and the comedic heart of the musical, Doralee’s dialogue combines
sass and warmth. Her character challenges stereotypes about women in the workplace and
embodies empowerment.



Franklin Hart Jr.

The antagonist, his dialogue is characterized by condescension, arrogance, and
manipulativeness. His interactions highlight the systemic sexism and abuse of power
prevalent in the story.

Supporting Characters

Characters like Joe, the naive but kind-hearted co-worker, and Roz, the office gossip, add
layers of humor and realism. Their dialogues serve to expand the workplace universe and
highlight different facets of office culture.

Themes and Social Commentary

Feminism and Empowerment

At its core, the script champions women’s empowerment. The characters’ dialogues often
reference gender roles, workplace inequality, and the importance of solidarity. The musical
underscores that collective action can lead to personal and systemic change.

Workplace Satire and Critique

The script satirizes corporate corruption, sexual harassment, and the often arbitrary exercise
of power. The humorous yet pointed dialogue exposes the absurdity of office politics and the
need for reform.

Friendship and Solidarity

The script emphasizes the power of female friendship, with dialogues highlighting mutual
support, understanding, and shared goals. These relationships drive the narrative and
provide emotional depth.

Humor as a Tool for Social Change

The witty exchanges, comedic timing, and clever lyrics serve not only to entertain but also
to provoke thought about serious issues under the guise of comedy.

Musical Numbers and Lyricism
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Iconic Songs and Their Role in the Script

Dolly Parton’s contributions, including "9 to 5," "Shine Like the Sun," and "Get Out and Stay
Out," are woven seamlessly into the script, advancing plot points and character
development. The lyrics are clever, with a mix of humor, empowerment, and vulnerability.

Integration of Music and Dialogue

Songs are strategically placed at emotional peaks, offering characters a voice that
complements their spoken lines. The musical numbers serve as thematic anchors,
highlighting key moments of change and realization.

Challenges and Critiques of the Script

Balancing Comedy and Seriousness

One challenge in the script’s adaptation is maintaining humor without trivializing serious
issues. The dialogue and lyrics are crafted carefully to ensure that social critique remains
sharp yet accessible.

Modern Relevance and Cultural Sensitivity

While the script effectively captures the workplace struggles of the era, some critics argue
that certain jokes or dialogues may require updating to resonate with contemporary
audiences. The script's language and portrayals need to balance humor with cultural
sensitivity.

Representation and Diversity

Although the original characters are primarily white women, recent productions have aimed
to diversify casting and nuanced dialogue, prompting writers to reconsider some script
elements for inclusivity.

Conclusion: The Enduring Power of the "9 to 5" Script

"9 to 5 the Musical" remains a compelling piece of theatre because of its sharp wit,
memorable characters, and meaningful social commentary. Its script encapsulates the
struggles and triumphs of women in the workplace, blending humor with activism in a way
that continues to resonate today. The dialogue and structure serve not only to entertain but
also to inspire change, making it a vital work both artistically and socially. As theatre
evolves, the "9 to 5" script exemplifies how storytelling can challenge societal norms,



empower marginalized voices, and foster solidarity—all through the engaging medium of
musical theatre. Its legacy endures, reminding audiences that even in the most mundane
routines, there lies the potential for rebellion, resilience, and transformation.

Questions & Answers About 9 to 5 the musical script

N
o

Question Answer

1 What is the main plot of '9 to
5 the musical' script?

The musical script is based on the 1980 film and
follows three working women who plot to take down
their oppressive boss and improve their workplace
environment, highlighting themes of empowerment,
friendship, and workplace equality.

2 Who are the main characters
in '9 to 5 the musical' script?

The main characters include Violet Newstead, Judy
Bernly, Doralee Rhodes, and Franklin Hart Jr., each
with distinct personalities that drive the story of
workplace transformation.

3 What are some key songs
from the '9 to 5 the musical'
script?

Some popular songs include '9 to 5,' 'Shine Like the
Sun,' 'Get Out and Stay Out,' and 'One of the Boys,'
which highlight themes of empowerment and
camaraderie.

4 Is the '9 to 5' musical script
suitable for all audiences?

Yes, the musical is generally suitable for mature
audiences due to its comedic and satirical content,
but it is appropriate for most age groups and can be
enjoyed by families and theater enthusiasts.

5 Where can I find or purchase
the script for '9 to 5 the
musical'?

The official script can be purchased through licensed
theatrical publishers or authorized online platforms,
and some versions may be available for licensing
through theater organizations or educational
institutions.

9 to 5 the musical script, Dolly Parton musical, workplace comedy script, musical theater
scripts, office humor script, 1980s musical, musical script PDF, musical script download,
musical theater dialogue, comedy musical script
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