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Everyman Chess Starting Out Series

Everyman Chess Starting Out Series: Your Essential Guide to Improving at Chess
Introduction The Everyman Chess Starting Out Series is a highly regarded collection of
instructional books designed for newcomers to the game of chess. Whether you are a
complete beginner or looking to sharpen your foundational skills, this series offers clear,
accessible guidance that can help you develop confidence and understanding of the game’s
core principles. With a focus on practical advice, illustrative examples, and strategic
concepts, the Starting Out Series provides a solid stepping stone into the world of chess,
making it an ideal resource for players at the beginning of their chess journey. In this
comprehensive guide, we will explore the features of the Everyman Chess Starting Out
Series, highlight key titles, discuss the benefits of using these books, and offer tips on how
to maximize your learning experience from this valuable resource.

Overview of the Everyman Chess Starting Out Series

What Is the Starting Out Series?

The Starting Out Series by Everyman Chess is a collection of books tailored to beginners
and club players eager to improve their understanding of chess fundamentals. Each book
focuses on a specific aspect of the game, such as openings, tactics, endgames, or strategic
concepts, providing readers with targeted lessons and practical exercises.

Key Features of the Series

The series is characterized by several notable features:

Clear Explanations: Written in an easy-to-understand style, suitable for newcomers.1.
Practical Focus: Emphasizes knowledge that can be applied directly in your games.2.
Illustrative Examples: Uses diagrams and annotated games to demonstrate key ideas.3.
Step-by-Step Progression: Books are structured to build knowledge gradually, from4.
basic concepts to more advanced ideas.
Accessible Language: Designed to be approachable for players with little to no prior5.
experience.

Key Titles in the Starting Out Series

The series covers a broad spectrum of topics, making it easy for beginners to find books
that match their interests and needs. Here are some of the most popular titles:



1. Starting Out: Chess Tactics

- Focuses on recognizing and applying tactical motifs such as forks, pins, skewers, and
discovered attacks. - Includes numerous annotated examples to reinforce tactical
awareness. - Ideal for players who want to improve their calculation skills.

2. Starting Out: Openings

- Introduces basic opening principles and popular opening choices for White and Black. -
Explains the purpose behind common opening moves. - Emphasizes developing a solid
repertoire and avoiding typical opening mistakes.

3. Starting Out: Endgames

- Covers essential endgame concepts, including king and pawn endings, rook endings, and
basic checkmating patterns. - Provides practical advice for converting advantages into wins
and saving worse positions.

4. Starting Out: Strategy

- Explores fundamental strategic concepts such as pawn structures, piece placement, and
planning. - Helps players develop a strategic mindset for middle games.

5. Starting Out: Move by Move

- Presents key games with detailed commentary, illustrating how top players handle various
types of positions. - Encourages learning through example and analysis.

Benefits of Using the Starting Out Series

1. Builds a Strong Foundation

The series is designed to give beginners a comprehensive understanding of chess basics,
including opening principles, tactical motifs, endgame techniques, and strategic planning.
Building this foundation is crucial for progressing to more advanced concepts.

2. Enhances Pattern Recognition

Through illustrative examples and exercises, the series helps players recognize common
patterns and motifs, which speeds up decision-making during actual play.
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3. Improves Calculation and Visualization

Many books in the series include tactical puzzles and annotated games that develop your
calculation skills and visualization capacity.

4. Promotes Practical Application

The emphasis on practical advice ensures that learners can immediately apply lessons
learned in their own games, leading to faster improvement.

5. Suitable for Self-Study and Club Play

The clear explanations and structured approach make the series an excellent resource for
independent study or supplementing club lessons.

How to Maximize Your Learning from the Starting Out
Series

1. Read Actively

- Take notes on key concepts. - Pause at diagrams to analyze positions yourself. - Try to
understand the reasoning behind each move and idea.

2. Practice Regularly

- Solve exercises and puzzles included in the books. - Play practice games focusing on
applying concepts learned. - Review your games to identify mistakes and areas for
improvement.

3. Supplement with Online Resources

- Use online chess platforms to practice tactics and openings. - Watch instructional videos
that complement book content. - Join chess clubs or online forums to discuss ideas and ask
questions.

4. Progress Gradually

- Start with books covering tactics and openings before moving on to strategy and
endgames. - Ensure you understand basic concepts before tackling more advanced topics.



5. Review and Revisit

- Re-read chapters or sections as needed. - Revisit annotated games to reinforce strategic
and tactical ideas. - Keep a chess journal to track your progress and insights.

Conclusion

The Everyman Chess Starting Out Series offers an excellent starting point for anyone
interested in learning and improving at chess. Its well-structured approach, accessible
language, and focus on practical skills make it a valuable resource for beginners aiming to
develop their understanding of the game step-by-step. By engaging actively with the
material, practicing regularly, and supplementing with online resources, you can leverage
this series to accelerate your growth as a chess player. Whether your goal is to win club
games, prepare for tournaments, or simply enjoy the beautiful game more deeply, the
Starting Out Series provides the foundational knowledge you need to succeed.

Everyman Chess Starting Out Series: A Comprehensive Review When it comes to learning
chess, finding the right instructional series can significantly influence your progress and
enjoyment of the game. The Everyman Chess Starting Out Series stands out as a popular
and accessible collection tailored for beginners and early intermediates alike. Designed to
introduce fundamental concepts, opening principles, tactics, and endgames, this series
aims to build a solid foundation for anyone eager to improve their chess skills. In this
review, we’ll explore the series’ structure, strengths, weaknesses, and how it stacks up
against other chess instructional materials.

Overview of the Everyman Chess Starting Out Series

The Everyman Chess Starting Out Series is a collection of books published by Everyman
Chess, renowned for producing high-quality chess literature. The series is specifically
curated to cater to newcomers to the game, often targeting players with less than a few
years of experience. Each book in the series focuses on a particular aspect of chess, such as
opening strategies, tactics, endgames, or positional understanding. The goal is to provide
clear, straightforward explanations suitable for readers who are just beginning their chess
journey. The series is authored by experienced chess instructors, grandmasters, and titled
players who understand the learning curve of beginners and aim to make complex ideas
accessible. The books are characterized by their practical approach, emphasizing
applicable knowledge over theoretical memorization.
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Key Features of the Starting Out Series

The series offers several notable features that make it appealing for learners: - Clear and
Accessible Language: The authors avoid jargon and overly technical language, making
concepts easy to grasp. - Step-by-Step Explanations: Topics are broken down into
manageable sections, gradually increasing in complexity. - Illustrative Diagrams and
Examples: The books contain numerous diagrams, annotated games, and exercises to
reinforce learning. - Focus on Practical Play: Emphasis is placed on concepts that players
can immediately apply in their games. - Coverage of Core Topics: From opening principles
to endgame techniques, the series aims to cover the essentials for beginners. - Engagement
for Different Learning Styles: The combination of text, diagrams, and exercises caters to
visual and practical learners.

Structure and Content Breakdown

The series encompasses several individual titles, each dedicated to a specific area of chess.
Below is an overview of common titles within the Starting Out Series and what they cover:

1. Starting Out: The Basic Principles

- Focuses on fundamental concepts like piece development, controlling the center, king
safety, and pawn structure. - Ideal for absolute beginners or those needing a refresher.

2. Opening Strategies and Principles

- Introduces opening principles, common openings, and how to develop a repertoire. -
Explains the importance of piece coordination and avoiding common opening pitfalls.

3. Tactics for Beginners

- Covers basic tactical motifs such as forks, pins, skewers, discovered attacks, and
checkmates. - Includes exercises to identify tactical opportunities in positions.

4. Endgame Fundamentals

- Teaches essential endgame techniques like king opposition, pawn promotion, and basic
checkmates. - Focuses on converting advantages in simplified positions.

5. Positional Play

- Introduces concepts like pawn structure, space, and piece activity. - Aims to develop



strategic thinking alongside tactical prowess. Each book is designed to be relatively short,
typically ranging from 80 to 150 pages, making them manageable for new learners.

Strengths of the Starting Out Series

The series has garnered praise for several reasons: - User-Friendly Approach: Its
straightforward language and structured layout make it easy for newcomers to follow. -
Practical Focus: Instead of overwhelming readers with theory, it emphasizes concepts that
improve real-game performance. - Progressive Learning Curve: Books build upon each
other, gradually increasing in difficulty. - Visual Learning Aids: Diagrams, annotated
games, and exercises enhance comprehension. - Affordable and Accessible: The books are
reasonably priced and available in print and digital formats. - Author Expertise: Many titles
are penned by reputable players and instructors, ensuring quality content.

Limitations and Criticisms

While the Starting Out Series offers numerous advantages, it’s important to recognize
some limitations: - Depth of Content: Designed for beginners, the books may lack the depth
needed for players seeking more advanced strategic insights. - Repetitiveness: Some
readers may find certain concepts reiterated across different titles, leading to redundancy.
- Limited Interactive Content: Unlike online courses or interactive platforms, the books rely
solely on reading and practice. - Update Frequency: Some editions may not include the
latest opening trends or contemporary concepts. - Over-simplification: In striving for
clarity, some nuanced ideas may be glossed over, potentially leaving gaps for more
advanced understanding.

Who Should Use the Starting Out Series?

The series is most suitable for: - Absolute beginners who have little to no prior knowledge
of chess. - Players seeking a structured and systematic way to learn the fundamentals. -
Coaches and educators looking for a resource to introduce new students to chess concepts.
- Recreational players aiming to improve their understanding of basic principles. It may be
less suitable for intermediate players or advanced club players seeking in-depth analysis or
cutting-edge strategies.

Comparison with Other Chess Series

To appreciate the value of the Starting Out Series, it’s helpful to compare it with other
popular instructional resources: | Aspect | Everyman Chess Starting Out Series | Chess.com
/ Lichess Courses | Online Video Lectures (e.g., IM John Bartholomew) | ||||| | Format |
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Books | Interactive courses | Video lectures | | Depth | Beginner to early intermediate |
Varies, often interactive | Intermediate to advanced | | Accessibility | Physical and digital
books | Online access | Video platforms | | Learning Style | Reading, diagrams, exercises |
Multimedia, quizzes | Visual and auditory learning | | Interactivity | Limited | High (quizzes,
exercises) | High (interactive, live sessions) | | Cost | Generally affordable | Subscription-
based | Varies; often free or paid | The Starting Out Series excels in providing a structured,
tangible resource that can be used offline and at the learner's own pace, making it
especially valuable for those who prefer reading and self-study.

Conclusion: Is the Starting Out Series Worth It?

Overall, the Everyman Chess Starting Out Series is a highly recommended collection for
beginners seeking a solid foundation in chess. Its clear explanations, practical focus, and
approachable presentation make it an excellent starting point for new players. While it may
not satisfy the needs of advanced learners looking for in-depth theory or modern opening
theory, it serves as an indispensable resource for building essential skills and confidence. If
you are at the beginning of your chess journey or coaching someone new to the game,
investing in this series can provide a strong, structured pathway to improvement. Coupling
the books with playing practice, online puzzles, and perhaps more advanced study as you
progress will ensure continuous growth and enjoyment in chess. Pros of the Starting Out
Series: - Easy-to-understand language and explanations - Well-structured progression of
topics - Rich in diagrams and exercises - Affordable and widely available - Suitable for
absolute beginners Cons of the Starting Out Series: - Limited depth for advanced concepts -
May require supplementary resources for comprehensive understanding - Less interactive
compared to modern online platforms In summary, the Everyman Chess Starting Out Series
is an excellent choice for those embarking on their chess journey, laying a firm groundwork
that will support further exploration and mastery of the game.

Questions & Answers About everyman chess starting out
series

N
o

Question Answer

1 What is the 'Starting Out'
series by Everyman Chess?

The 'Starting Out' series by Everyman Chess is a
collection of instructional chess books aimed at
beginners and club players to help them improve
their understanding of fundamental concepts,
openings, and strategies.



2 Which topics are typically
covered in the 'Starting Out'
series?

The series covers topics such as basic opening
principles, common opening traps, tactical motifs,
endgame fundamentals, and strategic planning,
tailored for players new to intermediate levels.

3 Are the 'Starting Out' books
suitable for absolute
beginners?

Yes, the books are designed to be accessible for
beginners, providing clear explanations and practical
examples to build a solid foundation in chess.

4 How do the 'Starting Out'
series help improve my chess
skills?

They help by teaching essential opening ideas,
tactical awareness, and endgame technique,
enabling players to make better decisions and
develop a deeper understanding of the game.

5 Can I use the 'Starting Out'
series to prepare for
competitive play?

Absolutely, the series provides practical insights that
are useful for club and tournament players seeking
to improve their opening repertoire and strategic
understanding.

6 Who are the authors of the
'Starting Out' series?

The series features contributions from reputable
chess authors like John Nunn, Neil McDonald, and
Tim Taylor, among others, known for their
instructive writing style.

7 Are there online resources or
companion websites for the
'Starting Out' series?

While the books themselves are comprehensive,
some titles may include online supplements, quizzes,
or interactive content; check specific titles for
additional resources.

8 Is the 'Starting Out' series
suitable for improving specific
aspects of my game, like
tactics or endgames?

Yes, many books in the series focus on particular
areas such as tactics, endgames, or openings,
allowing you to target your study based on your
needs.

9 Where can I purchase the
'Starting Out' series by
Everyman Chess?

You can find the series at major bookstores, online
retailers like Amazon, or directly through the
Everyman Chess website for a wide selection of
titles.

chess beginner, chess fundamentals, chess tactics, chess strategy, chess opening
principles, chess endgames, chess lessons, chess basics, chess training, chess for beginners
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